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| Three poets, in three diſtant ages horn, 
| Greece, Italy, aud England, did adorn. 
The fir in loftineſs of thought ſurpaſt ; 
The next in majeſty ; in both the lan. 


The force of Nature could no further go: 
To make a third ſhe juin'sd the former two. 
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PARADISE LOST. 


A POEM IN TWELVE BOOKS. 


1 1UTEOR 
JOHN MILTON. 


THE TEXT OF DR. NEW TON. 


IN TVO VOLUMES. 


M'!ton----with high and baughty talks, 
Untetter“d, in majente numbers walks: 

No vulzar hero can his Muſe engage, 

Nor carth's wide ſcend contiac bis hailow'd rare. 
Sec ! fec | he upwacd ſprings, and, tow'ring high, 
Spurns the dull province of mortality; 

Shakes Hear 'n's eternal throne with dire alarms, 
Aud tets th” almighty 'Vounderer in arms! 


VOL. II. 


EDINBURG: 


ar ru Apollo Prefs, By Tur NK. 
Annes 1779. 


PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK VI. 


The Argument. 


N; fel emntinues to ref-te how Michael and Gabriel were ſent forte 
ic, battel againft Satan and bis angels;. The fri! Eqht deter td: getan 
and his powers retire under night: ne calls a cunctl, in ents devil 
e..gins, which in the ſecund Jay's firzht put Migbaei ard bis angels to 
ſ--me difurder : but they at length puliineg up mouniains overwhelm'e 
oth the force and m=chines of Satan: yet the Turult not ſoa onding, 
C4 on the third day ſcads Meſſiah his Son, for hum bs. bad reſery'd 
the glory of that victury : he in the power ui his Father coming ty 
the place, and caviing all his legions to uand f m on citiicr fide, 
with his chariot and thunder driving into the miu „f his enemies, 
prrſucs them unable ty refit towards the will of Henven ; which 
-1enine, they leap down with horror and contuſion inte the place ot 
p nilhmert prepar'd fur them in the Deep: Meitiah returns with, 
tciumph to his Father. 


Ar: night the dreadleſs angel umpurſued 
Through Heav'n's wide champain held his way; till 
Wak'd bythe circling Hours, with roſy hand | Morn, 
Unbarr'd the gates of Light. There is a cave . 
Within the Mount of God, fait by his throne: 5 
Where light and darkneſs in perp=tua! round 
Lodge and diſlodge by turas, which niakes through 
Grateful viciſſitude, like Cay and night; { Heav's 
Light iſſues forth, and at the other docr 
Obſequiaus Derkacſs enters, till her hour 10 
To veil the tizav'n, though darkneſs there might well 
veem twilight here: and now went forth the Murs 
Such as in kigheft Hearn, array'd in gold 
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Empyreal; from before her vaniſh'd Night, 

Shot through with orient beams; when all the plaiu 

Cover'd with thick imbatte ld ſquadrons bright, 16 

Reflecting blaze on blaze, firſt met his view: 

War he perceiv'd, war in prucinct, and found 

Already known what he for news had thought 20 

To have reported: gladly then he mix d 

Among thoſe friendly powers, who him recciv'd 

With joy and acclamations loud, that one, 

That of fo many myriads fall'n, yet one 

Return'd not loſt : on to the Sacred Hill 25 

They led him high applauded, and preſent 

Before the ſeat ſupreme ; from whence a voice 

From midſt a golden cloud thus mild was heard. 
Servant of God, well done; well haſt thou fought 

The better fight, who ſingle haſt maintain'd 30 

Againſt re volted multitudes the caufe 

Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms; 

And for the teſtimony of truth haſt borne 

Univerfal reproach, far worſe to bear 

Than violence; for this was all thy care 35 

To ſtand approv'd in fight of God, though worlds 

Judg'd thee perverſe : the eaſier conqueſt now 

Back on thy foes more glorious to return 

Than fcorn'd thou didſt depart, and to ſubdue 40 

By force, who reaſon for their law refuſe, 
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Right reaſon for their law, and for their king 

Meſſiah, who by right of merit reigns. 

Go Michael of celeſtial armies prince, 

And thou in military proweſs next 45 

Gabriel, lead forth to battel theſe my ſons 

Invincible, lead forth my armed faints 

By thouſands and by millions rang d for fight, 

Equal in number to that godleſs crew 

Rebellious; them with fire and hoſtile arms 50 

Fearleſs aſſault, and to the brow of Heav'n 

Purſuing drive them out from God and blifs 

Into their place of puniſhment, the gulf 

Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 

His fiery chaos to receive their fall. 5 
So ſpake the ſovran Voice, and clouds began 

To darken all the hill, and fmoke to roll 

In duſky wreaths, reluctant flames, the ſign 

Of wrath awak'd; nor with le ſs dread the loud 

Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow : 60 

At which command the powers militant, 

That ſtood for Heav'n, in mighty quadrate jcin'd 

Of union irreſiſtible, mov d on 

In ſilence their bright legions, to the ſound 

Of inſtrumental harmony, that breath'd 65 

Heroic ardor to advent rous deeds 

Under their godlike leaders, in the cauſe 

Of God and his Meſſiah. On they move 

Indiſſolubly fixm; nor obvious Hill, 
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Nor firait'ning vale, not wood nor ſtream divides 70 
Their march was, and the paſſive air upbore 

Their nimble tread; as when the total kind 

Of birds, in orderly array cn wing, 

Came ſummen'd over Eden to receive 75 
Their names of ther; ſo over many a tract 

Of Heav'n they march d, and many a province wide 
Tenfold the length cf this terrene : at laſt 

Far ia th' horizon to the North appear d 

From ſkirt to ſkirt a fiery region, ftretch'd 80 
In battailous aſpe ct, and nearer view 

Of rigid ſpears, and helmets throng d. and ſhiclds 
Various, with boaſtful a: gument portray'd, 

The banded powers of Satan haſting on 8 
With furious expedition; for they ween'd | 
That ſelf-ſame day by fight, or by ſurpriſe, 

To win the Mount of God, and on his throne 

To ſet the Envier of his ſtate, the proud 

Aſpirer, but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain go. 
In the mid-way : though ftrange to us it ſeem'sd 

At firſt, that angel ſhould with angel war, 

So oft in feſtivals of joy and love 

Unanimous, as ſons of one great Sire 97 
Hymning th' eternal Father: but the ſhout 
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Of onſet ended ſoon each milder thought. 
High in the midſt exalted as a god 
'Th' Apoſtate in his ſan-bright chariot fat, roc 
Idol of Majeſty divine, inclos d 
With flaming cherubim and golden ſhields, 
Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
"Twixt hoſt and hoft but narrow ſpace was left, 
A dreadſul interval, and front to front 105 
Preſented ſtood in terrible array 
On the rough edge of battel ere it join d, 
Satan with vaſt and haughty ſtrides advanc d 
Came towring, arm d in adamant and gold; 110 
Abdicl that fight endur'd not, where he ſtood 

O Heav'n! that ſuch reſemblance of the Higheſt 
Should yet remain, where faith and reilty 115 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakeſt prove 
Where boldeſt, though to fight unconquerable ? 
His puifſance, truſting in th. Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whoſe reafon l have try d 120 
Unſound and falſe; nor is it ought but juſt, 
That he who in debate of truth hath won or 
Should win in arms, in both diſputes alike 
Victor; though brutiſh that conteſt and foul, 
When Reaſon hath to deal with Force, yet ſo 14s 
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Moſt reaſon is that Reaſon overcome. 
So pondering, and from his armed peers 

Forth ſtepping oppuſit, half way he met 

His daring ſoe, at this prevention more 

Incens'd, 2nd thus fecurely him defy'd. 130 
Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to havereach'd 

The highth of thy aſpiring unoppos'd, 

The throne of God unguarded, and his fide 

Abandon d at the terror of thy power 

Or potent tongue: Fool, not to think how vain 135 

Againit th” Omnipotent to riſe in arms; 

Who out of ſmalleſt things cculd without end 

Have rais'd inceſſant armics to defeat 

Thy folly; or with ſolitary hand 

Reaching beyord all limit, at one blow 140 

Unzided could haze finiſh'd thee, and whelm'd 

Thy legions under darkneſs : but thou ſeeſt 

All are not of thy train; there be who faith 

Preſer, ard piety to God, though then 

To thee not viſible, when I alone 145 

Seem'd in thy world erroncous to diĩſſent 

From all: my ſect thou ſeeſt; now learn too late 

How few ſometimes may know when thouſands err. 
Whom the grand Foe with ſcornful eye aſkance 

Thus anfwer'd.. Ill for thee, but in wiſh d hour 150 

Of my revenge, firit ſought for thou return'it 

From flight, ſcditious angel, to receive 

Thy mzrited reward, the ficſt aſſay 
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Of this right hand provok'd, fince firſt that tongue 

Infpir'd with contradiction durſt oppoſe 155 

A third part of the gods, in ſynod met 

Their deities to aſſert, who while they feel 

Vigor divine within them, can allow 

Omnipotence to none. But well thou com ſt 

Before thy fellows, ambitious to vin 163 

From me ſome plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow 

Deſtruction to the reſt : this panſe between 

(Unanſwer'd le thou beaft) to let thee know; 

At firſt I thought that Liberty and Heav'n 

To heav'nly Fouls had been all one; but now 1656 

I fee that moit through floth had rather ſerve, 

Miniſtring ſpirits, train d up in feaſt and fong ; 

Such haſt thou arm'd, the minſtrelfy of Heav'n, 

Servility with Freedom to contend, 

As both their deeds comparꝰ d this day ſhall prove. 270 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern reply d. 

Apoſtate, ſtill thou err'ft, nor end wilt find 

Of erring, from the path of Truth remote: 

Unjuſlly thou deprav ſt it with the name 

Of Servitude to ſerve whom God ordains, 17 

Or Nature: God and Nature bid the ſame, 

When he who rules is worthieſt, and cxcc!5 

Them whom he governs. This is ſervitude, 

To ſerve th' unwiſe, or him who hath rcbelFd 

Againſt his worthier, as thine now ſerve thee, 139 

Thyfelf not free, but to thyſelf inthrall'd; 
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Yet lewdly dar'ſt our miniſtring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom; let me ſerve 
In Heav'n God ever bleſt, and his divine 
Beheſts obey, worthicſt to be obey'd; 185 
Yet chains in Hell not realms expect: mean while 
From me return d, as erſt thou faidſt, from flight, 
Ihis greeting on thy impious creſt receive. 

So ſay ing, a noble ſtroke he liſted high, 
Which hung not, but ſo fwift with tempeſt fell 190 
On the proud creſt of Satan, that no fight, 
Nor motion of ſwift thought, lefs could his ſhicld 
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge 
He back recoil'd; the tenth on bended knee 
His maily ſpear upſtay d; as if on earth 195 
Winds under ground, or waters forcing way 
Sidelong had puſh'd a mountain from his ſcat 
Half ſunk with all his pines. Amazement ſeiz'd 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage to ſce 
Thus foil'd their mightieſt; ours joy fill'd, and ſhout, 
Preſage of victory, and fierce defire 201 
Of battel : whereat Michal bid found 
TH' arch-angel trumpet; through the vaſt of Heav'n 
It founded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hoſanna to the High'cſt : nor ſtood at gaze 205 
The adverſe legions, nor leſs hideous join'd 
The horrid ſhock : now ſtorming fury roſe, 
And clamor ſuch as heard in Heav'n till now 
Was never; arms ou armour claſhing brav'd 
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Horrible diſcord, and the madding wheels 210 
Of brazen chariots rag'd; dire was the noiſe 

Of conflict; over head the diſmal hiſs 

Of fiery darts in flaming volies flew, 

So under fiery cope together ruſh'd 217 
And inextinguiſmable rage; all Heav'n 

Reſounded, and had Earth been then, all Earth 

Had to her center ſhook. What wonder? when 
Millions of fire-encount'ring angels fought 229 
On either fide, the leaft of whom could wicld 
Theſe elementa, and arm him with the force 

Of all their regions: how much more of power 


Army againſt army numberleſs to raiſe 
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Dreadful combuſtion warring, and diſturb, 225 
Though nor deſtroy, their happy native ſeat ; 

Had not th' eternal King omnipotent 
From his ſtrong hold of Heav'a high over-rul'd 
And limited their might; though number d ſuch 

As each divided legion might have feem'd 230 
A numerous hoſt, in ſtrength each armed hand 

A legion, led in fight yet leader feem'd 

Zach warrior ſing le as in chicf, expert 

When to advance, or ſtand, or turn the fway 

Of battel, open when, and when to cloſe 215 


The ridges of grim War: no thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no unbecoming dred 
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That argued fear; each on himſelf rely d, 

As only in his arm the moment lay 

Of victory: deeds of eternal fame 240 
Were done, but infinite; for wide was ſpread 

That war and various; ſometimes on firm ground 
A ſtanding fight, then ſoaring on main wing 
Tormented all the air; all air ſeem'd then 
Conficting fire : long time in even ſcale 245 
The battel hung; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigtous power had ſhown, and met in arms 

No equal, ranging through the dire attack 

Of ſighting ſeraphim confus d, at length 249 
Saw where the ſword of Michael ſmote, and fell'd 
Squadrons at once; with huge two-handed ſway 
Brandiſh'd aloft the horrid edge came down 

Wide waſting ; ſuch deſtruction to withſtand 

He haſted, and oppos d the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his amplc ſhicld, 255 
A vaſt circumference : at his approach 

vurceas'd, and glad, as hoping here to end 

Inteſtin war in Heav'n, th Arch- ſoe ſubdu'd 

Or captive dragg d in chains, with hoſtile frown 260 
And viſage all inflam d firſt thus began. 

Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 
Unnam'd in Heav'n, now plenteous, as thou ſceſt 
Theſc acts of hateful ſtriſe, hatcful to all. 

Zhongh hraviĩeſt by juſt meaſure onthyſÞ!'f 26; 
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And thy adherents: how haſt thou diſturb'd 
Heav'n's bleſſed peace, and into Nature brought 
Miſery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ? how haſt thou inſtill d 
Ihy malice into thouſands, once upright 270 
And faithful, now prov'd falſe ? But think not here 
To trouble holy reſt; Heav'n caſta thee out 
From all her confines. Heav'n the ſeat of bliſs 
Brooks not the works of Violence and War. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along, 275 
Thy offspring, to the place of evil, Hell, 
Thou and thy wicked crew; there mingle broils, 
Or ſome more ſudden vengeance wing'd from God 
So ſpake the Prince of angels; to whom thus 

The Adverſary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou cauſt not. Haſt thou turn'd the leaſt of theſe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they riſe 285 
Unvanquiſh'd. eaficr to tranſact with me 
That thou ſhonldſt hope, Imperious, and with threats 
To chaſe me hence ? err not that fo ſhall end 
The itrife which thou call ft Evil, but we ſtile 
The Strife of Glory; which we mean to win, 290 
Or turn this Heav'n itſclf into the Hell 
Thou fableſt, here however to dwell free, 
If not to reign : mean while thy utmoſt force, 
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Ard joĩn him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 

1 fy not, but have ſought thee far and nigh. 295 
They ended parle, and both addreſs d for fight 

Unſpeakable; fer who, though with the tongue 

Of angels, can relate, or to what things 

Liken on earth confpicuous, that may lift 

Human imagination to fuch highth 300 

Of godlike power ? for likeſt gods they ſeem's, 

Stood they or mov d, in ſtature, motion, arms, 

Fit to decide the empire of great Heav'n. 

Now wav ' d their fiery ſwords, and in the air 

Made horrid circles; two broad ſuns their ſhields 303 

Blaz d oppoſit, while Expectation ſtood 

In horror; from each hand with ſpeed retir'd, 

Where crit was thickeſt fight, th' angelic throng, 

And jcft large field, unſafe within the wind 

Of ſuch commotion; ſuch as, to ſet forth 310 

Creat things by ſmall, if Nature's concord broke, 

Two planets ruſhing from aſpt ct malign 

Together beth with next tu almighty rm 316 

Up-lifted imminent, one ſtroke they aim'd 

As not of power at once; nor odcs appear'd 

In might or ſwiſt prevention: but the ſword 329 

Of Michael from the armoury of God 
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Was giv'n him temper d fo, that neither keen 
Nor ſolid might reſiſt that edge: it met 
The ſword of Satan with ſteep force to ſmite 
Deſcending, and in half cut ſheer; nor ftay'd, 323 
But with ſwift wheel reverſe, deep entring ſhar'd 
All kis right fide : then Satan firſt knew pain, 
And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd; fo fore 
Paſs'd through him: but th ethereal ſubſtance clos'd, 
Nat long diviſible ; and from the gaſh 331 
A ſtream of neQa'rous humor iſſuing flow d 
Sanguin, ſuch as celeſtial ſpi'rits may bleed. 
And all his armour ſtain'd ere while fo bright. 
Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 33S 
By angels many* and flrong, who interpos d 
Defenſe, while others bore him on their ſhields 
Back to his chariot, where it ſtood retir'd 
From off the files of war; there they him laid 
To find himſelf not matchlcſs, and his pride 
Humbled by ſuch rebuke, fo far beneath 
His confidence to equal God in power. 
Yet ſoon he heal d; for ſpi'rits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 345 
In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins, 
Cannot but by annihilating die; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wourd 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air: 
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All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 
All iatellect, all ſenſe; and as they pleaſe, 

They limb themſelves, and color, ſhape or fize 
Aſſume, as likes them beſt, condenſe or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds deſerv'd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 
And with ſierce enſigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Nloloch furious king; who him defy'd, 

Ant at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten'd, nor from the Holy Cne of Heav'n 
Reſrain'd his tongue blaſphemous; but anon 360 
Down cloven to the waſte, with ſhatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On cach wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe, 

Though hnge, and in 2 rock of diamond arm'd, 
Vanquiſh'd Adramelech and Aſmadai, 365 
Two potent thrones, that to be leſs than gods 
Diſdain'd, but meaner thoughts learn d in their flight, 
angled with ghaftlywoundsthrough plate and mail. 
Nor ſtood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 

The athieſt crew, but with redoubled blow 370 
Of Ramiel fcorch'd and blaſted overthrew. 

might relate of thouſands, and their names 
Eternize here on Earth; but thoſe elect 

Angels, contented with their fame in Heav'n, 375 
Seek not the praiſe of men : the cther ſort, 

In might though wondrous and in acts of war, 
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Nor of renown lefs cager, yet by deom 

CancePd from Heav'n and ſacred Memory, 

Nameleſs in dark Oblivion let them dwell. 380 

For ſtrength from truth divided and from juſt, 

And iznominy, yet to glory” aſpires 

Vain-glorious, and through infamy ſreks fame: 

There ſore eternal filence be their doom. 385 
And nov their mightieſt quell d, the battel fwerv'd, 

Wich many an inroad gor d; deformed Rout 

Enter d, and foul Diſorder; all the ground 

With ſhiver'd armour firewn, and on a heap 

Chariot and charioteer lay overturn'd, 390 

And fiery foaming ſteeds; what flood, recoil'd 

Defenſive ſcarce, or with pale Fear ſurpris d, 

Then firſt with fear ſurprĩs d and ſenſe of pain 

Fled ignominivus, to ſuch evil brought 395 

By ſin of diſobedience, till that hour | 

Not liable to fear or flight or pain. 

Far otherwile th' inviolable ſaints 

In cubic phalanx firm advanc'd entire, 

Invelnerable, impenctraily arm'd; 409 

Such high advantages their innocence 

Gave them above their foes; not to have finn'd, 

Not to have difobey'd; in fight they ſtood * 

Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd 404 

By wound, though from tiieir place by violence mov d. 
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Now Night her courſe began, and over Heav'n 
Inducing darkneſs, grateful truce impos'd, 
And filence on the odious din of War: 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Victor and vanquiſh'd : on the foughten field 410 
NMichacl and his angels prevalent 
Incamping, plac'd in guard their watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires : on th” other part 
Satan with his rebellious diſappear'd, 
Far in the dark diſledg'd : and void of reit, 415 
His Potentates to council call'd by night; 
And in the midft thus undiſmay'd began. 

O now in danger try'd, now known in arms 
Nat to be overpower d, Companions dear, ä 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, 420 
Too mean pretence, but what we more affect, 
Itonor, dominion, glory and renown; 
V ho have ſuſtain'd one day in doubtful fight 
(And if one day, why not eternal days?) 
What Heaven's Lord had powerfulleſt to fend 425 
Againſt us from about his throne, and judg'd 
Sufficient to ſubdue us to his will, 
But proves not ſo: then fallible, it ſeems, 
Of ſuture we may deem him, though till now 
Omniſcient thought. True is, leſs firmly arm d, 435 
Some d:{advantage we indur'd and pain, 
Till now not known, but known as ſoon contemn'd; 
Since now we nd this our cmpyreal form 
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Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperithable, and though picrc'd with wound, 435 

Soon cloſing, and by native vigor heal d. 

Of evil then ſo ſmall as eaſy think 

The remedy; perhaps more valid arms, 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 

May ſerve to better us, and worſe our foes, 440 

Or equa! what between us made the odds, 

In nature none: if other hidden cauſe 

Left them ſuperior, while we can preferve 

Unhurt our minds and underſtanding found, 

Due ſearch and conſultation will diſcloſe. 445 
He fat; and in th' aſſembly next upſtood 

Niſroch, of principalities the prime; 

As onc he ſtood efcap'd from cruel fight, 

Sore toil, his riven arms to havoc hevn, 

And cloudy in aſpect thus anſw ring ſpake. 450 

Deliverer from new lords, leader to frec 

Enjoyment of our right as gods; yet hard 

For gods, and too uncqual work we find, 

Againſt unequal arms to fight in pain, 

Againſt unpain d, impaſſive; from which evil 455 

Ruin mutt needs enſue; for what avails 

Valor or ſtrength, though matchlefs, quell'd with pain 

Which all ſubdues, and makes remiſs the hands 

Of mightieſt ? genſe cf pleaſure we may well 

Spare out of life perha pa, 2nd not repine, 460 

But live conteat, which is the calmeſt life : 
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But pain is perſect miſery, the worſt 

Of evils, and exceſſive, overturns 

All patience. He who therefore can invent 

With what more forcible we may offend 465 
Our yet unwounded enemics, or arm 

Ourſelves with like defenſe, to me deſerves 

No leſs than for deliverance what we owe. 
Whereto with look compos d Satan reply d. 
Bclicv'ſt ſo main to our ſucceſs, I bring. 

Which of us who beholds the bright ſurface 

Of this ethereous mold whereon we ſtand, 

This continent of ſpacious Heav'n, adorn d 

With plant, fruit, flow r ambrofial, gems and gold; 
Whoſe eye ſo ſuperficially ſurveys 476 | 

Theſe things, as not to mind from whence they grow | 

Deep under ground, materials dark and crude, | 
Of ſpiritous and fiery ſpume, till touch'd | 
With Heav'n's ray, and temper d they ſhoot forth | 

So beauteous, op ning to the ambient light? 481 

Theſe in their dark nativity the deep 

Shall vield us pregnant with infernal flame; 
Thick-ramm d, at th' other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated and infuriate, ſhall ſend forth 486 
From far with thund'ring noiſe among our foes 
Such implements of miſchief, as ſhall caſh 

To pieces, and o erwhelm whatever flands 
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Adverſe, that they ſhall fear we have diſarm'd 490 
The Thund' rer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long ſhall be our labor; yet ere dawn 

Effect ſhall end our with. Mean while revive; 
Abandon fear; to ſtrength and counſel join d 
Think nothing hard, much leſs to be deſpair d. 495 
Inlighten'd, and their languiſh'd hope reviv'd. 

Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 

To be th' inventor wifs'd; fo cafy* it feem's 499 
Once found, which yet unfound moit would have 
Impoſſible : yet haply of thy race [thought 
la future days, if malice ſhould abound, 

Some one, intent on miſchicf, or inſpir d 

Like inſtrument to plague the ſons of men 50g 
For fin, on war and mutual ſlaughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew; 
None arguing ſtood; innumerable hands 

Were ready; in a moment up they turn'd 

Wide the celeſtial foil, and ſaw beneath 510 
Th” originals of Nature in their crude 
Conception; ſulphurous and nitrous foam 

They found, they mingled, and with ſubtle art, 
Concocted and aduiled they reduc'd » 

To blackeſt grain, ar d into ſtore convey d: 313 
Part hidden veins digg duiά (nor hath this earth 
Eutrails unlike) of mincral and lone, 


24 PARADISE LOST. Bok VI. 


Whereof to found their engins and their balls 
Of mi ve ruin; part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 520 
So all ere day- ſpring, under conſcious Night, 

Secret they ſiniſu d, and in order ſet, 
With filent cirtumſpection uneſpy d. 

Now when fair Morn orient in Heav'n appear d, 
Up roſe the victor angels, and to arms 525 
The matin trumpet ſung : in arms they ſtood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent hoſt, 

Soon banded; others from the dawning hills 

Look d round, and ſcouts each coaſtlight - armed ſcour, 
Each quarter, to deſery the diſtant foe. 330 
Where lodg'd, or whither fled, or if for fight, 

In motion or in halt : him ſoon they met 

Under ſpread enſigns moving nigh, in flow 

But firm battalien; back with ſpeedieſt ſail 

Zophiel, of cherubim the ſwiſteſt wing, 535 
Came fly'ing, and in mid air aloud thus cry d. 

Arm, Warriors, arm for fight ; the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will ſave us long purſuit 
This day; fear not his flight; fo thick a cloud 
He comes, and ſettled in his face I ſee £40 
Sad Reſolution and ſecure : let each 
His adamantin coat yird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe ſaſt his orbed ſhield, 
Borne ev'n or high; for this day will pour down, 

IK I conjecture ovght, no drizzling ſhower, 545 
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But rattling ſtorm of arrows bard'd with fire. 
So warn'd he them aware themſclvcs, and ſoon 
In order, quit of all impediment; 
Inſtant without diſturb they took alarm, 
And onward mov'd imbatteFd : when behold $50 
Not diſlant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching groſs and huge, in hollow cube 
"Training his devilith caginry, impal d 
On every fide with ſhadvwing ſquadrons deep, 
To hide the fraud. At interview both tool gF5g 
A while; but fuddealy at head appear d 
Satan, anal thus was hcard commanding loud. 
Vanguard, to right and left the front vatold; 
That all may fee who hate us, how we ſeek 
Peace and compoſure, and with open breaſt 360 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverſe; 
But that I doubt; however witneſs Heav'n, 
Heav'n witneſs thou anon, while we diſcharge 
Freely our part; ye who appointed ſtand, 565 
Do as you have in charge, and briefiy touch 
What we propcund, and loud that all may hear. 
So ſcoftng in ambiguous words, he ſcarce 
Had ended; when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flaak retir'd: 576 
Which to our eycs diſcover'd, new and irange, 
A triple mouuted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars moſt they ſcem d, 
Felume IT, C 


4+ 


26 PARADISE LOST. Book FT. 


Or hullow'd bodies made of oak or fir, 

With branches lopt, in wood or mountain feIVd) 575 
Prafs, iron, ſtony mold, had not their mouths 

With hidcous orifice gap'd on us wide, 
Portending hollow truce : at cach behind 

A ſeraph tlood, and in his hand a reed 

Stood waving tipt with fire; while we ſuſpenſe 530 
Colic ſtnod within our thoughts amus d, 

Not long, tor ſudden all at once their reeds 

Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply d 

With niceũ touch. Immediate in a flame, 534 
But ſoon ob ſcur d with fmoke, all Hav 'n appear d, 
From thoſe deep - hroated engins belch' d, whoſe roar 
Enbowc!'d wich outrageous noiſe the Air, 

And all her entrails tore, diſgorging foul 

"Their deviliſh glut, chain'd thunderbolts and hail 
Ot iron globes; which on the victor hoſt 390 
LevePd, with ſuck impetuous fury ſmote, 

That whom they hit, none on their feet might ſtand, 
Though ſtanding elfe as rocks, but down they fol] 
By thoutands, angel on arch-angel roll d; 

"The ſooner for their arms; unarm'd they might 545 
Have eaſily as ſpi'rits evaded ſwift 

By quick contraction or remove; but now 

Foul diſiipation follow d and forc'd rout; 

Nor ſerv'd it to relax their ſerried files. 

What ſhould they do? If on they ruſh'd, repulle 622 
Repeated, aud indecent overthrow 
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Doubled, would render them yet more deſpis d, 
And to thcir foes a laughter; for in view 
Stood rank'd of feraphim another row, 
In poſture to diſplode their ſecond tire 6og 
Of thunder : back deſcat /d to return 

They worſe abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight, 
And to his mates thus in deriſion call'd. 

O Friends, why come not on theſe victors proud ? 
Ere while they ficrce were coming; and when we, 
To entertain them fair with open front 611 
And breaſt ( what could we more ?) propounded terms 
Of compoſition, ſtrait they chang d their minds, 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagarics tell, 

As they would dance; yet for a dance they ſeem d 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 616 
For joy of offcr'd peace: but I ſuppoſe, 
If our propoſals once again were hear, 
We ſhould compel them to a quick reſult. 

To whom thus Be lial in like gameſome mood. 620 
Leader, the terms we ſent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home, 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 
And ſtumbled many; who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well underſtand; 625 
Not underilood, this gift they have beſides, 

They ſhow us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themſelves in pleaſant vein 

Stood ſcoſũng, highten'd in their thoughts beyond 
Cy 
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All doubt of victory; Eternal Might 6395 
To match with their inventions they preſum d 

So eaſy”, and cf his thunder made a ſcorn, 

And all hi, hoſt derided, while they ſtood 

A while in trouble: but they ſtood not long; 

Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Agaiuſt ſuch helliſu miſchicf fic to' oppoſe. 636 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power, 
Which Cod hath in his mighty angels plac'd) 

I heir arms away they threw, and to the hills 

(For Earth hath this variety from Heav'n 640 
Of ple aſure fituate in hill and dale) 

Light as the lightning glimpſe they ran, they flew; 
From their foundations looſning to and fro 

"They pluck'd the ſeated hills with all their load, 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the ſhaggy tops 645 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands: amaze, 

Be ſure, and terror ſeis d the rebel hoſt, 

When coming towards them fo dread they faw 

The bottom of the mountains upward tucn'd; 

Till on thoſe curſed engins' triple-row 650 
They ſaw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buricd deep; 
Themſclves invaded next, and on their heads 

Main promonturies flung, which in the air 654 
Came ſh:dowving, andepprefs'd whole legionsarm'd; 
Their armour help'd their harm, cruſni d in and bruis'd 
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Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 

Long ſtruggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of ſuch pris n, though ſpiꝰ rits of purett light, 
Pureſt at firſt, now groſs by ſinning grown. 66x 
The reſt in imitation to hke arms 

Betook them, and the neighb' ring hills vptore; 

So hills amid the air encounter d hills 

Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, 665 
That under ground they ſought in diſmal ſhade; 
Infernal noiſe ; war feem'd a civil game 

To this uproar; horrid confuſion heap'd 

Upon confuſion roſe: and now all Heav'n 

Had gone to wrack, with ruin overſpread; 670 
Had not th' almighty Father, where he ſits 

Shrin's in his ſanctuary of Heav'n ſecure, 
Conſulting on the ſum of things, foreſeen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd : 

That his great purpoſe he might ſo ful, 655 
To honor his anointed Son aveng'd 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All power on him transferr d: whence to his Son 
'Th' aſſeſſor of his throne he thus began. 

Efulgencz of my glory, Son belov'd, 680 
Son in whoſe face in viſthle is beheld | 
Viibly, what by Deity I am, 

And in whoſe hand what by decree l do, 

Second Omnipotence, two days are paſt, 

Two days, as we compute the days of Heav'n, 685 
C ij 
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Since Michacl and his powers went forth to tame 
Theſe difobedient : fore hath been their fight, 
As likelieſt was, when two ſuch foes met arm'd; 
For to themſelves | left them, and thou know ſt, 
Equal in their creation they were form'd, 690 
Sa ve what fig hath impair d, which yet hath wrought 
Inſenſibly, for | ſuſpend their doom; 

Whence in perpetual fight they needs muſt laſt 
Endleſs, and no ſolution will be found : 

War wearied hath perform'd what War can do, 695 
And to diforder'd Rage let loofe the reins, 

With mountains as with weaponsarm'd, waich makes 
Wild work in Heav'n, and dangerous to the main. 
Iwo days are therefore paſt, the third is thine; 

For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus far co 
Have ſuſſer d, that the glory may be thine 

Of ending this great war, fince none but thou 

Can end it. Into thee fuch virtue and grace 
Immenſe l have transfus'd, that all may know 

In Heav'n and Hell thy power above compare; 703 
And this perverſe commotion govern'd thus, 

To manifeſt thee worthieſt to be heir 

Gf all things, to be heir and to be king 

By facred unction, thy deſerved right. 

Go then thou Mightieſt in thy Father's might, 710 
Aſcend my chariot, guide tke rapid wheels 

"That ſhake Heav'n's baſis, bring forth all my ar, 
My bow and thunder, my almighty arms, 
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Gird on, and ſword upon thy puiſſant thigh; 
Purſue theſe ſons of Darkneſo, drive them out 715 
From all Heav'n's bounds into the utter Deep: 
There let them learn, as likes them, to deſpiſe 
God and Mcfhah his anointed king. 

He faid, and on his Son with rays direct 
Sheone full; he all his Father full exprefs'd 720 
Incffably into his face recciv d; 
And thus the filial Godkcad4 anfw'ring ſpake. 

O Father, O Supreme of heav'nly thrones, 
Firſt, Higheſt, Holieſt, Peft, thou always ſcck' ſt 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 725 
As is moſt juſt; this I my glory account, 
My ccaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou in me well plczs'd, dc clarꝰ ſt thy will 
Fulfill'd, which to fulfil is all my bliſs. 
Scepter and power, thy giving, I aſſume, 730 
And gladlicr ſhall reſign, when in the end 
Thou thalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov'ft : 
But whom thou hat'ſt I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildueſs on, 735 
Image of thee in all things; and ſhall ſoon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heav'n cf theſe rebelV'd, 
To their prepar d ill manſion driven down, 
To chains of darkneſs, and th' undying worm, 
That from thy juſt obedience could revolt, 740 
Whom to obey is happinchs entire. 


33 PARADISE LOST. Book V. 

Then ſhall thy faints unmix'd, and from th' impure 

Far ſcparate, circling thy holy Mount 

Unſcigned halleluiahs to thee fing, 

Hymns of high praiſe, and I among them chief. 745 
So ſaid, he o'er his ſcepter bowing, roſe 

From the right hand of Glory where he fat; 

And the third ſacred morn began to ſhine, 

Dawning thro' Heav'n: forth ruſh'd with whirlwind 


The chariot of paternal Deity, [found 
Flaſhing thick flames, wheel within whecl undrawn, 
Itſelf inſtinct with ſpirit, but convoy d 732 


By iour cherubic ſhapes; four faces each 

Had wondrous; as with ſtars their bodics all 

And wings were ſet with eyes, with eyes the whecls 
Of beril, and carreering fires between ; 756 
Over their heads a cryſtal firmament, 

Whereon a ſaphir throne, inlaid with pure 

Amber, and colors of the ſhow'ry arch. 
He in celeſtial panoply all arm'd 
Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 
Aſcended; at his right hand Victory 

Sat eagle-wing' d; beſide him hung his bow 

And quiver with three-bolted thunder ſtor d, 

And from about him fierce effuſion roll'd 76s 
Of ſmoke and bickering flame and ſparkles dire: 
Attended with ten thouſand thouſand ſaints, 

He onward came, far off his coming ſhone; 

And twenty thouſand (I their number heard} 
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Chariots of God, half on each hand were ſcen: 770 
He on the wings of cherub rode ſublime 

On the cryftailin ſky, in faphir thron d, 
Muſt rious far and wide, but by his own 

Firſt ſeen; them unexpected joy ſurpris d, 

When the great enfign of Meſſiah blaz'd 773 
Aloſt by angels borne, his ſign in Heav'n; 

Under whoſe conduct Michael ſoon reduc d 

His army, circumfus d on cither wing, 

Under their head imbodied all in one. 

Before him Power Divine his way prepar'd; 780 
At his commend th' uprooted hills retir'd 

Fach to his place; they heard his voice and went 
Obſcquious; Heav'n his wonted face renew d, 

And with freſh flow'rets hill and valley ſmilꝰd. 
This faw his hapleſs foes but ſtood cbdur'd, 785 
And to rebellious fight rallied their powers 


Inſenſate, hope conceiving from deſpair. 

In hcav'nly ſpi'rits could fuch perverſeneſs dwell ? 
But to convince the proud what ſigus avail, 

Or wonders move th* obdurate to relent ? 790 


They harden'd more by what might moſt reclame, 
Grieving to ſee his glory, at the fight 

Took envy; and aſpiring to his highth, 

Stood reimbattel'd fierce, by force or fraud 

Weening to proſper, and at length prevail 795 
Rgainſt God and Meſſiah, or to [all 

In univerſal ruin laſt; and now 


* PARADISE LOST. Book FT, 


To final battel drew, difdaining flight, 
Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 
To all his hoſt on either hand thus ſpake. 800 

Stand fill in bright array, ye Saints; here ſtand 
Ye Angels arm'd; this day from battel reſt; 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearleſs in his righteous cauſe, 
And as ye have receiv d, fo have ye done 305 
Invincibly; but of this curſed crew 
The puniſhment to other hand belongs; 
Vengeance is his, or whole he ſole appoints: 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd 
Nor multitude; ſtand only and behold 810 
God's indignation on theſe godleſs pour d 
By me; not you but me they have deſpis' d, 
Yet envied; againſt me is all their rage, 
Becauſe the Father, to* whom in Heav'n ſupreme 
Kingdom and power and glory appertains, 815 
Hath honor'd me according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath aſſign d; 
That they may have their wiſh, to try with me 
In battel which the ſtronger proves, they all, 
Or I alone againſt them, fince by ſtrength 820 
They mcaſure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels; 
Nor other ſtrife with them do l vouchſaſe. 

So ſpake the Son, and into terror chang'd - 
His count”nance too ſevere to be beheld, 825 
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And full of wrath bent on his enemics. 
At once the Four ſpread out their ſtarry wings 
With dreadful ſhade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the found 


Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoſt. $30 
He on his impious foes right onward drove, 
Gloomy as Night; under his burning wheels 

The ſtedſaſt empyrcan ſhook throughout, 

All but the throne itſelf of God. Full foon 

Among them hc arriv'd, in his right hand 835 
Graſping ten thouſand thunders, which he fent 
Eefore him, ſuch as in their ſouls infix'd 

Flagues; they aſtoniſni d all refiſtance loſt, 

All courage; down their idle weapons dropt; 

O' er ſhields and helms and helmed heads he rode 

Of thrones and mighty ſeraphim proſtrate, 841 
That wiſh'd the mountains now might be again 
'Fhrown on them as a ſhelter from his ire. 

His arrows, from the fourfold-viſag'd Four 84 
Diſtinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Diſtin & alike with multitude of eyes; 

One ſpirit in them rul'd, and every eye 

Glar'd lightning, and ſhot forth pernicious fire 
Among th' accurs'd, that wither'd all their ſtrength, 
And of their wonted vigor left them drain d, 351 
Exhauſted, ſpiritleſo, afflicted, fall'n. 

Yet half his rength he put not forth, but check d 
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His thunder in mid voly ; for he meant 

Not to deſtroy, but root them out of Heav'n: 855 
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a herd 

Of goats or timorous flock together throng'd 

Prove them beſore him thunder- ſtruck, purſued 
With terrors and with ſuries to the bounds 

And cryſtal wall of Heav'n, which opening wide, 
Roll'd inward, and a ſpacious gap diſclos'd $6x 
Into the waſteful Deep; the monſtrous fight 
Struck them with horror backward, bnt far worſe 
Urg'd them behind; headlong themſelves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav'n; eternal Wrath 865 
Burnt after them to the bottomleſs Pit. 

Hell heard th unſufferable noife, Hell faw 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n, and would have fled 
Aſfrighted; but ſtrict Fate had caſt too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too faſt had bound. 870 
Nine days they fell; confounded Chaos roar'd, 

And felt tenfold confuſion in their fall 

Through his wild anarchy, fo huge a rout 
Incumber'd him with ruin: Hell at laſt 

Yawning receiv'd them whole, and on them clos d; 
Hell their fit habitation fraught with fire 876 
Unquenchable, the houſe of woe and pain. 


Diſburden'd Heav'n rejoic'd, and ſoon repair d 
Her mural breach, returnirg whence it roll'd. 
Sole victor from th' expulſion oſ his foes 880 
Meſſiah his triumphal chariot turn'd; 
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'To meet him all his ſaints, who ſilent ſtood 
Eye-witnefles oi his almighty acts, 
With jubilee advanc d; and as they went, 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright, 885 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given, 
Worthĩeſt to reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd 890 
On high; who into glory him receiv'd, 
Where now he fits at the right hand of Bliſs. 

Thus meaſuring things in Heav'n bythingsonEarth, 
At thy requeſt, and that thou may ſt beware 
By what is paſt, to thee I have reveal'd 89s 
What might have elſe to human race been hid; 
The difcord which befel, and war in Heav'n 
Amang th' angelic powers, and the deep fall 
Of thoſe too high aſpiring, who rcbell'd 
With Satan; he who envies now thy ſtate, 9 
Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce 
Thee alſo from obedience, that with him 
Bereav'd of happineſs thou may ſt partake 
His puniſhment, eternal miſery ; 
Which would be all his ſolace and revenge, 905 
As a deſpite done againſt the Moſt Hi;zh, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
But liſten not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker; let it profit thee to have heard 
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By terrible example the reward g10 
Of diſobedience; firm they might have ſtood, 
Yet fell; remember, and fear to tranſreſ. 942 


The End of ihe Sixth Berk. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK VII. 


The Argument. 


Raphael at the requeſt of Adam relates how and wherefore this world 
war firſt created, that Gud, after the expelling of Satur and his an- 
Nes out of Heaven, declared his pleaſure to create another world 
and other creatures to dwell therein; {ends his Sun with glory and 
«ttendence of anrcils tu perform the work of creation in tix dars: 


the angels ccloate with hymas the performance thergut, aud his 
rcaſcenfiun into Hear cn. 


D., er ud from Heav'n, Urania, by that name 
If righely thou art call d. whoſe voice divine 


The meaning, not the name | call: ber thou 3 
Nor of the Muſes nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'ſt, but heav'nly born, 
Before the hills appcar'd, or fountain flow d, 
Thou with eternal Wiſdom didſt converic, 
Wiſdom thy ſiſter, and with her didſt play 10 
In preſence of th' almighty Father, plras d 
With thy celeſtial ſong. Up led by thee 
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns, I have preſum'd, 
An earthly gucſt, and drawn empyreal air, 
Thy temp'ring; with like ſaſety guided down 13 
Return me to my native element : 
Leit from this flying ſteed unrein d, (as once 

Dy 
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Bellerophon, though from a lower clime) 
Diſmounted, on th' Aleian field | fall 
Erroneous there to wander and forlorn. 29 
Half yet remains unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the viſible diurnal ſphere; 
Standing on Earth, not rapt above the pcle, 

More ſaſe I fing with mortal voice, unchang'd 
To hoarſe or mute, though fall'n on evil days, 25 
On evil days though fall n, and evil tongucs; 

In darkneſs, and with dangers compaſs' d round, 
And folitude; yet not alone, while thou 

Viſit'lt my flumbers nightly, or when Morn 
Purples the Eaſt : till govern thou my ſong, 30 
Urania, and fit audience find, though few, 

But dri ve far off the barbarous diſfonance 

Of Bacchus and his revelers, the race 

Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 

In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had cars 35 
To rapture, till the ſavage clamor drown'd 
Both harp and voice; nor could the Muſe defend 
Her ſon. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 

For thou art heav'nly, ſhe an empty dream. 

Say Goddeſs, what enſued when Raphael, 40 
The affable arch-angel, had fore warn d 
Adam by dire example to beware 
Apoſtafy, by what befel in Heav'n 
To thoſe apoſtates, leſt the like befal 
In Paradiſe to Adam or his race, 45 
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Charg'd not to touch the interdicted Tree, 

If they tranſgrefs, and flight that ſule command, 

So eaſily obey d amid the choice 

Of all taſtes elſe to pleaſe their appetite, 
Though wand ring. He with his conforted Eve 55 
The ſtory heard attentive, and was ſill d 

With admiration, and deep muſe, to hear 

Of things ſo high and ſtrange, things to their thought 
So unimaginable as hate in Heav'n, 

And war fo near the peace of God in bliſs 55 
With ſuch confuſion : but the evil foon , 

Driv'n back redounded as a flood on thoſe 

From whom it ſprung, impoſlible to mix 

With bleſſedneſa. Whence Adam ſoon repeal d 
The doubts that in his heart aroſe: and now 60 
Led on, yet finleſs, with deſire to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this world 
Of Heav'n and Earth conſpicuous firſt began, 
When, and whereof created, for what cauſe, 

What within Eden or without was done 65 
Before his memory, as one whoſe drouth 

Yet ſcarce allay'd ſtill eyes the current ſtream, 
Proceeded thus to aſk his heav'nly gueſt. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our cars, 70 
Far differing from this world, thou haſt reveal'd, 
Divine laterpreter, by favor ſent 
Down from the empyrcan to forewarn 
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s timely” of what might elſe have been our loſs, 
Uiknown, which human know ledgi could not reach: 
For which to th' infinitely Good we owe 76 
Immortal thanks, and his admoniſi ment 

Receive with ſolemn purpoſe to obſerve 

Of what we are. But ſince thou haſt vouchſaf d 80 
Gently for our inſtruction to impart 

Things above earthly thought, which yet concern d 
Our knowing, as to higheſt Wiſdom ſcem'd, 
Deign to deſcend now lower, and relate 

What may no leſs perhaps avail us known, 85 
How firſt began this Heav'n which we behold 
Diſtant ſo high, with moving fires adorn'd 
Innumerable, and this which yields or fills 

All ſpace, the ambient air wide interfus'd 
Embracing round this florid Earth, what cauſe 90 
Mov'd the Creator in his holy reſt 

Through all eternity fo late to brild 

In Chaos, and the work begun, how ſoon 

Abſolv d, if unforbid thou may'ſt unfold 

What we, not to explore the ſecrets aſk 95 
Jo magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great Light of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race though ſteep; ſuſpenſe in Heav's, 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears, 109 
And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
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His generation, and the riſing birth 
Of Nature from the unapparent Drep: 
Or if the ſtar of evening and the moon 
Haſte to thy audience, Night with her will bring 105 
Silence, and Sleep liſt'ning to thee will watch, 
End, and diſmiſs thee ere the morning ſhine. 

Thus Adam his illuſtrious gueſt beſought : 
And thus the godlike angel anfwer'd mild. 110 
This alſo thy requeſt with caution aſk d 
Obtain : though to recount almighty works 
What words or tongue of ſeraph can ſuffice, 
Or keart of man fuffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canſt attain, which beſt may ſerve 115 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
Thee alſo happier, ſhall not be withheld 
Thy hearing, ſuch commiſſion from above 
I have recciv'd, to anfwer thy deſire 
Ot knowledge within bounds; beyond abſtain 120 
To aſk, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal d, which th invifible King, 
Only omniſcient, hath ſuppreſs'd in night, 
To none communicable in Earth or Heav'n : 
Enough is left beſides to ſearch and know. 125 
Put knowledge is as food, and needs no lefs 
Her tcmp'rance over appetite, to know 
In meaſure what the mind may weil contain; 
Oppreſſes elſe with ſurfeit, and ſoon turn 
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Wiſdom to folly', as nouriſhment to wind. 130 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav'n 
Of angels than that ſtar the ſtars among) 

Into his place, and the great Son return d 133 
Victorious with his ſaints, th omnipotent 

Eternal Father from his throne beheld 

Their multitude, and to his Son thus ſpake. 

At leaſt our envious Foe hath fail'd, who thought 
All like himſelf rebeilious, by whoſe aid 140 
Of Deity ſupreme, us diſpoſſeſs d, 

He truſted to have ſeis d, and into fraud 

Drew many, whom their place knows here no more; 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I ſee, 145 
Their ſtation, Heav'n yet populous retains 

Number ſufficient to poſſeſs her realms 

Though widr, and this high temple to frequent 


But left his heart exalt him in the harm 150 


Already done, to have diſpeopled Heav'n, 

My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 

That detriment, if ſuch it be to loſe 

Selſ-loſt, and in a moment will create 

Another world, out of ane Man a race 133 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 

Nut here, till by degrees of merit raĩs d 
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They open to themſelves at length the way 

Up hither, under long obedience try'd, 

And Earthbechang'dtoHeav'n, and Heav'n toEarth, 

Mean while inhabit lax, ye Powers of Heav'n, 

"This I perform; ſpeak thou, and be it done: 

I ſend along; ride forth, and bid the Deep 

Within appointed bounds be Heav'n and Earth, 

Boundleſs the Deep, becauſe I Am who fill 

Infinitude, nor vacuous the ſpace. 

Though l uncircumſcrib'd myſelf retire, 170 

And put not forth my goodneſs which is free 

To act or not, Neceflity and Chance 

Apprnach not me, and what I will is fate. 
So ſpake th' Almighty, and to what he ſpake 

His Word, the filial Godhead, gave effect. 175 

Immediate are the acts of God, more fwift a 

Than time ot motion, but to human ears 

Cannot without proc ſs of ſpeech be told, 

So told as earthly notion can receive. 

Great triumph and rejoicing was in Hcav'n, 150 

When ſuch was heard declar d th Almighty's will; 

Glory they ſung to the Moſt High, good will 

To future men, and in their dwellings peace : 

Glory to him, whoſe juſt avenging ire 

Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight 185 
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And th” habitations of the juſt ; to him 
Glory and praiſe, whoſe wiſdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create, inſtead 
Of ſpi rits malign a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffuſe 190 
His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So ſang the hierarchies: mean while the Son 
On his great expedition now appear d, 
Girt with omaipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of majeſty divine; ſapience and love 195 
Immenſe, and all his Father in him ſhone. 
About his chariot numberleſs were pour d 
Cherub and ſeraph, potentates and thrones, 
And virtues, winged ſpi rits, and chariots wing'd 
From th” armoury of God, where ſtand of old 200 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Againſt a folemn day, harnefs'd at hand, 
Celeſtial equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontancous, for within them ſpirit liv'd, 
Attendent on their Lord: Heav'n open'd wide 205 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious found 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 209 
On heav'nly ground they ſtood, and from the ſhore 
They view d the vaſt immeaſurable abyſs 
Outrageous as a ſea, dark, waſteful, wild, 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious winds 
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And ſurging waves, as mountains, to aſſault 214 
Heav'n's highth, and with the center mix the pole. 
Silence, ye troubled Waves, and thou Deep, peace, 
Said then th omnific Word, your diſcord end: 

Nor ftay'd, but on the wings of cherubim 
Upliſted, in paternal glory rode 

Far into Chaos, and the world unborn; 220 
For Chaos heard his voice : him all his train 

Follow d in bright proceſſion to behold 

Creation, and the wonders of his might. 

Then ſtay d the fervid wheels, and in his hand 

He took the golden compaſles, prepar'd 223 
In God's eternal ſtore, to circumſcribe 

This univerſe, and all created things: 

One foot he center d, and the other turn d 

Round through the vaſt profundity obſcure, 

And faid, Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 230 
This be thy juſt circumference, O World. | 
"Thus God the Heav'n created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unform'd and void: darkneſs profound 
Cover'd th' abyſs: but on the watry calm 

His brooding wings th Spirit of God outſpread, 235 
And vital virtue infus'd, and vital warmth 

The black tartareous cold infernal dregs 
Adverſe to life: then founded, then conglob'd 

Like things to like, the reſt to ſeveral place 240 
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And Earth ſelf-balanc'd on her center hung. 

Let there be light, ſaid God, and forthwith Light 
Sprung from the Deep, and from her native Eaſt 245 
To journey throngh the acry gloom began, 

Spher'd in a radiant cloud, for yet the fun 

Was not; ſhe in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojourn d the while. God faw the light was good; 
And light from darkneſs by the hemiſphere 250 
Divided: light the Day, and darkneſs Night 

He nam'd. Thus was the firſt day cv'n and morn : 


Nor paſt uncelebrated, nor unſung 

By the celeſtial quires, when orieut light 

Exhaling firſt from darkneſs they beheld; 255 
Birth-day of Hcav'n and Earth; with joy and ſhout 
The hollow univerſal orb they fill'd, 


And touch'dtheir golden harps, and hymning prais'4 
God and his works, Creator him they ſung, 
Both when firſt evening was and when firſt morn. 

Again, God faid, Let there be firmament 261 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters: and God made 
The firmament, expanſe of liquid, pure, 
Tranſparent, clemental air, diffus'd 265 
In circuit to the uttermoſt convex 
Of this great round: partition firm and ſure, 
"The waters uuderneath from thoſe above 
Dividing : for as Earth, ſo he the world 
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Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 270 
Cryſtallin ocean, and the loud miſrule 

Of Chaos far remov'd, leſt fierce extremes 
Contiguous might diſtemper the whole frame : 

And Heav'n he nam'd the Firmament : fo even 
And morning chorus ſung the ſccond day. 275 
The Earth was form'd, but in the womb as yet 

Of waters, embryon immature in vol v d, 
Appear d not : over all the face of Earth 

Main ocean flow'd, not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humor foft'ning all her globe, 220 
Fermented the great mother to conceive, 

Be gather d now ye waters under Heav'n 

Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 235 
Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 

Into the clouds, their tops aſcend the ſky : 

So high as heaꝰ d the tumid hills, fo low 

Down ſunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 


Capacious bed of waters : thither they 290 
Haſted with glad precipitance, uproll d 

As drops on duſt conglobling from the dry; 

Part riſe in cryſtal wall, or ridge direct, 

For haſte ; ſuch flight the great command imprefs'd 
On the ſwiſt floods: as armies at the call 295 


Of trumpet (for of armies thou haſt heard) 


Troop to their — Ila 
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Wave rolling after wave, where way they found, 
If ſteep, with torrent rapture, if through plain, 
Soft-ebbing; nor withſtood them rock or hill, 300 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 

With ſerpent error wand'ring, found their way, 
And on the waſhy ooſe deep channels wore; 

Faſy, ere God had bid the ground be dry, 

The dry land Earth, and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters he call d Seas; 

And faw that it was good, and faid, Let th' Earth 
Put forth the verdant graſs, herb yielding ſeed, 310 
Whoſe ſeed is in herſelf upon the Earth. 

He ſcarce had ſaid, when the bare Earth, till then 
Deſert and bare, unſightly, unadorn'd, 

Brought forththe tender graſs, whoſe verdureclad 315 
Her univerſal face with pleaſant green, | 
Then herbs of every leaf, that ſudden flower d, 
Opening their various colors, and made gay | 
Her boſom ſmelling fweet : and theſe ſcarce blown 
Forth flariſh'd thick the cluſtring vine, forth crept 320 
The ſmelling gourd, up ſtood the corny reed 
ImbatteP'd in her field, and th' humble ſhrub, 

Roſe as in dance the ſtately trees, and fpread 324 
Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm d 
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Theirbloſſoms: withhig hwoodsthehillswerecrown'd, 
With tufts the valleys, and each fountain fide, 

With borders long the rivers : that Earth now 
Scem'dlike to Heav'n, a feat where gods might dwell, 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 330 
Her facred ſhades : though God had yet not rain d 
Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground 

None was, but from the Earth a dewy miſt 

Went up and water's all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field, which ere it was in th' Earth 335 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 

On the green ſtem ; God faw that it was good : 

So ev'n and morn recorded the third day. 

Again th' Almughty ſpake, Let there be lights 
High in th expapſe of Heaven to divide 349 
'The day from night ; and let them be for figns, 

For ſcaſons, and for days, and circling years, 
And let them be for lights as I ordain 
'Their office in the firmament of Heav'n 
To give light on the Earth; and it was fo. 345 
And God made two great lights, great for their ute 
To man, the greater to have rule by day, 
The lefs by night altern; and made the ſtars, 
And ſet them in the firmament of Heav'n 
'To' illuminate the Earth, and rule the day 350 
In their viciſſitude, and rule the night, 
And light from darkneſs to divide. God faw, 
Surveying his great work, that it was good; 
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For of celeſtial bodies firſt the ſun 

A mighty ſphere he fram'd, unlightfome firſt, 355 
Though of ethereal mold: then form'd the moon 
Globoſe, and every magnitude of ſtars, 
And ſow d with ftars the Heav'n thick as a field : 
Of light by far the greater part he took, 
Tranſplanted from her cloudy ſhrine, and plac'd 360 
In the fun's orb, made porous to receive 

And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 

Her gather'd beams, great palace now of light. 
Hither as to their fountain other ſtars 

Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 365 
And hence the morning planet gilds her horns; 

By tincture or reflection they augment 

heir ſmall peculiar, though from human fight 

So far remote, with diminution ſeen. 

Firſt in his Eaſt the glorious lamp was feen, 370 
Regent of day, and all th' horizon round 

Inveſted with bright rays, jocond to run 

His longitude through Heav'n's high road; the gray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd 
Shedding ſweet influence : lefs bright the moon 375 
Lut oppoſit in level'd Weſt was ſet 

His mirror, with full face borrowing ber light 

From him, for other light ſhe needed none 

In that aſpeR, and ſtill that diſtance keeps 

Till night, then in the Eaſt her turn ſhe ſhines, 380 
Revolv'd on Heav'n's great aale, and her reign 
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With thouſand leffer lights dividual holds, 

With thouſand thoufand ſtars, that then appear d 

Spangling the hemiſphere : then firſt adorn'd 

With their bright luminaries that ſet and roſe, 383 

Glad ev ning and glad morn crown d the fourth day. 
And God ſaid, Let the waters generate 

Reptil with fpawn abundant, living foul : 

And let fowl fly above the Earth, with wings 

Diſplay d on th' open firmament of Heav'n. 

And God created the great whales, and each 


Soul living, each that crept, which plenteouſſy 


The waters generated by their kinds, 

And every bird of wing after his kind, 

And ſaw that it was good, and bleſs'd them, ſaying, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the ſeas 396 


And lakes and running ftreams the waters fill, 

And let the fowl be multiply d on th' Earth. 

With fry innumerable fwarm, and fhoals 400 

Glide under the green wave, in ſculls that oft 

Bank the mid fea: part fingle or wich mate 

Of coral ſtray, or ſporting with quick glance 405 

Show to the ſun their wav d coats dropt with gold. 

Or in their pearly ſhells at eaſe, attend 

Moiſt nutriment, or under rocks their food 

In jointed armour watch: on ſmooth the ſeal, 
K ij 
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And bended dolphins play: part huge of bulk 410 
Wallowing unwicidy', enormous in their gate 
Tempeſt the ocean : there leviathan, 

Hugeſt of living creatures, on the deep 

Stretch's like a promontory ſleeps or ſwims 

And ſcems a moving land, and at his gills 415 
Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts out a fea. 

Aran while the tepid caves, and fens, and ſhores, 
Their brood asnumerous hatch, from th' egg that ſoon 
Burſting with kindly rupture forth diſelos d 

Their callo young, but ſeather d foon and fledge 420 
They ſumm d their pens, and ſuaring th air ſublime 
With clang deſpis d the ground, under a cloud 

In proſpect; there the eagle and the ſtork 

On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries build: 

Part loofly wing the region, part more wiſe 425 
In common, rang d in figure wedge their way, 
latelligent of ſeaſons, and ſet forth 

Their acry caravan high over ſeas 

Flying, and over lands with mutual wing 
Eafing their flight; ſo ſteers the prudent crane 430 
Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 

Flotes, as they paſs, fann d with unnumber d plumes: 
From branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong 
Sulac'd the woods, and fpread their painted wings 
Till ev'n, nor then the ſolemn nightingale 435 
Ccas'd warbling, but all night tun d her ſoft lays; 
Ochers on ſilver lakes and rivers bath d 
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Their downy breaſt; the fwan with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her ſtate with oary fret; yet oft they quit 4490 
The dank, and riſing on ſtiff pennons, tower 
The mid acreal ſky : others on ground 
Walk'd firm; the creſted cock whoſe clarion founds 
The filent hours, and th' other whoſe gay train 
Adorns him, color'd with the florid hue 445 
Of rainbows and ſtarry eyes. The waters thus 
With fiſh repleniſh'd, and the air with fowl, 
Ev'ning and morn ſolemnia d the fifth day. 

The fixth, and of creation laſt aroſe 
Jet th' earth bring forth foul living in her kind, 
Cattel and creeping things, and beaſt of th Earth, 
Each in their kind. The Earth obey d, and ftrait 
Opening her fertil womb teem d at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, 455 
Limb'd and full grown : out of the ground up roſe 
As from his lair the wild beaſt where he wons 
In foreſt wild, in thicket, brake, or den; 
Among the trees in pairs they roſe, they walk d: 
The cattel in the fields and meadows green; 460 
Thoſe rare and ſolitary, theſe in flocks 
Paſturing at once, and in broad herds upſprung. 
"The graily clods now calv'd, now half appear d 
The tuwny lion, pawing to get free 464 
His hinder parts, then ſprings as broke from bonds, 
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And rampant ſhakes his brinded mane; the ounce, 
The libbard, and the tiger, as the mole 

Riſing, the crumbled earth above them threw 

In hillocs: the fwift ſtag from under ground 469 
Bore up his branching head : ſcarce from his mold 
Behemoth biggeft born of Earth upheav'd 

His vaſtneſs : fleec'd the flocks and bleating roſe, 
As plants: ambiguous between ſea and land 

The river horſe and fcaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 
Inſet or worm: thoſe wav d their limber fans 

For wings, and ſmalleſt lineaments exact 

In all the liveries deck'd of Summer's pride 

With ſpots of gold and purple”, azure and green: 
Theſe as a line their long dimenſion drew, 480 
Streaking the ground with ſinuous trace; not all 
Minims of Nature; ſome of ſerpent kind, 
Wondrous in length and corpulence, in volv d 
Their ſnaky folds, and added wings. Firſt crept 
The parſimonious emmet, provident 485 
Of future, in ſmall room large heart inclos d, 
Pattern of juſt equality perhaps 
Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty : ſwarming next appear d 

The female bee, that feeds her huſband drone 490 
Deliciouſly, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey ſlor d: the peſt are numberieſs, 
Andthoutheir naturesknow ſt, andgav'ſt them names, 
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Nerdleſs to thee repeated; nor unknown 

The ſerpent ſubtleſt beaſt of all the field, 495 
Of huge extent ſometimes, with brazen eyes 

And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 

Not noxious, but obcdient at thy call. 

Now Heav'n in all her glory ſhone, and roll'd 
Her motions, as the great firſt Mover's hand co 
Firſt wheel'd their courſe ; Earth in her rich attire 
Conſummate lovely ſmil'd ; air, water, earth, 

By fowl, liſh, beaſt, was flown, wasfwum, was walk d 
Frequent; and of the fixth day yet remain'd; 

There wanted yet the maſter work, the end 305 
Of all yet done; a creature who not prone 

And brute as other creatures, but induced 

With ſanctity of reaſon, might erect 

Govern the reſt, ſelf-knowing, and from thence 510 
Magnanimous to correſpond with Heav'n, 

But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Directed in devotion, to adore 


Of all his works: — — 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Preſent ?) thus to his Son audibly ſpake. 
Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our fimilitude, and let them rule $529 
Over the fiſh and fowl of fea and air, 
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Beaſt of the field, and over all the Earth, | 

And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This ſaid, he form's thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Duſt of the ground, and in thy noſtrils breath d 525 
The breath of life; in his own image he 

Created thee, in the image of God 

Expreſs, and thou becam'ſt a living ſoul. 

Male he created thee, but thy conſort 
Female for race; then bleſs'd Mankind, and ſaid, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the Earth, 531 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 

Over fiſh of the fea, and fowl of th' air, 

And every living thing that moves on th' Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 535 
Is yet diſtinct by name, thence, as thou know'ſt, 
This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Delectahle both to behold and taſte; 

And freely all their pleaſant fruit for food 540 
Gave thee; all forts are here that all th' Earth yields 
Variety without end; but of the tree, 

Which taſted works knowledge of good and evil, 
Thou may ſt not; in the day thou cat'ft thou dy'ſt; 
Death is the penalty impos'd, beware, 54s 
And govern well thy appetite, leſt Sin 

Surpriſe thee, and her black attendent Death. 

Here finiſh'd he, and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely gocd; 
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So ev n and morn accompliſh'd the fixth day: $58 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 

Deſiſting, though unwearied, up return'd, 

Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode, 

'T hence to behold this new-created world, 

Th' addition of his empire, how it ſhow'd 55s 
In profped from his throne, how good, how fair, 
Anſwering his great idea. Up he rode 

Follow d with acclamation and the found 
Symphonious of ten thouſand harps that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies: the Earth, the air 560 
Re ſounded, (thou remember'ſ, for thou heardſt) 
The Heav'us and all the conſtellations rung, 

The planets in their ſtation liſt ning ſtood, 

While the bright pomp aſcended jubilant. | 
Open, ye everlaſting Gates, they ſung, 563 
Open, ye Heav'ns, your living doors; let in 

The great Creator from his work return'd 
Magnificent, his fix days' work, a World; 

Open, and henceforth oft; for God will deign 

To viſit oft the dwellings of juſt Men 370 
Delighted, and with frequent intercourſe 

On errands of ſupernal grace. So ſung 

The glorious train aſcending ; be through Heav'n, 
That open'd wide her blazing portals, led 575 
To God's eternal houſe direct the way, 

A broad and ample road, whoſe duſt is gold 
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And pavement ſtars, as ſtars to thee appear, 
geen in the galaxy, that milky way, 
Which nightly as a circling zone thou feet 30 
Powder'd with ſtars. And now on Earth the ſeventh 
Evening aroſe in Eden, for the fun 
Was ſet, and Twilight from the Eaſt came on, 
Forerunning Night; when at the holy mount 
Of Heav'n's high-ſeated top, th imperial throne 535 
Of Godhead, fiz'd for ever firm and ſure, 
'The filial Power arriv'd, and fat him down 
With his great Father, for he alſo went 
Invidible, yet ſtay'd, (ſuch privilege 
Hath Omanipreſence) and the work ordain'd, 390 
Author and end of all things, and from work 
Now reſting, bleſs'd and hallow'd the ſev'uth day, 
As reſting on that day from all his work, 
But not in filence holy kept; the harp 
Had work and reſted not, the ſolemn pipe, 59g 
And dulcimer, all organs of fweet ſtop, 
All founds on fret by ftring or golden wire 
Temper d foft tunings, intermix d with voice 
Choral or uniſon : of incenſe clouds 
Fuming from golden cenfers hid the mount. 600 
Creation and the fix days' acts they ſung, 
Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 
Thy power; what thought can meaſure thee or tongue 
Relate thee ? greater now in thy return 

Than from the giant angels; thee that dax 60g 
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Thy thunders magnify d; but to create 
Is greater than created to deſtroy. 
Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 
Thy empire? cafily the proud attempt 
Of ſpi'rits apoſtate and their counſels vain 615 
Thou haſt repell d, while impiouſly they thought 
"Thee to diminiſh, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worſhippers. Who ſceks 
To leffen thee, againſt his purpoſe ſerves 
To manifeſt the more thy might : his evil 615 
Thou uſeſt, and from thence creat'ſt more good. 
Witneſs this new-made World, another Hecav'n 
From Heaven gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glaſſy fea; 
Of amplitude almoſt immenſe, with ſtars 620 
Numerous, and every ſtar perhaps a world 
Of deſtin'd habitation ; but thou know ſt 
Their ſeaſons: among theſe the ſcat of men, 
Earth with her nether occan circumfus'd, 624 
Their pleaſing dwelling place. Thrice happy men, 
And ſons of men, whom God hath thus advanc'd, 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worſhip him, and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on Earth, in fea, or air, 
And multiply a race of worſhippers 630 
Holy and juſt : thrice happy if they know 
Their happineſs, and perſe vere upright. 
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With halleluiahs : thus was ſabbath kept. 

And thy requeſt think now fulfill d, that aſk'd 635 
How firſt this World and face of things began, 

And what before thy memory was done 

From the beginning, that poſterity 
Inform'd by thee might know; if elſe thou ſcek'ſt 
Ought, not ſurpaſhng human meaſure, ſay. 640 


The End of the Syventh Book. 


= 


PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK VIIL 


TT ur angel ended, and in Adam's ear 

Se charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought him ſtill ſpeaking, till ſtood fix'd to hear; 
Then as new wak'd chus gratefully reply'd. 

What thanks ſufficient, or what recompenſs 5 
Equal have I to render thee, divine 
Hiſtorian, who thus largely haſt allay'd 
The thirſt I had of knowledge, and vouchſaf'd 
This friendly condeſcenſion to relate 
Things elſe by me unſearchable, now heard 10 
With wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 

With glory attribũted to the high 
Creator? ſomething yet of doubt remains, 
Which only thy ſolution can reſolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world 15 
Of Heav'n and Earth conſiſting, and compute 
66— Mal 
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An atom, with the firmament compar'd 
-\nd all her number d ſtars, that ſcem to roll 


Spaces incomprehenſible ( for ſuch 20 
heir diſtance argues and their ſwift return 


One day and night, in all their vaſt ſurvey 
Ulclſs befules; reafoning | oft admire, 25 


rhat better might with far leſs compaſs move, 
Serv'd by more noble than herſelf, attains 

As tribute, ſuch a ſumleſs journey brought 

Of incorporeal fpecd, her warmth and light: 
Speed, to deſcribe whoſe fwiftnefs number fails. 

So ſpake our Sire, and by his count'nance feem'd 
Eatring on ſtudious thoughts abſtruſe, which Eve 40 
Ferceiving where ſhe fat retir d in fight, 

And grace that won who faw to wiſh her ſtay, 
Roſe, and went forth among her fruits and flowers, 
To viſit how they profper'd, bud and bloom, 45 


—— — 
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Her nurſery; they at her coming ſprung, 

And touch'd by her fair tendence gladlier grew. 
Yet went ſhe not, as not with fuch diſcourſe 
Delighted, or not capable her car 

Of what was high: ſuch pleaſure ſhe referv'd, 50 
Adam relating, ſhe fole auditreſs; 

Her huſband the relator ſhe pre ſerr d 

Eefore the angel, and of him to aſk 

Choſe rather; he, ſhe knew, would intermix 
Grateful digreſſions, and ſolve high diſpute 55 
With conjugal careſſes; from his lip 

Not words alone pleas d her. O when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join'd ? 
With goddeſs- like demeanour forth ſhe went, 

Not unattended, for on her as queen 60 
A pomp oſ winning Graces waited ſtill, 

And from about her ſhot darts of deſire 

Into all eyes to wiſh her ſtill in fight. 

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt propos d 
Benevolent and facil thus reply d. 65 
To aſk or ſearch l blame thee not, for Heav'n 

Is as the book of God before thee ſet, 

Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His ſeaſons, hours, or days, or months, or years: 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Earth, 70 
Imports not, if thou reckon right; the reſt 

From man or angel the great Architect 
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li, ſecrets $9 be ſcann d by them who ought 
Rather admire; or if they liſt to try 75 
Conjecture, he his fabric of the heav'ns 

Hath left to their diſputes, perhaps to move 

His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Herraſter, when they come to model Heav'n 

And calculate the ſtars, how they will wie ld 8 
Vo fave appearances, how gird the ſphere 

With centric and eccentric ſeribled o'cr, 

Cycle and cpicvcle, orb in orb: 

Already by thy reafoving this I gueſs, 25 
Who art to lead thy offspring, and ſuppoſeſt 

"Chat bodies bright and greater ſhould not ferve 

Ihe leſs not bright, nor Heav'n ſuch journics run, 
The benefit : Confider firſt, that great go 
Or bright inſers not excellence: the Earth 

"hough, in compariſon of Heav'n, fo ſmall, 

Nor gliſt ring. may of ſolid good contain 

More plenty than the ſun that barren ſhines, 

Whoſe virtue on itſelf works no eſſect, 95 
But in the fruitful Earth; there firſt receiv'd 

Yet not to Earth are thoſe bright luminaries 
Officious, but to thee Earth's habitant. 
And for the Heav'n's wide circuit, let it fpeak 100 
The Maker's high magnificence, who built 
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So ſpacious, and his line ſtretch'd out ſo far; 

That man may know he dwells not in his own; 

Aa edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodg'd in a ſmall partition, and the reſt 105 
Ordain'd for uſes to his Lord beſt known. 

Ihe ſwiftneſs of thoſe circles attribute, 

"Though numberlefs, to his omnipotence, 

I hat to corporeal ſubſtances could add 

Specdalmoſt ſpiritual; me thou think ſt not flow, 110 
W ho fince the morning hour fet out from Heav'n 
Where God reſides, and ere mid-day arriv'd 
In Eden, diſtance inexpreſſible 

By numbers that have name. But this I urge, 
Admitting motion in the Heav'ns, to ſhow 
Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd; 
Not that | fo affirm, though ſo it feem 

To thee who haſt thy dwelling bere on Earth. 

God, to remove his ways from human ſenſe, 

Flac'd Heav'n from Earth fo far, that earthly fight, 
If it preſume, might err in things too high, 225 
And no advantage gain. What if the ſun 

Be center to the world, and other ſtars, 

lucited, dance about him various rounds ? 125 
Their wandꝰ ring courſe now high, now low, then hid, 
Progreſſive, retrograde, or ſtanding ſtill, 

In fix thou ſeeſt, and what if ſeventh to theſe 


The planet Earth, fo ſtedſaſt though ſhe ſeem, 
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inſenſibly three different motions move? 130 
Which elſe to ſeveral ſpheres thou muſt aſcribe 
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities, 

Or fave the Sun his labor, and that ſwiſt 
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb ſuppos d, 

Inviſible elſe above all ſtars, the wheel 135 
If Earth induſtrious of herſelſ fetch Day 
Travelling Eaſt, and with her part averſe 

From the ſun's beam meet Night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if chat light 140 
Sent from her through the wide tranſpicuous air, 
To the terreſtrial Moon be as a ſtar 
Iatightning her by day, as ſhe by night 
This Earth? reciprocal, if land be there, 

Fields and inhabitants her ſpots thou ſceft 145 
Fruits in her foften'd ſoil, for ſome to eat 

Allotted there; and other ſuns perhaps 
Communicating male and female light, 150 
Which two great ſexes animate the World, 

Stor d in each orb perhaps with ſome that live. 

Por ſuch vaſt room in Nature unpoſſeſs d 

By living foul, deſert and defolate, 

Only to ſhine, yet ſcarce to contribũte 59 
Each orb a glimpſe of light, convey'd fo far 

Down to this habitable, which returas 
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Light back to them, is obvious to diſpute. 

But whether thus theſe things, or whether not, 
Whether the ſun predominant in Heav'n 160 
Riſe on the Earth, or Earth riſe on the ſun, 

He from the Eaſt his flaming road begin, 

Or ſhe from Weſt her ſilent courſe advance 

On ler ſoft axle, while ſhe paces even 165 
I. eave them to God above, him ſerve and fear; 

Of other creatures, as him pleaſes beſt, 

Wherever plac'd, let him difpoſe : joy tho 270 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradiſe 

And thy fair Eve; Heav'n is for thee too high 

To know what paſſes there; be lowly wiſe: 

Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 175 
Live, in what ſtate, condition, or degree, 

Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd 

Not of Earth only but of higheſt Heav'n. 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, reply d. 
How fully haſt thou fatisfy'd me, pure 
Intelligence of Heav'n, angel ſerene, 

And freed from intricacies, taught to live 

The eaſieſt way, nor with perplexing thoughts 

To interrupt the ſweet of life, from which 

God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 184 
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And not moleſt us, unleſs we outſelves 

Seek them with wand' ring thoughts, and notions vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 

Uncheck d, and of her roving is no end; 

Till warn'd, or by experience taught, ſhe learn, 190 
That not to know at large of things remote | 
From uſe, obſcure, and ſubtle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 

Is the prime wiſdom ; what is more is fume, 
Or emptineſs, or fond impertinence, 
And renders us in things that moſt concern 
Unpractis d, unprepar d, and ſtill to ſeek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us deſcend 

A lower flight, and ſpeak of things at hand 

Uſeful, whence haply mention may ariſe 200 
Of ſomething not unſcaſonable to aik 

By ſufferance, and thy wonted favor deign'd. 

Thee I have heard relating what was done 

Ere my remembrance : now hear me relate 

My ſtory, which perhaps thou haſt not heard; 2053 
And day is not yet ſpent; till then thou ſeeſt 

How ſubtly to detain thee I deviſe, 

Inviting thee to hear while | relate, 

Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply : 

For while I fit with thee I ſeem in Heav'n, 210 
And fweeter thy diſcourſe is to my car 

Than fruits of palm-tree pleaſanteſt to thirſt 

And hunger both, from labor, at the hour 
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Of ſweet repaſt ; they ſatiate, and ſoon fill 

Imbued, bring to their ſweetneſs no ſatiety. 216 
To whom thus Raphael anfwer'd heav'nly meck. 

Nor are thy lips ungraceful, Sire of Men, 

Nor tongue ineloquent ; for God on thee 

Abundantly his gifts hath alſo pour d 220 

Inward and ourward both, his image fair : 

Speaking or mute all comelineſs and grace 

Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms; 

Nor leſs think we in Heav'n of thee on Earth 

Than of our fellow-ſervant, and inquire 225 

Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 

For God we ſee hath honor d thee, and ſet 

On man his equal love: fay therefore on; 

For I that day was abſent, as befel, 

Bound on a voyage uncouth and obſcure, 230 

Far on excurſion tow'ard the gates of Hell; 

Squar'd in full legion (ſuch command we had) 

To ſee that none thence iffucd forth a ſpy, 

Or enemy, while God was in his work, 

Leſt he incens d at ſuch eruption bold, 235 

Deſtruction with creation might have mix'd. 

Not that they durſt without his leave attempt, 

But us he ſends upon his high beheſts 

For ſtate, as Sovran King, and to inure 

Our prompt obedience. Faſt we found, faſt ſhut 246 

The diſmal gates, and barricado d ſlrong; 


72 PARADISE tos r. II. 


Noiſe, other than the ſound of dance or ſong, 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we return'd up to the coaſts of Light 245 
Ere ſabbath evening: ſo we had in charge. 

But thy relation now; for | attend, 

Pleas'd with thy words no leſs than thou with mine. 
So ſpake the godlike Power, and thus our Sire. 
For man to tell how human life began 250 

Is hard; for who himſelf beginning knew? 
Deſire with thee ſtill Ionger to converſe 
Induc'd me. As new wak'd from ſoundeſt ſleep 
Soft on the flowery herb | found me laid 
In balmy fweat, which with his beams the fun 255 
Soon dry d. and on the reeking moiſture fed. 
Strait toward Heav'n my wond'ring eyes | turn d, 
And gaz'd a while the ample fy, till rais'd 
By quick inſtinctive motion up | ſprung, 
Stood on my feet; about me round | faw 
And liquid lapſe of murm'ring ſtreams; by theſe, 
Creatures that liv'd and mo d, and walk d, or flew, 
Birds on the branches warbling ; allthingsfmil'd, 265 
With fragrance and with joy my heart o'crflow'd. 
Myfelf | then perus d, and limb by limb 
survey d, and ſometimes went, and ſometimes ran 
With ſupple joints, as lively vigor led; 
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But who I was, or where, or from what cauſe, 279 
Knew not; to ſpeak I try'd, and forthwith ſpake; 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 
Whate'er | ſaw. "Thou Sun, faid I. fair light, 
And thou inlighten'sd Earth, fo freſh and gay, 
Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures tell, 276 
Tell, if ye faw, how came I thus, how here ? 
Nut of myſelf; by ſome great Maker then, 
In goodneſs and in power præcminent; 
Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 280 
From whom l have that thus I move and live, 
And fce! that | am happier than I know. 
While thus I call'd, and ſtray d I knew not whither, 
From where | firſt drew air, and firſt beheld 
This happy light, when anſwer none return d, 285 
On 2 green ſhady bank prefuſe of lowers 
Penſi ve I fat me down; there geutle Sleep 
Firſt found me, and with ſutt oppreſſion (cis'd 
My drouſed ſer ic, untroubled, though l thought 
then was pa lling to my former tate 292 
Inſcnſible, and torchwith to diiſolve : 
When ſuddenly ſtood at my head a Dream, 
Whoſc inward apparition gently mov d 
Ny fancy to believe I yet had being, 
And liv'd : One came, methought, of ſhape divine, 
And faid, Thy manſion wants thee, Aduen, rife, 56 
F:rit Man, of men icnumerable ordain d 
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Firſt Father, call'd by thee I come thy guide 

To the Garden of Bliſs, thy ſcat prepar'd. 

So faving, by the hand he took me rais'd, 309 
And over fields and waters, as in air 

Smooth ſliding without ſtep, laſt led me up 

A woody mourtain, whoſe high top was plain, 

A circuit wide, inclos'd, with goodlieſt trees 
Planted, with walks, and bowers, that what | ſaw 30; 
Of Earth before ſcarce pleaſant ſeem'd. Fach tree 
Leaden with faireſt fruit that hung to th cye 
Tempting, ſtir d in me ſudden appetite 

To pluck and eat; whereat | wak'd, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the Dream 310 
Had lively ſhadow d: here had new begun 

My wand'ring, had not ke who was my guide 

Up hither, from among the trees appear'd, 
Preſence divine. Rejoicing, but with awe, 


In adoration at his feet I fell 315 
Submiſs : he rear d me-, and Whom thou ſought'ſt 
Said mildly, Author of all this thou ſect [I am, 


Above, or rcund about thee, or beneath. 
This Paradiſe | give thee, count it thine 7 
To till and keep, and of the fruit to cat : 329 
Of every tree that in the garden grows 

Eat freely with glad heart; fear here no dearth : 
But of the tree whoſe operation brings 

Knowledge of good and ill, which | have ſet 
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Amid the garden by the tree of Life, 

Remember what I warn thee, ſhun to taſte, 

And ſhun the bitter conſequence : for know, 

The day thou cat'ft thereof, my ſole command 

Trauſgreſo d, incvitably thou ſhalt die, 339 

From that day mortal, and this happy ſtate 

Shalt loſe, expell'd from hence into a world 

Of woe and ſorrow. Sternly he pronounc'd 

Yet dreadful in mine car, though in my choice 335 

Not to incur; but ſoon his clear afpct 

Return'd, and gracious purpoſe thus renew d. 

To thee and to thy race I give; as lords 

Poſſeſs it, and all things that therein bve, 340 

Or live in ſea, or air, beaſt, fiſh, and fow l. 

In ſign whereof each bird and beaſt behold 

After their kinds; I bring them to receive 

From thee their names, and pay thee feilty 

With low ſubjection; underitand the ſame 345 

Of fiſh within their watry reſidence, 

Not hither ſummon d, ſiuce they cannot change 

Their element to draw the thinner air. 

As thus he ſpeke, each bird and beaſt behold 

Approaching two and two, theſe cowring low 30 

With dlandiihment, each bird ſtocp'd on his wing. 

I nam d them, as they paſs d, and enderitcod 

Their nature, with ſuch knowledge Cod indued 
dn 
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My ſudden apprehenſion : but in theſe 
I found not what methought I wanted ſtill; 355 
And to the heav'nty Viſion thus preſum'd. 

O by what name, for thou above all theſe, 
Above Mankind, or cught than Mankind higher, 
Sur paſſoſt tar my naming, how way l 
Adore thee, Author of this univerſe, 360 
And all this good to man ? for whoſe well being 
So amply, and wit.. hands fo liberal 
Thou halt provided ail things : but with me 
I ſee not who pxrtokes. In thtude 
What happineſs, who can <rjoy alone, 
Or all enjoying, what contcatment find ? 
Thus l pteſumptuous; and the Viſion bright, 
As with a ſmile more brighten d. thus reply d. 

What call ſt thou Solitude ? is not the Earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 379 
Repleniſh'd, and all theſe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? know'ſt thou not 
Their language and their ways? they alſo know, 
And reaſon not contemptibly; with theſe 
Find paſtime, and bear rule; thy realm is large. 375 
So ſpake the univerſal Lord, and feem'd 
So ord' ring. I with leave of ſpeech implor'd, 

And humble deprecation thus reply'd. 

Let not my words offend thee, heav'nly Power; 
My Maker, be propitious while I ſpeak. 380 

laſt thou not made me here thy ſubititute, 


365 
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And theſc inferior far beneath me ſet? 
Among uncquals what foci ty 
Can fort, what harmony or true delight ? 
Which muſt be mutual, in proportion due 385 
Giv'n and receiv d; but in diſparity 
The one intenſe, the other ſtill remiſs 
Cannot well ſuit with either, but joon prove 
Tedious alike : of fellowſhip I ſpeak 
Such as I ſcek, fit to participate 290 
All rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human conſort ; they rejoice 
Each with their kind, kon with lionef+ ; 
So fitly them in pairs thou haſt combiu'd; 
Much leſs can bird with beaſt, or fiſh with fowl 395 
So well converſe, nor with the ox the ape; 
Worſe then can man with beaſt, and leait of all. 
Whereto th' Almighty anſwer d not diſpleas d. 

A nice and ſubtle happineſs I ſee 
Thou to thyſelf propoſeſt, in the choice 400 
No pleaſure, though in pleaſure, ſolitary. 
What think ſl thou then of me, and this my ſtate? 
Secm l to thee ſuſſiciently poſſcſs d 
Of happineſs, or not? who am alone 40 
From all eternity, for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much leſs. 
How have I then with whom to hold converſe 
Save with the creatures which I made, and thoſe 

0 15 
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To me inferior, infinite deſcents 410 
Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 

He cecas'd, I lowly anſwer d. To attain 
The highth and depth ot thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come ſhort, Supreme of things ; 
Thou in thyſelf art perfect, and in thee 415 
Is no deficience found ; not fo is man, 
But in degree, the cauſe of his defire 
By converſation with his like to help, 
Or ſolace his defects. No need that thou 
Shouldſt propagate, already infinite, 420 
And through all numbers abſolute, though one; 


425 
Social communication, yet ſo pleas'd, 
Canſt raiſe thy creature to what highth thou wilt 436 
Of union or communion, deiſy d; 
I by converſing cannot theſe erect 


From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I imbolden'd ſpake, and freedom us'd 
Permiſſive, and acceptance found, which gain'd 435 
This anfwer from the gracious voice divine. 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleas'd, 


53 
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And find thee knowing not of beafts alone, 
Which thou haſt rightly nam' d, but of thyſelf, 
Expreſlivg well the ſpirit within thee free, 449 
My image, not imparted to the brute, 
Whoſe fcilowſhip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reaſon was thou freely ſhouldſt diflikc, 
And be ſo minded ſtill; I, ere thou ſpak ſt, 
Knew it not good for man to be alone, 
And no ſuch company as then thou ſaw'ſt 
Intended thee, for trial only brought, 
To ſee how thou couldſt judge of fit and meet: 
What next | bring ſhall pleaſe thee, be aſſur d, 
Thy likeneſs, thy fit help, thy other ſelf, 450 
Thy wiih exactly to thy heart's deſire. 

He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his heav'nly overpower d, 
Which it had long ſtood under, ſtrain d to th highth 
In that celeft:al colloquy fublime, 455 
As with an object that excels the ſenſe 
Dazzlcd and ſpent, funk down, and ſought repair 
Of Slecp, which inſtantly fell on me, call'd 
By Nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 460 
Abitra®t as in a trance methought I ſaw, 
Though ſleeping, where I lay, and ſaw the ſhape 
Still glorious before whom awake [ ſtood : 
Who ſloopiug open'd my left fide, and cook 463 


445 
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From thence a rib, with cordial ſpirits warm, 

And lfc-blood ftreaming freſh; wide was the wound, 

But ſuddcnly with flcſh fill d up and heal'd : 

The rib he form'd and faſhion'd with his hands; 

Under his forming hands a creature grew 47 

Manlike, but diſferent ſex, fo lovely fair, 

That what ſrem' d fair in all the world, feem'd now 

Mean, or in her fumm'd up, in her contain'd 

And in her looks, which ſrom that time infu d 

Sweetneſs into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

And into all things ſrom her air inſpir d 

The ſpirit of Love and amorous delight. 

She diſappear'd, and leſt me dark; I wak'd 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her loſs, and other pleaſures all abjure : 480 

When out of hope, behold her, not far off, 

Such as I faw her in my dream, adorn'd 

With what all Earth cr Heaven could beſtow 

To make her amiable : on ſhe came, 

Led by her heav'nly Maker, though unſeen, 48; 

And guided by his voice, nor uninform'd 

Grace was ia all ker ſleps, Heav'n in her eye, 

In every geſture dignicy and love. 

] overjoy'e could nut forbear aloud. 499 
This turn hath made amends ; thou haſt fulſill d 

Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign, 

Gzver of all things fair, but faireft this 
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Of all thy giſts, nor envieſt. I now ſee 

Bone of my bone, fleſh of my fleſh, myſelf 495 
Before me; Woman is her name, of Man 
Extracted; for this cauſe he ſhall forego 
Father and mother, and to' his wife adhere; 
And they ſhall be one fleſh, one heart, one ſoul. 
Yet innocence and virgin modeſty, 501 
Her virtue and the conſcience of her worth, 

That would be woo'd, and not unfought be won, 
Not obvious, not obſtruſive, but retir'd, 

The more defirable, or to ſay all, 505 
Nature herſelf, though pure of ſinful thought, 
Wrought in her fo, that ſecing me, ſhe turn'd; 

I follow'd her, ſhe what was honor knew, 

And with obſcquious majeſty approv'd 

My pleaded reaſon. To the nuptial bower 510 
Led her bluſhing like the Morn : all Hcav'n, 

And happy conſtellations on that hour 

Shed their ſelecteſt influence; the Earth 

Gave ſign of gratulation, and each hill; 

Joyous the birds; freſh gales and gentle airs 515 
Whiſper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Fung roſe, flung oders from the ſpicy ſhrub, 
Difporring, till the amorous bird of night 

On his hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 520 
Thus have I told thee all my ſtate, and brought 
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My ftcry to the ſum of earthly bliſs 

Which | enjoy, and muſt conieſs to find 

In all things elſe delight indeed, but ſuch 

As us d or not, works in the mind no change, $525 
Nor vchement de ſire, theſe delicacies 

Imcan of taſte, ſight, ſmell, herbs, fruits, and flowers, 
Walks, and the melody of birds; but here 

Far otherwiſe, tranſported | behc1d, 
Tranſported touch; here paſſion firſt I felt, 330 
Commotion ſtrange, in all enjoyments elſe 
Superior and unmov'd, here only weak 

Againſt the charm of Beauty's powerſul glance. 

Or Nature fail d in me, and left ſome part 

Not proof enough ſuch object to ſuſtain, 435 
Or from my fide ſubduRing, took perhaps 

More than enough; at lcaft on her beftow'd 

Too much of ornament, in outward ſhove 
Elaborate, of inward leſs exact. 

For well | underſtand in the prime end 542 
Of Nature her th' inſerĩar, in the mind 

And inward faculties, which moſt excel, 

In outward aliv ker reſembling lefs 

The character of that dominion given 543 
O'cr other creatuzes; yet when | approach 

Her lovelineis, fo abſolute ſhe feems 

And in herſclf complete, fo well to know 

Her own, that what ſhe wills to do or fay 


_ 


Build in her lovelieſt, and create an awe 
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Scems wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreeteft, beſt ; 
All higher knowledge in her preſence falls 
Degraded, Wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
Loſes diſcount nanc d, and like Folly ſhows; 
As oac intended firſt, not after made 
Occafionally ; and to conſummate all, 
Creatncfs of mind, and Nobieneſs their ſeat 


About her, as a guard angelic plac'd. 
To whom the angel with contracted brow. 360 
Accuſe not Nature, ſhe hath done her part; 
Do thou but thine, and be not diffdent 
Of Wiſdom, ſhe deferts thee not, if thou 
By attribating overmuch to things 56s 
Lefs excellent, as thou thyſelf perceiv ſt, 
For what admir'ft thou, what tranſports thee ſo, 
An outſide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cheriſhing, thy honoring, and thy love, 
Not thy ſubjection: weigh with her thyſelf; 370 
hen value: oft-umes nothing profits more 
Than ſelf-eſteem, grounded on juſt and right 
Well manag'd; of that ſxill the more thou know ſt, 
The more the will acknowledge thee her head, 
And to realitics yield all her ſhows : $7$ 
Made ſo adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful, that with honor thou may'it love 
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Thy mate, who ſees when thou art ſeen leaſt wiſe. 
But if the ſenſe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated ſeem ſuch dear delight 380 
Beyond all other, think the ſame vouchfaf'd | 
To cattel and cach beait; which would not be 
To them made common and divulg'd, if ought 
Thercin enjoy d were worthy to ſubduc 

The foul of man, or paſſion in him move. 383 
What high'er in her focicty thou ſind ſt | 
Attractive, human, rational, love ſtill; | 
la loving thou doſt well, in paſſion not, 

Wherein true love conſiſts not; Love reſines 
The thoughts, and heart inlarges, hath his ſcat 590 
In rea'fon, and is judicious, is the ſcale 
By which to heav'nly love thou may ſt aſcend, 
Not ſunk in carnal pleaſure, for which cauſe 
Among the beaſts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abaſh'd Adam reply d. 595 
Neither her outſide formꝰ d fo fair, nor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds 
(Though higher of the genial bed by far, 
And with myſtcrious reverence | deem ) 
So much delights me, as thoſe graceful acts, 6co 
Thoſe thouſand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words aud actions mix'd with love 
And ſweet compliance, which declare unicign'd 
Union cf mind, or in us both one foul; 
Harmony tv bchold in wedded pair 65 
6 
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More grateful than harmonious ſound to th car. 
Yet theſe ſubject not; I to thee diſcloſe 
What inward thence | feel, not therefore foil'd, 
Who meet with various objects, from the ſenſe 
Varioufly repreſenting ; yet ſlall free 
Approve the beſt, and follow' what | approve. 
To love thou blam'ft me not, for love thou ſay ſt 
Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and guide; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what | af; 
Love not the heav'nly ſpi rita, and how their love 61 5 
Expreſs they, by looks only, or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? 

To whom the angel with a ſmile that glow'd 
Celeſtial rofy red, Love's proper hue, 
Anſwer d. Let it ſuffice thee that thou know'ſt 620 
Us happy, and without love no happineſs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy ſt 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obſtac le find none 
Of menhoans, jaing, os 625 


610 


As fleſh to mix with fleſh, or foul with ſoul. 

But I can now no more; the parting ſun 630 

Beyond the Earth's green cape and verdant iles 

Heſperian ſets, my fignal to depart. 

Be ſtrong, live happy, and love, but firſt of all 
Fuume II. 11 
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Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command; take heed leſt paſſion ſway 635 
Thy judgment to do oughr, which elte free will 
Would not admit; thine and of all thy fons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd; beware. 
1 in thy perſevering ſhall rejoice, 
And all the Bleſt : ſtand faſt; to ſtand or fall 640 
Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 
Perfect within, no outward aid require; 
And all temptation to tranſgreſs repel. 

So ſaying, he aroſe; whom Adam thus 
Follow d with benediction. Since to part, 645 
Go heav'nly gueſt, ethereal meſſenger, 
Sent from whoſe fovran goodneſs | adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condeſcenſion, and ſhall be honor d ever 
With grateful memory: thou to mankind 650 
Be good and friendly ſtill, and oft return. 

So parted they, the angel up to Heav'n 
From the thick ſhade, and Adam to his bower. 653 


The End of the Eighth Book. 
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till then void of both: Eve requires him to bring her to that tree, 


grown boider, with many wiles and arguments induces her at length 
to eat: ſhe pleas'd with the taſte deliberates a while whether to 
impart thereof to Adam or not, at laft brings him of the fruit, re- 
lates what perſuaded her to eat thereof: Adam at firſt ama d, but 
perceiving her loſt, reſolves through vetemence of love to pcriſh 
with her: and extenuating the treſpaſs cats alſo of the 

effects thereof in them both; they ſeck to cover their nakedneſe 3 
then fall to variance and accuſation of one another. 


No more of talk where God or angel gueſt 
With man, as with his friend, familiar us'd 
To fit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repaſt, permitting him the while 
Venial diſcourſe unblam d: I now muſt change 3 
Thoſe notes to tragic; foul diſtruſt, and breach 
— —„½ 
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And diſobedience : on the part of Heav'n 
Now alicnated, diſtance and diſtaſte, 

Anger and juft rebuke. and judgment given, 
That brought into this world a world of woe, 
Death's harbinger: ſad taſk, yet argument 
Not leſs but more heroic than the wrath 

Of ſtern Achilles on his foe purſu d 

Thrice fugitive about Troy wall; or rage 
Of Turnus for Lavinia difeſpous'd, 

Or Neptune s ire or Juno's, that fo long 
Perplex'd the Greek and Cytherea's fon ; 

If anſwerable ſtile | can obtain 


Pleas'd me long chuſing, and beginning late; 
Not ſedulous by nature to indite 

Wars, hitherto the only argument 

Heroic deem's, chief maſt ry to difſet 

In battels feign'd; the better fortitude 

Of Patience and heroic Martyrdom 

Unſung; or to deſcribe races and games, 

Or tilting furniture, imblazon d ſhields, 
Imprellcs quaint, capariſons and ſteeds; 
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At jouſt and torneament; then marſhal'd feaſt 
Serv'd up in hall with ſewers and ſeneſhals; 
The fkill of artiſice or office mean, 
To perſon or to poem. Me of theſe 
Nor ſkill'd nor ſtudious, higher argument 
Remains, ſufficient of itſelf to raiſe 
That name, unleſs an age too late, or cold 
Climate, or years damp my intended wing 45 
Depreſs d, and much they may, if all be minc, 
Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear. 

The ſun was ſunk, and after him the ſtar 
Of Heſperus, whoſe office is to bring 
Twilight upon the Earth, ſhort arbiter 50 
"Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Night's hemiſphere had veil'd th' horizon round: 
When Satan who late fled before the threats 


In meditated fraud and malice, bent 55 
On man's deſtruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himſelf, fearleſs return'd. 
By night he fled, and at midnight retura'd 
From compaſling the Earth, cautious of day, 
Since Uriel regent of the ſua deſcry'd 60 
His entrance, and fore warn'd the cherubim 
That kept their watch; thenee full of anguiſh driven, 
The ſpace of ſev n continued nights he rode 

H iy 
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He circled, four times croſs d the car of Night 6g 
From pole to pole, traverſing each colare; 

On th' eighth return d. and on the coaſt averſe 
From entrance or cherubic watch, by ſtcalth 
Found umſuſpected way. There was a place, 69 
Now not, tho” Sin, not Time, firſt wrought the change, 
Where "Tigris at the foot of Paradiſe 

Into a gulf ſhot under ground, till part 

Roſe up x fountain by the tree of Life; 
In with the river ſunk, and with it roſe 
Satan involv'd in riſing miſt, then ſought 
Where to lic hid; fea he had ſearch d and land 
From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 

Nl. eotis, up beyond the river Ob; 
Downward as far antarctic; and in length 

Welt from Orontes to the occan barr'd 30 
At Darien, thence to the land where flows 

Ganges and Indus: thus the orb be roam'd 
Conſider'd every creature, which of all 

The ſerpent ſubtleſt beaſt of all the field. 

Him after long debate, irreſolute 

Of thoughts revolv'd, his final ſentence choſe 

Fit veſſel, fitteſt imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark ſuggeſtions hide go 
From ſharpeſt ſight : for in the wily ſnake, 


73 
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Proceeding, which in other beaſts obſerv d 
Doubt might beget of diabolic power : 94 


Thus he reſol. d. but firſt from inward grief 
His burſting paſſion into plaints thus pour'd. 

O Earth, how like to Heav'n, if not preferr'd 
More juſtly, feat worthier of gods, as built co 
With ſccond thoughts, reforming what was old! 
For what god aftcr better worſe would build ? 
Terreſtrial Heav'n, danc'd round by other heav'ns 
Light above light, for thee alone, as ſeems 104 
In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of ſacred influence! As God in Heav'n 
Is center, yet extends to all, ſo thou 
Centring receiv'ſ{t from all thoſe orbs; in thee, 

Not in themſelves, all their known virtue appears 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 11 
Of growrh, ſenſe, reaſon, all ſumm d up in man. 
With what delight could I have walk d thee round, 
If I could joy in ought, fweet interchange 115 
Ot hill and valley, rivers, woods, and plains, 

Now land, now fea, and ſhores with foreſt crown d, 
Rocks, dens, and caves! but | in none of theſe 

Find place or refuge; and the more I ſee 
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Pleaſures about me, ſo much more I feel 120 
Torment within me”, as from the hateful ſiege 

Ot centraries; all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in Heav'n much worſe would be my ſtate. 
But neither here ſeek I, no nor in Heav'n 


Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe, 

In woe then; that Deſtruction wide may range: 
ro me ſhall be the glory ſole among 135 
Th' inſernal powers, in one day to have marr'd 
What he Almighty ſtil'd, fix nights and days 
Continu'd making, and who knows how long 
Before had been contriving, though perhaps 

Not longer than fince I in one night freed 149 
From ſervitude inglorious well nigh half 

Th” angelic name, and thinner left the throng 

Of his adorers: he to be aveng'd, | 

And to repair his numbers thus impair'd, 

Whether ſuch virtue ſpent of old now fail'd 145 
More angels to create, if they at leaſt 

Axe his created, or to ſpite us more, 
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| Determin'd to advance into our room 

A creature form d of earth, and him endow, 

Exalted from ſo baſe original, 150 
With heav'nly ſpoils, our ſpoils: what he decreed 
He eſſected; man he made, and for him built 

Him lord proncunc'd, and, O indignity! 

Subjected to his ſervice angel wings, 153 
And flaming miniſters to watch and tend 

Their earthly charge: of theſe the vigilance 

I dread, and to elude, thus wrapt in miſt 

Of midnight vapor glide obſcure, and pry 

In every buſk and brake, where hap may find 260 
The ſerpent ſleeping, in whoſe mazy folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 

O foul deſcent! that I who erſt contended 

| With gods to fit the high'eſt, am now conſtrain d 

| Into a beaſt, and mix'd with beſtial ſlime, 165 
This eſſence to incarnate and imbrutc, 

That to the highth of Deity aſpir d; 

But what will not Ambition and Revenge 

Deſcend to? who aſpires mutt down as low 


As high he ſoar'd, obnoxious firſt or laſt 170 
To baſeſt things. Revenge, at firſt though ſweet, 
Bitter ere long back on itſelf recoils; 


Let it; I reck not, fo it light well aim d. 
Since higher | fali ſhort, on kim who next 
Provokes my envy, this new favourite 174 
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Of Heav'n, this Man of Clay, fon of Deſpite, 
Whom us the more to ſpite his Maker rais'd 
From duſt : ſpite then with ſpite is beſt repaid. 

So ſaying, through each thicket dank or dry, 
Like a black miſt low creeping, he keld on 180 
His midnight ſearch, where ſooneſt he might find 
The ſerpent : him faſt fleeping ſoon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round fciſ-roll'd, 

His head the midſt, well ſtur d with ſubtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid ſhade or diſmal den, 185 
Nor nocent yet, but on the graſſy herb 

Fearleſs unfear d he ſlept: in at his mouth 

The Devil enter d, and his brutal ſenſe, 

In heart or head, poſſeſſing ſoon inſpir d 

With act intelligential; but his flcep 190 
Diſturb' d not, waiting cloſe th' approach of morn. 
Now when as ſacred Light began to dawn 

In Eden on the humid flowers, that breath'd 

Their morning incenſe, when all things that breathe, 
From th” Earth's great altar ſend up ſilent praiſe 193 
To the Creator, and his noſtrils fill 

With grateful ſmell, forth came the Human Pair, 
And join'd their vocal worſhip to the quire 

Ot creatures wanting voice; that done, partake 

The ſeaſon, prime for ſweeteſt ſents and airs: 200 
Then commune how that day they beſt may ply 
Their growing work : for much their work outgrew 
The hands diſpatch of two gard ning fo wide, 


* 


Book IFN. PARADISE LOST. * 


And Eve firſt to her huſband thus began. 
Adam, well may we labor ſtill to dreſs 
This garden, ſtill to tend plant, herb and flower, 
Our pleafant taſk injoin'd, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labor grows, 
Luxurious by reſtraint; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 210 
One night or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now adviſe, 
Or bear what to my mind firſt thoughts preſent; 
Let us divide our labors, thou where choice 
Leads ther, or where moſt needs, whether to wind 215 
The woodbine round this arbor, or direct 
The claſping ivy where to climb, while I 
In yonder ſpring of roſes intermix'd 
Wich myrtle, find what to redreſs till noon : 
For while fo near each other thus all day 220 
Our tak we chuſe, what wonder if fo near 
Looks interveen and ſmiles, or object new 
Caſual diſcourſe draw on, which intermits 
Our day s work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th' hour of ſupper comes uncarn'd. 225 
To whom mild anfwer Adam thus return'd. 
Sole Eve, affociate fole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures dear, 
Wellhaſt chou motion d, well thythoughts employ'd 
How we might beſt fulfil the work which here 230 
God hach afligu'd us, not of me ſhalt paſs 
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Unprais d: for nothing lovelicr can be found 

In woman, than to ſtudy houſhold good, 

And good works in her hufband to promote. 

Yet not fo ſtrictly hath our Lord impos'd 235 
Labor, as to debar us when we need 
Refreſhment, whether food, or talk between. 

Food of the miu: l, or this fweet intercourſe 

Of looks and ſmiles, for ſmiles from Reafon flow, 
To brute deny'd, and are of Love the food, 240 
Love not the loweſt end of human life. 

For not to it kſome toil, but to delight 

He made us, and delight to reaſon join d. 

Theſe paths and bowers doubt not but our joint hands 
Will keep from wilderneſs with eaſe, as wide 245 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 

Aſſiſt us: but if much converſe perhaps 

Thee fatiate, to ſhort abſence I could yield : 

For ſolitude ſometimes is beſt ſociety, 

And ſhort retirement urges ſweet return. 250 
But other duubt poſſeſſes me, left harm 

Befal thee ſever'd from me; for thou know'ſt 

What hath been warn'd us, what malicious foe 
Envying our happineſs, and of his own 
Defſpairing, ſecks to work us woe and ſhame 255 
By fly aſſault; and ſomewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 

His wiſh and beſt advantage, us aſunder, 

Hopeleſs to circumvent us juin d, where each 
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To other ſpeedy aid might lend at need; 260 
Whether his firſt deſign be to withdraw 
Our fealty from God, or to diſturb 
Conjugal love, than which perhaps no bliſs 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more; 
Or this, or worſe, leave not the faithful ſide 265 
That gave thee be ing, ſtill ſhades thee and protects. 
The wife, where danger or diſhonor lurks, 
Safcſt and fermlieſt by her huſband ſtays, 
Who guards her, or with her the worſt endures. 

To whom the virgin majeſty of Eve, 270 
As one who loves, and ſume unkindneſs meets, 
With fweet auſtere compoſure thus reply d. 

Offepring of Heav'n and Earth, and all Earth's lord, 
That ſuch an enemy we have, who ſecks 
Our ruin, both by thee inform'd | learn, 273 
And from the parting angel over-heard, 

As in a ſhady nook l ſtood behind, 

Juſt then return d at ſhut of evening flowers. 

But that thou ſhouldſt my firmneſs therefore doubt 
To God or thee, becauſe we have a foe 280 
May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 

His violence thou fear ſt not, being ſuch 

As we, not capable of death or pain, 

Can either not reccive, or can repel. 

His fraud is then thy fear, which plain infers 285 
Thy equal fear that my firm faith and love 

Can by his fraud be ſhaken or ſeduc d; 
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Adam, miſ-thought of her to thee ſo dear ? 

To whom with healing words Adam reply'd. 290 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 
For ſuch thou art, from fin and blame entire: 
Not diffident of thee do I diſſuade 
Thy abſence from my fight, but to avoid 


Th' attempt itſelf, intended by our foe. 295 
For he who tempts, though in vain, at leaſt aſperſcs 
The tempted with diſhonor foul, ſuppos d 

Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 


And anger wouldft reſent the offer d wrong, 30 
Though ineffectual found: miſdeem not then, 

If ſuch affront I labor to avert 

From thee alone, which on us both at once 

'The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare, 

Or daring, firſt on me th' aſſault ſhall light. 3053 
Nor thou his malice and falſe guile contemn; 

Subtle he needs muſt be, who could feduce 

Angels: nor think ſuperfluous others aid. 

I from the influence of thy looks receive 

Acceſs in every virtue, in thy fight 370 
More wiſe, more watchful, ſtronger, if need were 
Of outward ſtrength; while ſhame, thou looking on, 
Shame to be overcome or over-reach'd 

Would utmoſt vigor raiſe, and rais'd unite. 

Why ſhouldſt not thou like ſenſe within thee feel 315 
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| When I am preſent, and thy trial chuſe 
With me, beſt witneſs of thy virtue try'd ? 

So ſpake domeſtic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love; but Eve, who thought 
Leſs attribũted to her faith fincere, 320 
I has her reply with accent ſweet renew d. | 7 
I this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit ftraiten'd by a foe, 
Subtle or vjolent, we not indued 
How are we happy, {till in fear of harm? 
But harm precedes not fin : only our foe 
Tempting affronts us with his foul eſteem 
Of our integrity : his foul eſteem 
Sticks no diſhonor on our front, but turns 330 
Foul on himſelf; then wherefore ſhunn'd or fear d 
By us? who rather double honor gain 
From his ſurmiſe prov d falſe, find peace within, 
Favor from Heav'n, our witneſs from th' event. 
And what is faith, love, virtue unaſſay'd 335 
Alone, without exterior help ſuitain'd ? 
Let us not then ſuſpect our happy ſtate 
Left fo imperfe& by the Maker wiſe, 
As not ſecure to ſingle or combin'd. 
Frail is our happineſs, if this be fo, 34 
And Eden were no Eden thus expos'd. 
To whom thus Adam fervently reply d. 
O Woman, beſt are all things as the will 
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Of God ordain'd them; his creating Hand | 
Nothing imperfect or deficient left 345 
Of all that he created, much lefs man, F-: 4 
Or ought that might his happy ſtate ſecure, | 
Secure from outward force; within himfclf | 
Againſt his will he can receive no harm. 
But God left free the will, for what obeys 
Reaſon, is free, and Reaſon he made right, 
Rur bid her well be ware, and ſtill ere, | 
Leſt by ſome fair appearing good ſurpris'd 

To do what God expreſly hath forbid. | 
That | ſhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. | 


And fall into deception unaware, 

Wor keeping ſtricteſt watch, as ſhe was warn d. 
Scek not temptation then, which to avoid | 
Were better, and moſt likely if from me 36s | 
Thou ſever not: trial will come unſought. 
Wouldſt thou approve thy conſtancy, approve 

Krft thy obedience; th* other who can know, 

Not ſering thee attempted, who atteſt ? 

But if thou think, trial unſought may find 370 
Vs beth ſecurer than thus warn d thou feem'ft, ö 
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Go; for thy ſtay, not free, abſents thee more; 

Go in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou haſt of virtuc, ſummon all, 

For God tow'ards thee hath done his part, do thine. 
Se ſpake the Patriarch of Mankind, but Eve 376 

Perſiſtcd, yet ſubmiſa, though laſt, reply d. 
With thy permiſſion then, and thus forewarn'd 

Touch'd only, that our trial, when leaft ſought, 380 

May find us both perhaps far lefs prepar d, 

The willinger I go, nor much expect 

A foe fo proud will firſt the weaker ſeek ; 

So bent, the more ſhall ſhame him his repulſe. 384 
Thus ſaying, from her huſband's hand her hand 

Soft ſhe withdrew, and like a wood-nymph light, 

Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's train, 

Betook her to the groves, but Delia's ſelf 

In gate ſurpaſs d, and goddeſs-like deport, 

Though not as ſhe with bow and quiver arm'd 390 

But with ſuch gard'ning tools as Art yet rude, 

Guiltleſs of fire, had form'd, or angels brought. 

To Pales, or Pomona, thus adorn'd, 

Likeſt ſhe ſeem d, Pumona when the fled 

Vertumaus, or to Ceres in ker prime, 395 

Ye: virgin of Proſerpina from Jove. 

Her long with ardent look his cye purſu'd 

Delighted, but defiring more her ſtay. 


Ott he to her his charge of quick return 
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Repeated, ſhe to him as oft engag'd 400 
To be return d by noon amid the bower, 

And all things in beſt order to invite 

Noontide repaſt, or afternoon's repe«ſe. 

O much deceiv'd, much failing, hapleſs Eve, 

Of thy preſum'd return! event perverſe! 405 
Thou never from that hour in Paradiſe 

Found' | either ſweet repaſt, or ſound repoſe; 

Such ambuſh hid among ſweet flowers and ſhades 
To intercept thy way, or ſend thee back 410 
Deſpoil d of innocence, of faith, of blits. 

For now, and ſince firſt break of dawn the Fiend, 
Mere ſerpent in appearance. forth was come, 

And on his queſt, where likelieſt he might fiod 

The only two of Mankind, but in them 475 
he whole included race, his purpos'd prey. 
In bower and fickd he ſought, where any tuſt 
Of grove or garden- plot more pleaſant lay, 
Their tendence or plantation for delight; 
By fountain or by ſhady rivulet 
— — 
Eve ſeparate, he wiſn d, but not with hope 

Of what ſo ſeldom chanc'd, when to his wiſh, 
Beyond his hope, Eve ſcparate he ſpics, 

veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where ſhe ſtood, 425 
Half ſpy d, ſo thick the roſes bluſhing round 

About her glow d, oft ſtooping to ſupport 
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Each flower of ſlender ſtalk, whoſe head though gay 
Carnation, purple”, azure, or ſpeck d with gold, 
Hung drooping unſuſtain d; them the upſta ys 430 
Herſelf, though faireſt unſupported flower, 

From her beſt prop ſo far, and ſtorm fo nigh. 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers d 

Of ſtatelieſt covert, ccdar, pine, or palm, 435 
Then voluble and bold, now hid, now ſren 

Among thick-woven arborets and flowers 
Imborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 

Spot more delicious than thoſe gardens ſcignu d 

Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown'd 44S 
Alcinous, hoſt of old Laertes' fon, 

Much he the place admir's, the perſon more. 

As one who long in populous city pent, 445 
Where houſes thick and ſewers annoy the air, 
Forth iſſuing on a fummer's morn to breathe 
Among the pleaſant villages and farms 

The ſmell of grain, or tedded grafs, or kine, 459 
Or dairy', each rural fight, each rural found; 

What plcaſing feem'd, for her now pleaſes more, 
She moſt, and in her look fums all delight: 

Such pleafure took the ſerpent to behold 
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This flowery plat, the ſweet receſs of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone; her heav'nly form 
Angelic, but more ſoft, and femenine, 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of geſture or leaſt action overaw'd 460 
His malice, and with rapin ſweet bercav'd 
His ſierceneſs of the ſierce intent it brought: 
That ſpace the Evil-one abſtracted ſtood 
From his own ev'il, and for the time remain'd 
Stupidly good, of enmity difarm'd, 465 
Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge; 
But the hot hell that always in him burns, 
Though in mid Heav'n, ſoon ended his delight, 
And tortures him now more, the more he ſces 
Of pleaſure not for him ordain'd : then ſoon 470 
Fierce hate he recolleQts, and all his thoughts 

| Thoughte,whicher tave ye ledemet with what fort 


Compulſion thus tranſported to forget 

What hither brought us! hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradiſe for Hell, hope here to taſte 476 
Of pleaſure, but all pleaſure to deſtroy, 


Save what is in deſtroying; other joy 

To me is loſt. Then let me not let paſs 

Occaſion which now ſmiles; behold alone 480 
The Woman, opportune to all attempts, 

Her huſband, four I view far round, not nigh, 

Whoſe higher intellectual more I ſhun, 
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And ſtrength, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terreſtrial mold. 485 
Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, 
I not; fo much hath Hell debas'd, and pain 
Infeebled me, to what I was in Heav'n. 
She fair, divinely fair, fit love for gods, 
Not terrible, though terror be in love 490 
And beauty, not approach d by ftronger hate, 
Hate ſtronger, under ſhow of love well feign d, 
The way which to her ruin now | tend. 

So ſpake the Enemy of mankind, inclos'd 
In ſerpent, inmate bad, and toward Eve 495 
Addrefs'd his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as fince, but on his rear, 
Circular baſe of riſing folds, that tower d 
Fold above fold a furging maze, his head 
Creſted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes; 500 
With burniſh d neck of verdant gold, erect 
Amidſt his circling ſpires, that on the graſs 
Floted redundant: pleaſing was his ſhape 
And lovely; ne ver ſince of ſerpent kind 
Lovelier, not thoſe that in Illyria chang d 505 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the god 
In Epidaurus; nor to which transform d 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was ſeen, 
He with Olympias, this with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rome. With tract oblique 516 
At ſirſt, as one who fought acceſs, but fear'd 
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To interrupt, fide-long he works his way. 

As when a ſhip by ſkilful fteerſman wrought 

Nigh river's mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft ſo fteers, and ſhifts her fail: 315 
So varied he, and of his tortuous train 

Curl'd many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve, 

Ts lure her cye; ſhe buſied heard the found 

Of ruſling leaves, but minded not, as us'd 

To ſuch diſport before her through the field, 320 
From every beaſt, more duteous at her call, 

Than at Circean call the herd diſguis d. 

He bolder now, uncall'd before her ſtood, 

But as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd 

His turret creſt, and fleck enameP'd neck, 525 
Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon ſhe trod. 
His gentle dumb expreſſion turn d at length 

The eye of Lve to mark his play; he glad 

Of her attention gain d, with ſerpent tongue . . 
Organic, or impulle of vocal air, 530 
His fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, ſovran Miſtreſs, if perhaps 
Thou canſt, who art ſole wonder; much leſs arm 
Thy looks, the Heav'n of mildneſs, with diſdain, 
Diſpleas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze 535 
Infatiare, I thus fingle, nor have ſcar d 

Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir d. 

Faireit reſemblance of thy Maker fair, 

Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
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With raviſhment beheld, there beſt beheld | 
Where univerſally admir'd; but here 

In this incloſure wild, theſe beaſts among, 
Bcholders rude, and ſhallow to diſcern 

Half what in thee is fair, one man except, 545 
Who ſees thee” ? (and what is one?) who ſhouldſt be 
A goddeſs among gods, ador'd and ferv'd l ſeen 
By angels numberleſs, thy daily train. 

So gloa d the Tempter, and his proem tun'd; 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 550 
Though at the voice much marveling; at length 
Not unamaz'd ſhe thus in anſwer ſpake. 

What may this mean? language of man pronounc'd 
By tongue of brute, and human ſenſe expreſs d? 
The firſt at leaſt of theſe I thought deny d 5535 
To beaſts, whom God on their creation-day 
Created mute to all articulate ſound; 
The latter I demur, for in their looks . 
Much reafo'n, and in their actions oft appears. 
Thee, Serpent, ſubtleſt beaft of all the field 560 
I knew, but not with human voice indued; 
Redouble then this miracle, and ſay, 
How cam'it thou ſpeakable of mute, and how 
To me fo friendly grown ahove the reſt 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in ſight ? 565 
Say, for ſuch wonder clames attentien due. 

To whom the guileful Tempter thus reply d. 


105 PARADISE LOST. Book IK. 

Empreſs of this fair world, reſplendent Eve, 

Eaſy to me it is to tell thee all 

What thou command ſt, and right thou ſhouldſt be 

] was at firſt as other beaſts that graze ſobey d: 

The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low, 

As was my food; nor ought but food diſcern'd 

Or ſex, and apprehended nothing high : 

Till on a day roving the field, I chanc'd 57s 

A goodly tree far diſtant to behold 

Loaden with fruit of faireſt colors mix'd, 

Ruddy and gold: I nearer drew to gaze; 

When from the boughs a favory odor blown, 

Grateſul to appetite, more pleas d my ſenſe 30 

Than ſmell of frreeteſt fenel, or the teats 

Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 

Unſuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 

To fatisfy the ſharp defire I had 

Of taſting thoſe fair apples, I reſolv'd 385 

Not to defer; hunger and thirſt at once, 

Powerful perſuaders, quicken d at the font 

Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me fo keen. 

About the moſſy trunk I wound me ſoon, 

For high from ground the branches would require 590 

Thy utmoſt reach or Adam's: round the tree 

All other beaſts that faw, with like defire 

Longing and envying ſtood, but could not reach. 

Amid the trer now got, where plenty hung 

Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 595 
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I ſpar'd not, for ſuch pleaſure till that hour 
At feed or fountain never had I found. 
Sated at length, ere long | might perceive 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of reaſon in my inward powers, and fpeech 6cg 
Wanted not long, though to this ſhape retain'd. 
Thenceforth to ſpeculations high or deep 
I turn'd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Conſider d all things viſible in Heav'n, 
Or Earth, ar Middle, all things fair and good; 605 
But all that fair and good in thy divine 
Semblance, and in thy beauty's heav'nly ray 
United I beheld; no fair to thine 
Equivalent or ſecond, which compell'd 
Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 610 
And gaze, and worſhip thee of right declar d 
Sovran of creatures, univerſal dame. 

So talk'd the ſpirited fly ſnake ; and Eve 
Yet more amaz'd unwary thus reply'd. 
Serpent, thy overpraiſing leaves in doubt 6rg 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee firſt prov'd : 
But ſay, where grows the tree, from hence how far? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradiſe, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in ſuch abundance lies our choice, 620 
As leaves a greater ſtore of fruit untouch'd, 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their proviſion, and more hands 
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Help to diſburden Nature of her birth. 
To whom the wily adder, blithe and glad. 625 
Empreſs, the way is ready, and not long, 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 
Faſt by a fountain, on {mall thicket paſt 
Of Llowing myrrh and balm; if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither ſoon. 630 
Lead then, ſaid Eve. He leading ſwiſtly rolFd 
In tangles, and made mtricate feem ftrait, 
To miſchief ſwiſt. Hope clevates, and joy 
Brizhtens his creſt. As when a wand'ring fire, 
Con. pact of unctuous vapor, which the night 635 
Condenſes, and the cold environs round, 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
Which oft, they fay, ſome evil ſpi'rit attends, 
Hovering and blazing with deluſive light, 
Miſleadsth' amaz'd night-wand'rer from his way 649 
o begs and mires, and oft through pond or pool, 
Th ere ſwallow'd up and loſt, from ſuccour far, 
So glilter'd the dire ſnake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of Prohibition, root of all our woe; 
Which when ſhe ſaw, —— ⁊ F c 


Serpent, we might have ſpar d our coming hither, 
Fruitleſs to me, though fruit be here to exceſs, 


The credit of whoſe virtue reſt with thee, 
Won''rons indeed, if cauſe of ſuch eſſects. 650 
But of thus tree we may not taſte nor touch; 
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God fo commanded, and left that command 

Sole davghrer of his Voice; the reſt, we live 

Law to ourſelves, our rraſon is our law. 

To whom the 'Tempter guilefully reply d. 655 
Indeed? hath God then faid that of the fruit 

Of all theſe garden trees ye ſhall not cat, 

Yet lords declar'd of all in earth or air ? 

To whom thus Eve yet finlcfs. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may cat, 662 
But of the fruit of this fair tree amidit 
The garden, God hath faid, Ye ſhall nat cat 
Therrof, nor ſhall ye touch it, leſt ye die. 

She ſcarce had ſaid, though brief, when now more 
The Tempter, but with ſhow of zeal and love [bold 


To man, and indignation at his wrong, 666 
New part puts on, and as to paſſion mov'd, 
Fluctuates diturb'd, yet comely and in act 

Nais d, as of ſome great matter to beg iu. 

As when of old ſome orator renown'd 6; 


In .\thens or free Rome, where Eloquence 
Floriſh'd, ſiuce mute, to ſome great cauſe addreſo d 
Stood in himſelf collected, while cach part, | 
Motion, each act won audience ere the tongue, 
Sometimes in highth began, as no delay 6753 
Of preface brooking through his zeal of right : 
So 'tanding, moving, or to highth up grown, 
The Fempter ai: impaſſion'd thus begun. 

O facrey, wiie, and wiſdom-giving Elant, 

Ki 
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Mother of Scicnce, now l feel thy power 680 
Within me clcar, not only to diſcern 

Things in their cauſes, but to trace the ways 

Of higheſt agents, deem d however wiſc. 

Queen of this Univerſe, do not believe 

Thoſe rigid threats of death; ye ſhall not die: 68x 
How ſhould you? by the fruit? it gives you life 
To knowledge; by the Threatner ? lobk on me, 
Me who have touch's and taſted, yet both live, 
And life more perfect have attain'd than Fate 
Shall that be ſhut to man, which to the beaſt 

Is open? or will God incenſe his ire 

For ſuch a petty treſpaſs, and not praiſe 

Rather your dauntleſs virtue, whom the pain 

Of death denounc d, whatever thing death be, 635 
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 

To happier life, knowledge of good and evil; 

Of good, how juſt ? of evil, if what is evil 

Be real, why not known, fince cafier ſhunn d? 
God therefore cannot hart you and be juſt; 708 
Not juſt, not God; not fear d then, nor obey'd: 
Your fear itſelf of death removes the fear. 

Why then was this forbid ? why but to awe, 

Why but to keep ye low and ignorant, 

His worſhippers; he knows that in the day 705 
Ye eat thereof, your eyes that ſeem fo clear, 

Yet are but dim, ſhall perfectly be then 
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Open d and clear'd, and ye ſhall be as gods, 

Knowing both good and evil as they know. 

That ye ſhall be as gods, ſince | as man, 719 

Internal man, is but proportion mect; 

I of brute human, ve of human gods. 

So ye ſhall die perhaps, by putting off 

Human, to put on gods; death to be wiſh'd, 714 

Tho' threatcn'd, which no worſe than this can briug. 

And what are gods that man may not becom: 

As they, participating godlike food ? 

On our belicf, that all from them proceeds; 

I queſtion it, for this fair Earth I fee, 730 

Warm'd by the ſun, producing every kind, 

Them nothing : if they all things, who inclos'd 

Knowledge of good and evil in this tree, 

That whoſo cats thereof, forthwith attains 

Wiſdom without their leave ? and wherein lies 725 

Th' offenſe, that man ſhould thus attain to know? 

What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 

Impart againft his will if all be his? | 

Or is it envy, and can cavy dwell 

In heav'nly breaſts? theſe, theſe and many more 30 

Cauſes import your necd of this fair fruit. 

Goddeſs Humane, reach then, and freely taſte. 

Into her heart too caſy entrance won: 

Fu d on the fruit ſhe gaz d, which to behold 725 
Ki 
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Might tempt alone, and in her cars the found 

Yet rung of his perſuaſive words, impregn d 

With reafon, to her ſeeming, and with truth; 

Mean while thc hour of noon drew on, and wak'd 
An cager appetite, rais'd by the fmetl 740 
So ſavory of that fruit, which with deſire, 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taſte, 

Solicited her longing eye; yet firſt 

Pauſing a while, thus to herſelf ſhe mus d. 

Great are thy virtues, doubtleſs, beſt of fruits, 745 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admir d, 
Whoſe taſle, too long forborn, at firſt aſſay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for fpeech to ſpeak thy praiſe : 
Thy praiſe he alſo who forbids thy uſe, 750 
Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil; 
Forbids us then to taſte, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our waut : 755 
For good unknown, ſure is not had, or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 

In plain then, what forbids he but to know, 

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wiſe ? 

Such prohibitions bind not. But if death 762 
Funds us with after-bands, what profits then 

Our inward freedom ? In the day we cat 

Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we ſhall die. 


To reach, and feed at once both body and mind? 
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How dies the ſerpent? he hath eat'n and lives, 

And knows, and ſpeaks, and reaſons, and diſcerns. 
Irrational till then. For us alone r 
Was death invented ? or to us deny'd 

This intelle ual ſood, for beaſts reſerv'd ? 

For beaſts it ſeems: yet that one beaſt which firſt 
The good befall'n him, author unſuſpect, 

Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 

What fear | then, rather what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good and evil, 

Of God or death, of law or penalty ? 775 
Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine, | 
Fair to the eye, inviting to the taſte, 

Of virtue to make wiſe : what hinders then 


So ſaying, her raſh hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit, ſhe pluck d, ſhe ate: 


780 


Sighing through all her works gave ſigns of woe, 
That all was loſt. Back to the thicket flunk 

The guilty ſerpent, and well might, for Eve #78; 
Intent now wholly on her taſte, nought elſe 
Regarded, ſuch delight till then, as ſcem'd, 

In fruit ſhe never taſted, whether true 

Or fancy d fo, through expectation high 

Of knowledge, nor was Godhead from her ti ought. 
Creedily the ingorg'd without reſtraĩnt, 791 
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And knew not eating death: ſatiate at length, | 
And highten d as with wine, jocond and boon, 
Thus to herſelf the pleaſingly began. 

O ſovran, virtuous, precious of all trees 793 
In Paradiſe, of operation bleſs'd 
To ſapience, hitherto obſcur'd, infam'd, 
Aad thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created; but henceforth my early care, 
Not without ſong, each morning, and due praiſe, dco 
Shall tend thee, and the ſertil burden eaſe 
Of thy full branches offer'd free to all; 
Till dieted by thee I grow mature 
In knowledye, as the gods who all things know ; 
Though others envy what they cannot give; 805 
For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Beſt guide; not following thee l had remain'd 
In ignorance; thou open'ſt Wiſdom's way, 
And giv'ſt accefs, though ſecret ſhe retire. 810 
And l perhaps am fecret ; Heav'n is high, 
High, and remote to fee from thence diſtinct 
Ea: h thing on Earth; and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our great Forbidder, fafe with all his ſpies 815 
About him. But to Adam in what fort | 
Shall I appear ? ſhall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happincſs with me, or rather not, 
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But keep the odds of knowledge in my power $20 
Without copartner ? fo to add what wants 

In female ſex, the more to draw his love, 

And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

A thing not undeſirable, ſomerime 

Superior; for inferior who is free ? g25 
This may be well: but what if God have ſeen, 

And death enſue ? then I ſhall be no more, 

And Adam wedded to another Eve, 

Shall live with her enjoying, I extinct; 

A death to think. Confirm'd then I refolve, 830 
Adam ſhall ſhare with me in bliſs or woe : 

80 dear l love him, that with him all deaths 
I could endure, without him live no life. 

So ſaying, from the tree her ſtep ſhe turn'd, 
But firſt low reverence done, as to the Power $35 
That dwelt within, whoſe preſence had inſus'd 
Into the plant ſciential ſap, deriv'd 

From nectar, drink of gods. Adam the while 
Waiting defirous her return, had wove 

Of choiceſt flowers a garland to adorn 840 
Her treſſes, and her rural labours crown, 

As reapers oft are wont their harveſt queen. 

Great joy he promis d to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, fo long delay d; 

Yet oft his heurt, divine of ſomething ill, 845 
Miſgave him; he the faltring meaſure felt; 

And forth to meet her went, the way the took 
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That morn when firſt they parted; by the tree 

Of Knowledge he muſt paſs, there he her met, 

Scarce from the tree returning; in her hand $850 

A bough of faireſt fruit, that downy ſmil'd, 

New gather'd, and ambrofial ſmell diffus d. 

To him ſhe haſted; in her face Excuſe 

Came prologue, and Apology too prompt, 

Which with bland words at will ſhe thus addrefs'd. 
Haſt thou not wonder'd, Adam, at my ſtay? 856 

Thee I have miſs'd, and thought it long, depriv'd 

Thy preſence, agony of love till now 

Not felt, nor ſhall be twice, for never more 

Mean I to try, what raſh untry'd | ſought, 860 

The pain of abſence from thy fight. But ſtrange 

Hath been the cauſe, and wonderful to hear : 

This tree is not as we are told, a tree 

Of danger taſted, nor to' evil unknown 

Opening the way, but of divine eie 865 

To open eyes, and make them gods who taſte; 

And hath been taſted ſuch; the ſerpent wiſe, 

Or not reſtrain'd as we, or not obeying, 

Hath eaten of the fruit, and is become, 

Not dead, as we are threaten d. but thenceforth 870 

Indued with human voice and human ſenſe, 

Reaſoning to admiration, and with me 

Perſuaſively hath fo prevail'd, that l 

Have alſo taſted, and have alfo found 

Th eſſects to correſpond, opener mine eyes, 874 
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Dim erſl, dilated ſpirits, ampler heart, 

And growing up to Godhead ; which for thee 

Chiefly | ſought, without thee can deſpiſe. 

For bliſs, as thou haſt part, to me is bliſs, 

Tedious, unſhar'd with thee, and odious foon. 880 

Thou therefore alſo taſte, that equal lot 

May join us, equal joy, as equal love; 

Leſt thou not taſting, different degree 

Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 

Deity for thee, when Fate will not permit. 32; 
Thus Eve with cnunt nance blithe her ſtory told; 

But in her cheek Diſtemper fluſhing glow'd. 

On th' other fide, Adam, foon as he heard 

The fatal treſpaſs done by Eve, amaz'd, 

Ran through his veins, and all his joints relax'd; 

From his flack hand the garland wreath'd for Eve 

Down dropt, and all the faded roſes ſhed : 

Speechleſs he ſtood and pale, till thus at length 

Firſt to himſelf he inward ſilence broke. 895 
O faireſt of Creation, laſt and beſt 

Of all God's works, creature in whom excell'd 

Whatever can to ſight or thought be form'd, 

Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fweer ! 

How art thou loſt, how on a ſudden loſt, 90⁰ 

Defac'd, deflower d, and now to death devote ? 

Rather how haſt thou yielded to tranſgrefs 

The ſtrict forbiddance, how to violate 
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The facred fruit forbidd'n ? fome curſed fraud 

Of enemy hath beguil d thee, yet unknown, 90 
And me with thee hath ruin'd, for with thee 
Certain my reſolution is to die; 

How can I live without thee, how forego 

Thy ſweet converſe, and love fo dearly join'd, 

To live again in theſe wild woods forlorn ? 910 
Should God create another Eve, and I 

Another rib afford, yet loſs of thee 

Would never from my heart; no no, I ſcel 

The link of Nature draw me: fleſh of fleſh, 

Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy ſtate 913 
Nine never ſhall be parted, bliſs or woe. 

So having faid, as one from fad diſmay 
Recomſorted, and after thoughts diſturb'd 
Submitting to what ſeem'd remedilefs, 

Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he turn'd. 920 

Bold deed thou haſt prefum'd, adveatrous Eve, 
And peril great provok'd, who thus haſt dar'd, 

Had it been only coveting to eye 
That facred fruit, ſacred to abſtincnce, 
Much more to taſte it under ban to touch. 925 
But paſt who can recal, or done undo? 
Not God omnipotent, nor Fate; yet fo 
Is not ſo hainous now, foretaited fruit, 
Profan'd firſt by the ſerpent, by him firſt 930 
rade common and unliallow d ere our taſte; 
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Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives, 

Lives, as thou faidſt, and gains to live as man 

Higher degree of life, inducement ſtrong 

To us, as likely taſting to attain 935 

Proportional aſcent, which cannot be 

But to be gods, or angels demi-gods. 

Nor can I think that God, Creator wiſe, 

Though threat ning, will in carneſt ſo deſtroy 

Us his prime creatures, dignify'd fo high, 949 

| Set over all his works, which in our fall, 

For us created, needs with us muſt fail, 

Dependent made; fo God ſhall uncreate, 

Be fruſtrate, do, undo, and labor lofe, 

Not well conceiv'd of God, who though his power 

Us to aboliſh, left the Adverfary 

Triumph and ſay; Fickle their ſtate whom God 

Moſt favors; who can pleaſe him long? Me firſt 

| He ruin d, now mankind; whom will he next? 95> 

Matter of ſcorn, not to be given the Foe. 

However | with thee have fix d my lot, 

Certain to undergo like doom; if death 

| Conſurt with ther, death is to me as life ; 

| So forcible within my heart | feel 951 

The bond of Nature draw mc to my own, 

My own in thec, for what thou art is mine; 

Our ſtate cannot be ſever'd, we are one, 

One fleſh; — 
Volume II. 
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So Adam, and thus Eve to him reply'd. 960 

O glorious trial of exceeding love, 

Hluſtrious evidence, example high ! 

Engaging me to emulate, but ſhort 


Of thy perfection, how ſhall I attain, 
Adam ? from whoſe dear fide I boaſt me ſprung, 963 
And gladly of our union hear thee ſpeak, 

One heart, one ſoul in both; whereof good proof 


This day affords, declaring thee reſolv d, 

Rather than death or ought than death more dread 
Shall ſeparate us, link d in love ſo dear, 970 
To undergo with me one guilt, one crime, 

If any be, of taſting this fair fruit, 


Whoſe virtue (for of good ſtill good procceds, 
Direct or by occaſion) hath preſented 

This happy trial of thy love, which elſe 975 
So emincntly never had been known. 

Were it I thought death menac'd would enſue 

This my attempt, I would ſuſtain alone 

The worſt, and not perſuade thee, rather dic 
Deſerted, than oblige thee with a fact 980 
Pernicious to thy peace, chiefly aſſur d 
Remarkably ſo late of thy ſo true, 

$0 faithful love unequal d; but I feel 

Far otherwiſe th' event, not death, but life 
Augmented, open d eyes, new hopes, new joys, 9895 
Taſte fo divine, that what of ſweet before 

Hath touch'd my ſenſe, flat ſeems to this, and harſh. 
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on my experience, Adam, freely taſte, 
And ſcar of death deliver to the winds. 

80 ſaying, ſhe embrac'd him, and for joy 990 
Tenderly wept, much won that he his love 


With liberal hand: he ſcrupled not to cat 

Againſt his better knowledge, not deceiv'd, 

But fondly overcome with female charm. 

Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 1000 

In pangs, and Nature gave a ſecond groan, 

y lour'd, and, muttering thunder, ſome ſad drops 

Wept at completing of the mortal fin 

Original; while Adam took no thought, 

Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate 1005 

Her former treſpaſs fear'd, the more to ſooth 

Him with her lov'd ſociety, that now 

They ſwim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 

Wherewith to ſcorn the Earth : but that falſe fruit 

Far other operation firſt diſplay'd, | 

Carnal defire inflaming ; he on Eve 

Began to caſt laſcivious eyes, ſhe him 

As wantonly repaid; in luſt they burn : 10153 
Li 
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Till Adam thus gan Eve to dalliance move. 
Eve, now I fee thou art cxact of taſte, 
And clegant, of fapience no ſmall part, 
Since to each meaning favor we apply, 
And palate call judicious; I the praiſe 1020 
Yicld thee, fo well this day thou haſt purvey'd. 
Much pleaſure we have loft, while we abſtain'd 
t rom this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True reliſh, taſting ; if ſuck pleaſure be 
In things to us forbidd'n, it might be wiſh d, 102 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come, fo well refreſh'd, now let us play, 
As meet is, after ſuch delicious fare; 
For never did thy beauty ſince the day 
av thee firſt and wedded thee, adorn'd 1030 
With all perfections, fo inflame my ſenſe 
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever, bounty of this virtuous tree. 
So ſaid he, and forcbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well undcrſtood 1035 
Of Eve, whoſe eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he ſeis d, and to a ſhady bank, 
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbower'd, 
He led her nothing loath; flowers were the couch, 
Panſies and violets, and aſphodel, 104 
And hyacinth, Earth's freſheſt ſofteſt lap. 
There they their fill of love and love's diſport 
Took largely, of their mutual guilt the ſral, 
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The ſolace of their fin, till dewy fleep 
Oppreſs d them, wearied with their amorous play. 
Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 1046 
That with exhilerating vapor bland 
About their ſpi'rits had play d, and inmoſt powers 
Made err, was now exhal'd; and groſſer ſleep 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conſcious dreams 1050 
Incumber'd, now had left them; up they roſe 
As from unreſt, and each the other viewing, 
Soon found their eyes how open'd, and their minds 
How darken'd; Innocence, that as a vicl 
Had ſhadow d them from knowing ill, was gone, 
Juſt Confidence, and native Righteouſneſs, 1056 
And Honor from about them, naked left 
To guilty Shame; he cover'd, but his robe 
Uncover'd more. So rofe the Danite ſtrong 
Herculean Samſon from the harlot - lap 106 
Of Philiftcan Dalilah, and wak'd 
8horn of his ſtrength, they deſtitute and bare 
Of all their virtue: filent, and in face | 
Confounded long they fat, as ſtrucken mute, 
Till Adam, though not lefs than Eve abaſh'd, 1065 
At length gave utterance to theſe words conſtrain d. 
O Eve, in evil hour thou didf give car 
To that falſe Worm, of whomſoever taught 
To counterfeit man's voice, true in our fall, 
Falſe in our promis d riſing; fince our eyes 1070 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 
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Both good and ev'il, good loſt, and evil got, | 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know, | 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honor void, ; 
Of innocence, of faith, of purity, 
Our wonted ornaments now ſoil'd and ſtain d, 
.\nd in our faces evident the figns 
Of foul concupiſcence ; whence evil tore; 
E v*n ſhame, the laſt of evils; of the firſt 
De fure then. How ſhall I behold the face 1080 
Hence forth of God or angel, erſt with joy 
And rapture fo* oft beheld ? thoſe heav'nly ſhapes 
Will dazzle now this carthly with their blaze 
Infuferably bright. O might I here 
in ſolitude live favage, in ſome glade 1083 
Obſcur'd, where higheſt woods impenetrable 
Jo ſtar or ſun-light, ſpread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening: cover me ye Pincs, 
Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide ne, where I may never fee them more. 2090 
Bur let us now, as in bad plight, deviſe 
What beſt may for the preſent ſerve to hide 
Ihe parts of each from other, that ſeem moſt 
lo ſhame obnoxious, and unſremlieſt ſeen ; 
Zome tree, whoſe broad ſmooth leaves together ſow d, 
And girded en our loins, may cover round 106 
"Thoſe middle parts, that this new comer, Shame, 
There fit not, and repreach us as unclean. 

So ceunſeP'd he, and both together went 
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Into the thickeſt wood; there ſoon they choſe 1100 


The fig-tree, not that kind tor fruit renoun d, 

But ſuch as at this day to Indians known 

In Malabar or Decan ſpreads her arms 

Branching ſo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tree, a pillar'd ſhade 106 
High overarch'd, and echoing walks between; 
There oft the Indian herdſman ſnunning heat 
Shelters in cool, and tends his paſturing herds 

At loopholes cut through thickeſt ſhade : thoſe leaves 
They gather d. broad as Amazonian targe, 1112 
And with what ſkill they had, together ſow d, 

To gird their waſte, vain covering if to hide 

Their guilt and dreaded ſhame; O how unlike 

To that firſt naked glory! Such of late 1115 
Columbus found th American, fo girt 

With feather' d cincture, naked elſe and wild 
Among the trees on iles and woody ſhores. 

Thus ſenc d, and as they thought, their ſhame in part 
Cover d, but not at reſt or caſe of mind, 1120 
They fat them down to werp; nor only tears 

Rain d at their eyes, but high winds worſe within 
Began to riſe, high paſſions, anger, hate, 

Their inward ſtate of mind, calm region once 1125 
And full of peace, new toſt aud turbulent: 

For Underſtlanding rul d not, and the Will 
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Heard not her lore, both in ſubjection now 

To ſenſual Appetite, who from beneath 

Uſurping over ſovran Reaſon clam'd 1130 
Superior ſway : from thus diſtemper d breaſt, 
Adam, eftrang'd in look and alter d ſtile, 

Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew'd. 

Would thou hadſt hearken'd to my words, and ſtay d 
With me, as | beſought thee, when that ſtrange 1135 
Deſire of wand ring this unhappy morn, 

I know not whence poſſefs'd thee; we had then 
Remain'd ſtill happy, not as now, de ſpoil d 

Of all our good, ſham'd, naked, miſerable. 

Let none henceforth ſeek needleſs cauſe to approve 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail. 
To whom ſoon mov d with touch of blame thus Eve. 
What words have paſs d thy lips, Adam ſevere! 
Imput'ft thou that to my default, or will 1145 
Of wand' ring, as thou call | it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happen'd thou being by, 

Or to thyſelf perhaps? Hadſt thou been there, 

Or here th' attempt, thou couldſt not have diſcern'd 
Fraud in the ſerpent, ſpeaking as he fpake; 1150 
Na ground cf enmity between us known, 
Why he ſhould mean me ill, or ſeek to harm. 

Was l to' have never parted from thy fide ? 

As good have grown there {ill a lifeleſs rib. 

P: irg as Lam, why $140 not thou the head 11553 
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Command me abſolute ly not to go, 
Going into ſuch danger as thou ſaidſt? 
Too facil then thou didit not much gainſay, 
Nay didſt permit. approve, and fair diſmiſa. 
Hadſt thou been firm and fix d in thy diſſent, 1160 
Neither had | tranſgreſs d, nor thou with me. 

To whom then ſirſt incens d Adam reply d. 
Is this the love, is this the recumpenſe 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve, expreſs'd 
Immutable when thou wert loft, not I, 1165 
Who might have liv'd and joy'd immortal bliſs, 


Yet willingly choſe rather death with thee ? 


And am I now upbriided as the cauſe 

Of thy tranſgrefling ? not enouꝝh ſevere, 

It ſeems, in thy reſtraint : what could | more? 1170 
I warn'd thee, I admoniſh'd thee, foretold 

The danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait; beyond this had been force, 

And force upon free will hath here no place. 

But confidence then bore thee cn, ſecure 1175 
Either to meet no danger, or to find 

Matter of ylorious trial; and perhaps 

I alfo err'd in overmuch admiring 

What ſeem d in thee ſo perfect, that I thought 

No evil durſt attempt thee, but I rue 

That error now, which is become my crime, 

And thou th” accufer. Thus it ſhall befal 

Him who to worth in women overtruſting 
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Lets her will rule; reſtraint ſhe will not brook, 


And left to” herſelf, if evil thence enſue, 
Ihe firft his weak indulgence will accuſe. 
Thus they in mutual accuſation ſpent 
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The fruitleſs hours, but heither ſelf-condemning, 


And of their vain conteſt appear d no end. 


The End of the Ninth Book. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOE Xx. 


The Argument. 


Man's tranſgreſſion known, the guardian 2nrels forſake Paradiſc, an 
return up to Heaven to approve their vigilance, and are appro ad, 
God declaring that the entrance of Satan could not be by them pre- 
vented. He ſends his Son to judge the tranſ;refſors, who deſcends and 
gives ſcntence accordingly y then in pity clothes them both, and 
reaſcends. Sin and Death frting till then at the gates of Hell, by 
wondrous ſympathy fecling the ſucceſs of Satan in this new world, 


to 
Satan firſt made; then preparing for Enrth, they meet 
—ů Om 
at Pandemonium, in full afembly relates with boaſting his 
again Manz inftead of applauſe is entertaincd with a geacral hiſs 
dy all his audience, transform'd with himſelf 121fo ſuddenly into 
ſerpents, according to his doom given in Paradiſe; then deluded with 
2 ſhew of the forbidden 'Tree ſpringing up before them, they wreediiy 
reaching to take of the fruit, chew duſt and bitter aſhes. T 
ceedings of Sin and Death; Gad foretels the final victory of his 
over thcm, and the renewing of all things; but for the preſent 
cm mands his angels to make ſeveral alterations in the Heavens and 
elcments. Adam more and more perceiving his fall'n condition 
huavily bewails, rejefts the condolement of Eve ; ſhe perfiſts, and at 
length appcaſes him: then to evade the curſe likely to fall on their 
— MENS > — K — 7 — 
— — 42 
mwle them, that her Seed ſhould be reveng'd on the ſerpent, and 
exhorts her with him to ſeck peace of the offended Deity, by r- 
pentance and ſupplication. 


M. x while the hainous and deſpiteſul act 
Ot Satan done in Paradiſe, and how 
He in the ſerpent had perverted Eve, 


; 
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Her huſband the, to taſte the fatal fruit, 

Was known in Heav'n, for what can ſcape the eye 5 
Of God all- ſeeing, or deceive his heart 
Omniſcient ? who in all things wiſe and juſt, 
Hindcr'd not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of Man, with ftrength entire, and free will arm'd 
Complete to have diſcover d and repuls'd 10 
Whatever wiles of ſoe or ſceming friend. 

For ſtillthey knew and ought to ha ve ſtill remember & 
The high injunction not to taſte chat fruit, 
Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying, | 
Incurr'd (what could they lefs?) the penalty, 13 
And manifold in fin, deſerv d to fall. 

Up into Heav'n from Paradiſe in haſte | 
'Th' angelic guards aſcended, mute and ſad 

For man, for of his ſtate by this they knew, 

Much wond ring how the ſubtle Fiend had ſtol'n 20 
Entrance unſeen. Soon as th unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv'd at Heaven gate, diſplcas'd | 


n 
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That time celeſtĩal viſages, yet mix d 
With pity, violated not their bliſs. 2s | 
About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes | 
Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 
Accountable made haſte to make appear 

With righteous plea their utmoſt vigilance, 30 
nd cafily approv'1; when the Moſt High 
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Eternal Father, from his ſecret cloud, 
Amidft in thunder utter'd thus his voice. 

Aſſembled Angels, and ye Pow rs return'd 
From unſucceſsful charge, be not diſmay'd, 35 
Nor troubled at theſc tidings from the Earth, 
Which your ſincereſt care could not prevent, 
Forctold fo lately what would come to paſs, 
When firſt this Tempter croſs'd the gulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he ſhould prevail and fpeed 40 
On his bad errand, man ſhould be ſeduc d 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Againft his Maker; no decree of mine 
Concurring to neceſſitate his fall, 
Or touch with lighteſt moment of impulſe 45 
His free will, to her own inclining left 
In even fcale. But fall he is, and now 
What reſts, but that the mortal ſentence paſs 
On his tranſgreſſion, death denounc'd that day? 
Which he preſumes already vain and void, 50 
Becauſe not yet inflicted, as he fe ar d, 
By ſome immediate ſtroke; but ſoon ſhall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
Juſtice ſhall not return as bounty fcorn'd. 
But whom ſend I to judge them? whom hat thee 55 
Vicegercat Son? to thee I have transferr d 
All judgment, whether in Heav'n,or Earth, or Hell. 
Eaſy it may be ſcen that I intend 
Mercy collegue with juſtice, ſending thee 
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Man's friend, his mediator, his deſign d 60 
Both ranſome and redeemer voluntary, 

And deftin'd Man himſelf to judge man fall'n. 

So ſpake the Father, and unfolding bright 
Tow'ard the right hand his glory, on the Son 
Blaz'd forth unclouded deity; he full 65 
Expreſs d. and thus di vinely anſwer d mild. 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree, 

Mine both in Heav'n and Earth to do thy will 
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov'd 70 
May'ſt ever reſt well pleas d. I go to judge 

On Earth theſe thy tranſgreſſors, but thou know ſt, 
Whoever judg d, the worſt on me muſt light, | 
When time ſhall be, for ſo l undertook 
Before thee” ; and not repenting, this obtain 
Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
On me deriv d, yet I ſhall temper ſo 
Juſtice with mercy”, as may illuſtrate moſt 
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"Them fully ſatisfy d, and thee appeaſe. 79 
Attendence none ſhall necd, nor train, where none 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg d, 


'Thoſe two; the third beſt abſent is condemn'd, 
Convict by flight, and rebei to all law : 
Conviction to the ſerpent none belorgs. 
Thus ſaying, from his radiant feat he roſe 85 
Of high collateral glory: him thrones and powers, 
Princed ee mil 
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Accompanied to Heav'n gate, from whence 

Eden and all the coaſt in proſpect lay. 

Down he deſcended ſtrait; the fpeed of gods 90 

Time counts not, tho' with ſwiſteſt minutes wing'd. 

Now was the ſun in weſtern cadence low 

From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour 

To fan the Earth now wak'd, and uſher in 

The ev'nipg cool, when he from wrath more cool 95 

Came the mild judge and interceſſor both 

To ſentence Man: the voice of God they heard 

Now walking in the garden, by ſoſt winds 

Brought to their cars, while day declin'd; they hear, 

And from his preſence hid themſelves among 100 

Approaching, thus to Adam call d aloud. 

Where art thou Adam, woat with joy to meet 

My coming ſeen far off? I miſs thee here, 

Not pleas d, thus entertain d with ſolitude, 05 

Where obvious duty ere while appear d unſought : 

Or come l leſs conſpicuous ? or what change 

Abſents thee, or what chance detains? Come forth. 

He came, and with him Eve, more loath, though firſt 

To' offend, diſcount'nanc'd both, and diſcompos d; 

Love was not in their looks, cither to God 111 

Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 

And ſhame, and perturbation, and deſpair, 

Anger, and obſtinacy', and hate, and guile. 

Whence Adam faltring long, thus anſwer'd bricf. 
Mij 
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I heard thee in the gard'n, and of thy voice 116 

£fraid, being naked, hid myſelf. To whom 

he gracious Judge without revile reply d. 

My voice thou oft halt heard, and haſt not fear d, 

But ſt ill rejoic'd; how is it now become 120 

50 dreadful to thee ? that thou” art naked who 

Tlath told thee ? haſt thou eaten of the Tree, 

Whercof | gave thee charge thou ſhouldft wot cat? 
'To whom thus Adam fore beſet reply d. 

O Heav'n! in evil ſtrait this day I land 125 

Ne fore my Judge, cither to undergo 

Mrſelt the total crime, or to accuſe 

ly other felf, the partner of my life; 

Whoſe failing, while her ſaich to me remains, 

I ſhould conceal, and not expoſe to blame 130 

By my complaint; but ſtrict Neceſũty 

Subdues mc, and calamitous Conſtraiut, 

Leſt on my head both fin and puniſhment, 

However infupportable, be all 

Devolv'd; though ſhould I hold my peace, yet thou 

Wouldit cally detect what I conceal. x36 

This Woman, whom thou mad'ſt to be my help, 

And gav' me as thy perfect gift, fo good, 

So fir, ſo acceptable, fo divine, 

That from her hand I could ſufpe® no ill, 140 

And what ſhe did, whatever in itſelf, 

Her doing fecm!'d to juſtify the deed ; 

ut gave me cf the Tree, aud ! did cat. 
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To whom the Sovran Preſence thus reply'd. 

Was ſhe thy God, that her thou didit obey 145 
Before his voice, or was ſhe made thy guide, 
Superior, or bat equal, that to her 

Wherein Cod ſet thee' above her, made of thee, 
And for thee, whoſe perfection far exccll'd 150 
Hers in all real dignity? Adorn'd 

She was indeed, and lovely to attract 

Thy love, not thy ſubjection; and her gifts 

Were ſuch as under government well ſeem'd, 
Unſeemly to bear rule, which was thy part 155 
And perſon, hadit thou known thyſclf aright. 

So having (id, he thus to Eve in few. 

Say Woman, what is this which thou haſt done ? 

To whom fad Eve with ſhame nigh overwhelm'd, 
Confeſſing foon, yet not before her Julge 160 
Bold or loquacious, thus 2baſh'd reply d. 

The ſerpent me beguil'd, and I did eat. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on thꝰ accus'd 
Serpent though brute, unable to transfer 165 
The guilt on him who made him initrument 
Of miſchief, and pollutcd from the end 
Of his creation; juftly then accurs'd, 

As vitiateil in nature: more to know 
Concern'd rot man ( fince he no further knew) 170 
N or 3ter' 4 his offence ; yet God at Lift 
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To Satan firſt in fin his doom apply d, 
"Though in myſterious terms, judy'd as then beſt : 
Ard on the ſerpent thus his curſe let fall. 
Becauſt thou haſt done this, thou art accurs'd 175 
Above all cattel, cach beaſt of the field; 
Upon thy belly groveling thou ſhalt go, 
And duſt ſhalt cat all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity. and between thine and her Seed; 180 
Her Serd ſhall bruiſe thy head, thou bruiſe his heel. 
So ſpake this Oracle, then verify'd 
When feſus fon of Mary, fecond Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like livhtuing down from Heav'n, 
Prince of the Ait; then riſing from his grave 255 
A poil'd principalities and powers, triumph d 
In open ſhow, and with aſcenſion bright 
Captivity led captive through the air, 
The realm itſelf of Satan loug uſurp d. 
Whom he ſhall tread at laſt under our feet; 190 
Ev'n he who now foretold his fatal bruiſe, 
And to the woman thus his ſentence turn'd. 
Thy forrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception; children thou ſhalt bring 
In forrow forth; and to thy huſband's will 195 
Thine ſhall ſubmit; he over thee ſhall rule. 
On Adam laſt thus judgment he pronounc'd. 
Becauſe thou” haft hearken'd to th voice of thy wiſe, 
And exten of the tree, concerning which 199 
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| charg'd thee, ſay ing, Thou ſhalt not eat thereof: 
Curs'd is the ground for thy fake; thou in forrow 
Shalr cat thereof all the days of thy life; 

Thorns alfo' and thiftles it ſhall bring thee forth 
Unbid; and thou ſhalt car th herb of the ſieid, 

In the fweat of thy face ſhalt thou cat bread, 2c 
Till thou return unto the ground; for thou 

Out of the ground waſt taken; know thy birth, 
For Cult thou art, and ſhalt to duſt return. 

So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour ſent, 
And th' inſtant ſtroke of death denounc'd that day 
Remov'd far off; then pitying how they tood 21 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Muſt ſuſſer change, diſdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of ſervant to aſſume, 

As when he waſh'd his ſer vants feet, fo now 213 
As father of his family he clad 

Their nakednefs with ſkins of beaſts, or flain, 

Or as the ſnake with youthful coat repaid; 

And thought not much to clothe his enemies: 

Nor he their outward only with the ſkins 220 

Of beaſts, but inward nakedneſe, much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteouſneſs, 
Arraying cover'd from his Father's ſight. 

To him with ſwift aſcent he up retura'd, 

Into his bliſsful boſom reaſſum'd 225 
In glory as of old; to him appeas'd 
All, though all-knowing, what had paſs'd with man 
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Recounted, mixing interceſſion ſweet. 

Mean while ere thus was finn'd and judg d on Earth, 
Within the gates of Holl fat Sin and Death, 230 
In counter view within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, helching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, ſince the Fiend paſs d through, 

Sin opening, who thus now to Death began. 

O Son, why fit we here cach other viewing 235 
Idly, while Satan our great author thrives 
In other worlds, and happier ſeat provides 
For us his offspring dear ? It cannot be 
But that ſucceſs attends him; if miſhap, 

Ere this he had return'd, with fury driven 249 
Can fit his puniſhment, or their revenge. 

Methinks | feel new ſtrength within me riſe, 
Wings growing, and dominion giv'n me large 
Beyond this deep; whatever draws mc on, 245 
Or ſympathy, or ſome connatural force 

Powerful at greateſt diſtance to unite 

With ſecret amity things of like kind 


Inſe parable muſt with me along: 250 
For Death from Sin no power can ſeparate. 

But leſt the difficulty” of paſſing back 

Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 

Impaſſable, impervious, let us try 


Adventrous work, vet to thy power and mine 255 | 
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Not unagrceable, to found a path 

Over this main from Hell to that new world 

Where Satan now prevails, a monument 

Of merit high to all th infernal hoſt, 

Eafing their paſſage hence, for intercourſe, 260 
Or tranſmigration, as their lot ſhall lead. 

Nor cau | miſs the way, fo ſtrongly drawn 

By this new-felt attraction and inftin&. 

Whom thus the meager Shadow anſwer d ſoon. 
Go whither Fate and laclination ſtrong 265 
Leads thee; I ſhall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading, ſuch a ſent l draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taſte 
he favor of Death from all things there that live : 
Nor ſhall I to the work thou enterpriſe{t 270 
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

So ſaying, with delight he ſnuff d the ſmell 
Of mortal change on Earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote, 
Againſt the day of battel, to a field, 275 
Where armies lie incamp'd, come flying, lur d 
With (cnt of living carcaſſes de ſign d 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight ; 

So ſented the grim Feature, and upturn'd 

His noſtril wide into the murky air, 280 
Sagacious of his quarry from fo far. 

Then both from out Hell gatcs into the waſte 

Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark 
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Flew diverſe, and with power (their power was great) 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 285 
Solid or flimy, as in raging fea 

Toſt up and down, together crouded drove 

From each fide ſhoaling tow'ards the mouth of Hell : 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverſe 

Upon the Cronian fea, together drive 290 
Mountains of ice, that ſtop th imagin'd way 
Beyond Petſora eaſtward, to the rich 

Cathaian coaft. The aggregated ſoil 

As with a trident ſmote, and fix'd as firm 295 
As Delos floting once ; the reſt his look 

Bound with Gorgonian rigor not to move; 

And with Aſphaltic flime, broad as the gate, 

Deep to the roots of Hell the gather d beach 

They faſten d, and the mole immenſe wrought on 
Over the foaming deep high arch'd, a bridge 301 
Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
Immoveable of this now fenceleſs world 

Forfeit to Death; from hence a paſſage broad, 
Smooth, eaſy, inoffenſive down to Hell. 305 
So, if great things to ſmall may be compar'd, 
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke, 

Came to the ſea, and over Helleſpont 

Bridging his way, Europe with Afia juin d. 30 
And ſcourg d with many a ſtroke th indignant waves. 
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Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock, 

Over the vex'd abyſs, following the track 

Of Satan to the ſell-· ſame place where he 315 
Firſt lighted from his wing, and landed fafe 

From out of Chaos, to the outſide bare 

Of this round world: with pins of adamant 

And chains they made all faſt, too faſt they made 
And durable; and now in little ſpace 320 
The confines met of empyrean Heav'n 

And of this world, and on the leſt hand Hell 

With long reach interpos d; three ſeveral ways 

In fight, to each of theſe three places led. 

And now their way to Earth they had deſcry'd, 325 
To Paradiſe firſt rending, when behold 

Satan in likeneſs of an angel bright 
His zenith, while the ſun in Aries roſe : 

Diſguis d he came, but thoſe his children dear 330 
Their parent ſoon diſecrnꝰ d, though in diſguiſe. 
He after Eve ſeduc'd, unminded ſlunk 

Into the wood faſt by, and changing ſhape 

To' obſerve the ſequel, faw his guileful act 

By Eve, though all unweeting, ſeconded 335 
Upon her huſband, ſa their ſhame that fought 
Vain covertures; but when he ſaw deſcend 

The Son of God to judge them, terrify'd 

Me fled, not hoping to eſcape, but ſhun 
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The preſent, fearing guilty what his wrath 340 
Might ſuddenly inflict; that paſt, return d 
By night, and liſt ning where the haplcfs pair 
Sat in their fad diſ-ourſe, and various plaint, 
Thence gather'd his own doom, which underſtood 
Not inſtant, but of future time, with joy 345 
Aud tidings fraught, to Hell he now return d, 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop d 
Net who to meet him came, his offopring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at fight 350 
Of that ſtupendous bridge his joy increas'd. 
Long he admiriag ſtood, till Sin, his fair 
Inchanting daughter, thus the filence broke. 

O Parent, theſe are thy magnific deeds, 
Thy trophies, which thou vicw ſt as not thine own; 
Thou art their author and prime architect: 356 
For I no ſooner in my heart divin'd, 
My heart, which by a fecret harmony 
Still moves with thine, join'd in connexion ſweet, 
That thou on earth hadſt profper'd, which thy looks 
Now alſo evidence, but ſtrait | felt 36x 
Though diſtant from thce worlds between, yet felt 
That I muſt after thee with this thy ſon, 
Such fatal conſequence unites us three : 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 365 
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Thou haſt achiev'd our liberty, conſin d 

Within Hell gates till now, thou us impower'd 

To fortify thus far, and overlay 370 

Thine now is all this world ; thy virtue hath won 

What thy hands builded not, thy wiſdom gain'd 

With odds what War hath loft, and fully' aveng'd 

Our foil in Heav'n; here thou ſhalt monarch reign, 

There didſt not; there let him {till victor ſway, 376 

As battel hath adjudg d, from this new world 

Retiring, by his own doom alicnated, 

Of all things parted by th empyreal bounds, 380 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world, 

Or try thee now more dangerous to his throne. 
Whom thus the Prince of Darkneſs anſwer d glad. 

Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both, 

High proof ye now have giv'n to be the race 385 

Of Satan, (for I glory in the name, 

Antagonift of Hcav'n's almighty King) 

Amply have merited of me, of all 

Th' infernal empire, that fo near Heav'n's door 

Triumphal with triumphal a& have met, 399 

Heil and this world, one realm, one continent 

Ot eaſy thorough- fare. Therefore while l 

Deſcend through Darkneſs, on your road with eaſe, 

To my affociate powers, them to * 335 
Flue IT. 
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With theſe fucceffes, and with them rejoice, 

You two this way, among theſe numerous orbs 

All yours, right down to Paradiſe deſcend; 

There dwell and reign in bliſs, thence on the Earth 
Dominion exerciſc and in the air, 499 
Chiefly on man, ſole lord of all declar'd, 

Him firſt make fure your thrall, and laſtly kill. 

My ſubſtitutes I ſend ye, and create 
Plenipotent on Earth, of matchleſs might 
Iſſuing from me : on your joint vigor now 405 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends, 

Through fin to drath expos'd by my exploit. 

H your joiut power prevail, th' affairs of Hell 

No detriment nced fear; go and be ſtrong. 

So ſaying he diſmiſs d them; they with ſpeed 41a 
Spreading their baue; the blafted ſlars look'd wan, 
And planets, planct- ſtruck, real eclipſe 
"Then ſuſſer d. Th other way Satan went down 
"Che cauſey to Hell gate; on either fide 415 
Diſparted Chaos over built exclam'd, 

And with rebounding ſurge the bars affail'd, 

"i hat ſcoru d his indignation : through the gate, 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan paſs d, 

And al! about found deſolate ; for thoſe 429 
Appointed to fit there had left their charge, 

Flown to the upper world; the reft were all 

Far to th inland retir d, about the walls 
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Of Pandemonium, city and proud ſcat 
Of Luciſer, ſo by alluſion call'd 425 
Of that bright ſtar to Satan paragon d. 
There kept their watch the legions, while the Grand 
In council fat, ſolicitous what chance 


Might intercept their emp'ror ſent ; ſo he 
Departing gave command, and they obſcry'd. 430 
As when the Tartar from his Ruffian foe 
Retires, or Bactrian Sophi from the horns 
Of Turkiih creſcent, leaves all waftc beyond 
The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 435 
To Tauris or Caſheen: fo theſe the late 
Heav'n-banifh'd hoſt left defert utmoſt Hell 
Many a dark league, reduc'd in careful watch 
Round their metropolis, and now expecting 
Each hour their great adventurer from the ſearch 440 
Of foreign worlds: he through the midſt unmark d, 
In ſhow plebeian angel militant 
Of loweſt order, paſs d; and from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall, inviſible 
Aſcended his high throne, which under fate 445 
Of richeſt te cture ſpread, at th upper end 
Vas plac'd in regal luſtre. Down a while 
He fat, and round about him faw unſcen : 
At laſt as from a cloud his fulgent head 
And ſhape ſtar-bright appear'd, or brighter, clad +5 
With what permiſſive glory ſince his fall 
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Was leſt him, or falfe glitter: all amaz'd 

At that fo ſudden blaze the Stygian throng 

Pent their aſpe ct, and whom they wiſh'd beheld, 

"Their mighty Chief return d: loud was the acclame: 

Torth ruſh'd in haſte the great conſulting peers, 456 

Rais'd from their dark divan, and with like joy 

Congratulant approach'd him, who with hand 

Silence, and with theſe words attention won. 459 
Thrones, Pominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow- 

For in poſſe ſſion ſuch, not only of right, ſers, 

I call ye and declare ye now, return'd 

Succcfsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 

Triumphant out of this infernal pit 

Abominable, accurs'd, the houſe of Woc, 465 

And dungeon of our Tyrant: now polleſs, 

As lords, a ſpacious world, to” our native Heav'n 

Little inferior, by my adventure hard 

With peril great achiev'd. Long were to tell 

What l have done, what ſuſſer d, with what pain 479 

Voyag d th unreal, vaſt, unbounded deep 

Of horrible confuſion, over which 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav d 

To cxpedite your glorious march; but l 

Toi d out my uncouth paſſage, forc'd to ride 475 

Th” untractable abyſs, plung d in the womb 

Of unorigt'nal Night and Chaos wild, 

"hat jealous of their ſecrets fiercely” oppos d 

My jevracy ſtrange, with clamorous uproar 
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Proteſting fate ſupreme; thence how L ſound 480 
The new-created world, which fame in Heav'n 
Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 

Of abſolute perfection, therein Man 

Plac'd in a paradiſe, by our ex:lec 

Made happy: him by fraud | have ſeduc' d 487 
From his Creator, and the mare to” increaſe 

Your wonder, with an apple; he thercat 

Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv'n up 
Both his beloved man and all his world 

To Sin and Death a prey, and fo to us, 490 
Without our hazard, iabor, or alarm, 

To range in, and to dwell, and over man 

To rule, as over all he ſhould have rul'd. 

True is, me alſo he hath judg'd, or rather 

Me not, but the brute ſerpent in whoſe ſhape 495 
Man I decciv'd : that which to me belongs 

Is enmity, which hc will put betwecn 

Me and mankind ; I am to bruife his heel; 

His Seed, when is not ſet, hall bruiſe my head: 

A world who would not purchaſe with a bruiſc, o 
Or much more grievous pain? Ve have th' account 
Of my performance : what remains, ye Cods, 

But up and enter now into full blils? 

So having fad, a while he ſtood, expecting 
Their univerſal ſhout and high applauſc 505 
To fill his ear, when contrary he kears 
On all fides, from innumerable torgues 
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A diſmal univerſal hifs, the found 

Of public ſcorn; he wonder d, but not long 

lad leifure, wond'ring at himſelf now more; 310 
His viſage drawn he ſelt to ſharp and ſpare, 

His arms clung to his ribs, his legs intwining 

Fach other, till ſupplanted down he fell 

A monſtrous ſerpent on his belly prone, 

ReluQant, but in vain, a greater Power 313 
No rul'd him, puniſhi d iu the ſhape he ſinn d 
According to his doom: he would have ſpoke, 

But hiſs for hiſs return d with forked tongue 

To forked tongue, for now were all transform'd 
Alike, to ſerpents all as acceſſories 520 
Lo his bold riot: dreadful was the din 

With complicated monſters head and tail, 

Ceraſtes horn d, hydrus, and clops drear, 525 
And dipfas, (not ſo thick fwarm'd once the ſoil 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the ile 

Opluuſa) but ſtill greateſt he the midſt, 

Now dragon grown, larger than whom the fun 
Ingender'd in the Pythian vale on flime, 330 
Huge Python, and his power no leſs he ſeem'd 
Above the reſt ſlill to retain; they all 

Him follow d iſſuing forth to th” open field, 

Where all yet left of that revolted rout » 
 Heav'n-falPn, in flation ſtood or juſt array, 533 
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Sublime with expectation when to ſee 

In triumph iſſuing forth their glorious Chief; 

They ſaw, but other fight inſtead, a croud 

Of ugly ſerpents; horror on them fell, 

And horrid ſympathy ; for what they ſaw, 540 
They felt themſelves now changing; down their arma, 
Down fell both ſpear and ſhield, down they as faſt, 
And the dire hiſs renew d, and the dire form 
Catch'd by contagion, like in puniſhment, 

As in their crime. Thus was th applauſe they meant 
Turn d to exploding hifs, triumph to ſhame 346 
Caſtonthemſelves fromtheirownmouths. There ſtood 
_ — — 
His will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Their penance, laden with fair fruit, like that $550 
Which grew in Paradiſe, the bait of Eve 

Us'd by the 'Tempter : on that proſpect ſtrange 


Their earneſt eyes they fix'd, imagining 


For one forbidden tree a multitude 

Now ris'n, to work them further woe or ſhame ; 557 
Yet parch'd with ſcalding thirſt and hunger fierce, 
Though to delude them ſent, could not abſtain, 

But on they roll'd in heaps, and up the trees 
Climbing, fat thicker than the ſnaky locks 

That cur'd Megzra : greedily they pluck d 566 
The fruitage fair to ſight, like that which grew 
Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam'd; 
This more deluſive, not the touch, but taite 
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Decciv'd; they fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with guſt, inſtead of fruit 565 

Chew'd bitter aſhes, which th' offended taſte 

With ſpattering noiſe rejected: oft they affay'd, 

Hunger and thirſt conſtraining, drug'd as oft, 

With hatcfulleſt difreliſh writh'd their jaws 

With foot and cinders fil” d; fo oſt they fell 570 

Into the fame illufion, not as man | 

Whom they triumph'd once laps'd. Thus were they 

And worn with famin, long and ceaſeleſs hifs,'plagu'd 

Till their loft ſhape, permitted, they reſum d, 

Yearly injoin'd, ſome fay, to undergo 375 

This annual humbling certain number d days, 

To daſh their pride, and joy for man ſeduc d. 

However ſome tradition they diſpers'd 

Among the Heathen of their purchaſe got, 

And fabled how the ſerpent, whom they call'd 580 

Ophion with Eurynome, the wide 

Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firſt the rule 

And Ops, ere yet Dictæan Jove was born. 
Mean while in Paradiſe the helliſh pair 585 

Too ſoon arriv'd, Sin there in power before, 

Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 

Habitual habitant; behind her Death 

Cloſe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 

On his pale horſe : to whom Sin thus began. $590 
second of Satan fprung, all conqu ring Death, 
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What think ſi thou of our empire now, though earn d 

With travel difficult, not better far 

Than ſtill at Hell's dark threſhold to have ſat watch, 

Unnam'd, undreaded, and thyſelf half ſlarv d? 5395 
Whom thus the Sin-born monſter anſwer d foou. 

To me, who with eternal famin pine, 

Alike is Hell, or Paradiſe, or Heav'n, 

There beſt, where moſt with ravin I may meet; 

To ſtuff this maw, this vaſt unhide-bound corps. 
To whom th' inceſtuous mother thus reply'd. 
Thou therefore on theſe herbs, and fruits, and flowers 

Feed firſt, on each beaſt next, and fiſh, and fowl, 
No homely morſels; and whatever thing 605 
The ſithe of Time mowes down, devour unſpar d; 
Till | in Man reſiding through the race, 
And feaſen him thy laſt and ſweeteſt prey. 
This faid, they both betook them ſeveral ways, 620 
Both to deſtroy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for deſtruction to mature 
Sooner or later; which th' Almighty ſceing, 
From his tranſcendent ſeat the ſaints among, 
To thoſe bright Orders utter d thus his voice. 615 
See with what heat theſe dogs of Hell advance 
To waſte and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created, and had ſtill 
Kept in that ſtatc, had not the folly of man 
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Let in theſe waſtcful furies, who impute 620 

Folly to me, fo doth the Prince of Hell 

And his adherents, that with ſo much eaſe 

I ſuffer them to enter and poſſeſs 

A place fo hcav'nly, and conniving ſeem 

To gratify my ſcornful enemies, 625 

That laugh, as if tranſported with ſome fic 

Of paſſion, I to them had quittcd all, 

At random yiclded up to their miſrule ; 

And know not that I call'd and drew them thicther 

My hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 630 

Which man's ing fin with taint hath ſhed 

On what was pure, till cramm'dand gorg'd,nigh burſt 

With ſuck'd and glutted offal, at one fling 

Of thy victorious arm, well-pleaſing Son, 

Both Sin and Death, and yawning Grave at laſt 635 

Through Chaos hurl d, obſtruct the mouth of Hell 

For ever, and ſral up his ravenous jaws. 

Then Heav'n and Earth renew d ſhall be made pure 

To ſanctity that ſhall receive no ſtain : 

Till then the curſe pronounc'd on both precedes. 640 
He ended, and the heav'nly audience loud 

Sung halleluiah, as the found of ſeas, 

Through multitude that ſung: Juſt are thy ways, 

Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works; 

Who can extenuate thee? Next, to the Son, 645 

Deſtin d reſtorer of mankind, by whom 

New Heav'n and Earth ſhall to the ages riſe, 
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Or down from Heav'n deſcend. Such was their ſong, 
His mighty angels, gave them ſeveral charge 630 
As ſorted beſt with preſent things. The fun 

Had firſt his precept ſo to move, ſo ſhine, 

As might affect the Earth with cold and heat 

Scarce tolerable, and from the North to call 
Decrepit Winter, from the South to bring 655 
Solſtitial Summer's heat. To the blanc moon 

Her office they preſcrib'd, to th' other five 


Of noxious efficacy”, and when to join 660 
In ſynod unbenign; and taught the fix'd 

Their influence malignant when to ſhower, 

Which of them riſing with the ſun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeſtuous: to the winds they ſet 
Their corners, when with bluiter to confound 665 
Sea, air, and ſhore, the thunder when to roll 

With terror through the dark acreal hall. 

Some ſay he bid his angels turn aſcanſe 

The poles of Earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the fun's axle, they with labor puſh'd 670 
Oblique the ccntric globe: ſeme ſay the Sun 

Was bid turn reins from th' equinoctial road 

Like diſtant breadth to Taurus with the feven 
Atlantic Siſters, and the Spartan Twins 

Up to the tropic Crab; thence down main 673 
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By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 

Of ſeaſons to each clime ; elſe had the ſpring 
Perpetual ſmil'd on Earth with vernant flowers, 
Equal in days and nights, except to thoſe 680 
Beyond the polar circles; to them day 

Had unbenighted ſhone, while the low ſun 

To recompenſe his diſtance, in their fight 

Had rounded ftill th horizon, and not known 

Or Eaſt or Weſt, which had forbid the frow 685 
From cold Eſtotiland, and fouth as far 

Beneath Magellan. At that taſted fruit 

The ſun, as from Thycſtean banquet turn d 

His courſe intended; elfe how had the world 
Inhabitcd, though ſinleſs, more than now, 690 
Avoided pinching cold and ſcorching hcat ? 

"Theſe changes in the Heav'ns, though flow, produc'd 
Like change on ſea and land, fideral blaſt, 

Vapor, and miſt, and exhalation hot, 

Corrupt and peſtilent: now from the North 695 
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed ſhore, 

Burſting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice 
And ſnow and hail and ſtormy guſt and flaw, 
Bore:s and Cæcias and Argeſtes loud 

And Thraſcias rend the woods and ſeas upturn; o 
With adverſe blaſt upturns them from the South 
Notus and Afer black with thundrous clouds 

From Scrraliona; thwart of theſe as fierce 
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Forth ruſh the Levant and the Ponent winds 
Sirocco, and Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from lifeleſs things; but Diſcord, firſt 
Daughter of Sin, among th' irrational, 
Death introduc'd through fierce antipathy: 709 
Beaſt now with beaſt gan war, and fowl with fow!, 
And fiſh with fiſh; to graze the herb all leaving, 
Devour'd each other; nor ſtood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him, or with count'nance grim 
Glar'd on him paſſing. Theſe were from without 
Already' in part, though hid in gloomieſt ſhade, 
To ſorrow abandon'd, but worſe felt within, 
And in a troubled ſea of paſſion toft, 
Thus to diſburden ſought with ſad complaint. 

O miſerable of happy! is this the end 720 
Of this new glorious world, and me ſo late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accury'd of bleſſed, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Of happineſs! yet well, if here would end 725 
The miſery; I deſerv'd it, and would bear 
My own deſfervings; but this will not ferve; 
All that I eat or drink, or ſhall beger, 
Is propagated curſe. O voice once heard 
Delightfully, Zacrea/e and multiply, 739 
Now death to hear ! for what can I increaſe 
Piiume IT, 0 
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Or multiply, but curſes on my head ? 

Who of all ages to ſucceed, but feeling 

My head? Ill fare our anceſtor impure, 

For this we may thank Adam ; but his thanks 
Shall be the execration; ſo beſides 

Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound, 

On me as on their natural center light 
Heavy, though in their place. O flecting joys 
Of Paradiſe, dear bought with laſting woes! 
Did | requeſt thee, Maker, from my clay 

To mold me man, did | ſolicit thee 

From darkneſs to promote me, or here place 
In this delicious garden ? As my will 

Concurr d not to my bc'ing, it were but right 
And equal to reduce me to my duſt, 

Deſirous to reſign and render back 

All I receiv'd, unable to perform 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I fought not. To the loſs of that, 
Sufficient penalty, why haſt thou added 

The ſenſe of endleſs woes? inczplicable 

Thy juſtice ſeems; yet to ſay truth, too late 

I thus conteſt; then ſhould have been refus'd 
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Thoſe terms whatever, when tliey were propos d: 
Thou didſt accept them: wilt thou” enjoy the good, 


Then cavil the conditions ? and though God 
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Made thee without thy leave, what if thy fon 760 
Prove diſobedient, and reprov'd, retort, 
Whercfore didſt thou beget me? I ſought it not: 
Wouldtt thou admit for his contempt of thee 
God made thee' of choice his own, and of his own 
To ſerve him; thy reward was of his grace, 
Thy puniſhment then juſtly” is at his will. 
Be” it fo, for I ſubmit; his doom is fair, 
That duſt I am, and ſhall to duſt return: 770 
O welcome hour whenever! why delays 
His hand to execute what his decree 
Fix'd on this day? why do l overlive, 
Why am l mock'd with death, and lengthen'd out 
To deathleſs pain? how gladly would I meet 775 
Mortality my ſentence, and be earth 
Inſenſible, how glad would lay me down 
As in my mother's lap? there I ſhould reſt 
And fleep ſecure; his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears, no fear of worſe 780 
To me and to my offspring would torment me 
With cruel expeQation. Yet one doubt 
Purſues me fill, leſt all I cannot die, 
Leſt that pure breath of life, the ſpi'rit of man 
Which God infpir'd, cannot together periſh 785 
With this corporeal clod; then in the grave, 
Or in ſome other diſmal place, who knows 
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But I ſhall die a living death? O thought 
Horrid, if true! yet why? it was but breath 

Of life that finn'd; what dies but what had life 790 
And fin ? the body properly hath neither. 

All of me then ſhall die : let this appeaſe 

The doubt, ſince human reach no further knows. 
For though the Lord of all be infinite, 

Is his wrath alſo? be it, man is not ſo, 795 
But mortal doom'd. How can he exerciſe 

Wrath without end on man whom death muſt end ? 
Can he make deathleſs death? that were to make 
Strange contradiction, which ro God himſelf 
Impoſſible is held, as argument 80 
Of weakneS, not of power. Will he draw out, 

For anger's ſake, finite to infinite 

In puniſh'd man, to fatisfy his rigor 

Satisfy d never? that were to extend 

His ſentence beyond duſt and Nature's law, 3803 
By which all cauſes elſe according ſtill 

To the reception of their matter act, 

Not to th extent of their own ſphere. But fay 

That death be not one ftroke, as I ſuppos d 
Bereaving ſenſe, hut cadlefs miſery 810 
From this day ouward, which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me, and ſo laſt 
To perpetuity ; Ay me, that fear 


Comes thund'ring back with dreadful revolution 
On my defenſeleſs head; both death and I 812 
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Am found eternal, and incorporate both, 
Nor I in my part ſingle, in me all 
Poſterity ſtands curs'd: fair patrimony 
That I muſt leave ye, Sons; O were l able 
To waſte it all myſelf, and leave ye none $829 
So diſinherited how would you bleſs 
Me now your curſe! Ah, why ſhould all mankind 
For one man's fault thus guiltleſs be condemn'd, 
If guiltleſs? but from me what can proceed, 
But all corrupt, both mind and will deprav d $825 
Not to do only, but to will the fame 
With me? how can they then acquitted ſtand 
In fight of God ? him after all diſputes 
Forc'd | abſolve: all my evaſions vain, 
And reaſo'nings, though through mazes, lead me ſtill 
But to my own conviction: firſt and laſt 831 
On me, me only, as the ſource and ſpring 
Of all corruption, all the blame lights due; 
So might the vrath! Fond wiſh; couldſt thou ſupport 
That burden heavier than the Farth to bear, #3; 
Than all the world much heavier, though divided 
With that bad Woman? thus what thou defir'ſt 
And what thou fear'ſt, alike deſtroys all hope 
Of refuge, and concludes thee miſerable 
Beyond all paſt example and ſutiire, 840 
To Satan only like both crime and doom. 
O Conſcience, into what abvſs of fears 
And horrors haſt thou driven me; out of which 
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I find no way, from deep to deeper plung'd! 
Thus Adam to himſelf lamented loud 845 
Through the ſtill night, rot now, as ere man ſell 
Whole ſome and cool, and mild, but with black air 
Whick to his evil conſcience repteſented 
All things with double terror: on the ground 850 
Out firetch'd ke lay, on the cold ground, and oft 
Curs d his creation, Death as oft accus'd 
Of tardy execution, ſince denounc d 
The day of his offenſe. Why comes not Death, 
Said he, with one thrice acceptable ſtroke 855 
To end me ? ſhall Truth fail to keep her word, 
Juſtice divine not haſten to be juſt ? 
But Death comes not at call, Juſtice divine 
Mends not her ſloweſt pace for pray rs or cries. 
© Woods, O Fountains, Hillocs, Dales, and Bowers, 
With other echo late I taught your ſhades 861 
To anſwer, and reſound far other ſong. 
Whom thus afflicted when fad Eve beheld, 
Deſolate where ſhe fat, approaching nigh, 
Soft words to his fierce paſſion ſhe aſſay d: 865 
But her with ftern regard he thus repell d. 
Out of ray fight, thou Serpent ; that name beſt 
Befits thee with him leagu'd, thyſelf as falſe 
And hatcful; nothing wants, but that thy ſhape, 
Like his, and color ſerpentine may ſhow 870 
Thy inward fraud, to warn all creatures from thee 
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Henceforth; leſt that too heav'nly form, pretended 
To helliſh falſhood, fnare them. But for thee 

I had perſiſted happy, had not thy pride 

And wand'ring vanity, when leaſt was ſaſe, 875 
Rejected my forewarning, and diſdain d 

Net to be truſted, longing to be ſecn 

Though by the Dev'il himſcl him overweening 
To over-reach, but with the ſerpent meeting 
Fool'd and beguil'd, by him thou, I by thee, 280 
To truſt thee from my fide, imagin d wiſe, 

And underſtood not all was but a how 

Rather than ſolid virtue”, all but a rib 

Crooked by Nature, bent, as now appears, 885 
More to the part ſiniſter, from me drawn, 

Well if thrown out, as ſupernumerary 

To my juſt number found. O why did God, 
Creator wiſe, that peopled higheſt Heav'n 

With ſp:rits maſculine, create at laſt 850 
Of Nature, and not fill the world at once 

With men as angels without femenine, 

Or find ſome other way to generate 

Mankind? this miſchief had not then befalPn, 89; 
And more that ſhall befal, innumerable 
Diſturbances on Earth through female ſnares, 

And ſtrait conjunction with this fex : for either 

He never ſhall ſind out fit mate, but fuch 


164 PARADISE LOST. Book X. 
As ſome misfortune brings him, or miſtake; gco 
Or whom he wiſhes moſt ſhall ſeldom gain 
Through her perverſeneſs, but ſhall ſee her gain d 
By a far worſe; or if ſhe love, withheld 

By parents; or his happieſt choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd and wedlock-bound go; 
To a fell adverſary”, his hate or ſhame : 

To human life, and houſhold peace confound. 

He added not, and from her turn'd; but Eve 
Not ſo repuls'd, with tears that ceas'd not flowing, 
And treſſes all diforder'd, at his feet 911 
Fell humble, and embracing them, beſought 
His peace, and thus procceded in her plaint. 

Forſake me not thus, Adam; witneſs Heav'n 
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart 915 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappily deceiv'd; thy ſuppliant 
I beg, and claſp thy knees; bereave me not, 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 

Thy counſel in this uttermoſt diſtreſs, 920 
My only ſtrength and ſtay: forlorn of thee, 
Whither ſhall I betake me, where ſubſiſt? 
Between us two let there be peace, both joining, 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity 
Againſt a foe by doom expreſs aſſign d ns, 
That cruel ſerpent : on me exereiſe not 


925 


wacc utS +» = © = @W 


>. a Das a as. > a ©. 2 


Ni X- PARADISE LOST. x65 


Thy hatred for this mifery befall'n, 

On me already loſt, me than thyſelf 

More miſerable; both have finn'd, but thou 90 
Againſt God only”, I againſt Cod and thee, 

And to the place of judgment will return. 

There with my cries importune Heav'n, that all 
The ſentence from thy head remov'd may light 

On me, ſole cauſe to thee of all this woe, 933 
Me, me only, juſt object of his ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight, 
Immoveable till peace obtain'd from fault 
Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in Adam wrought 
Commiſeration; ſoon his heart rclented 949 
Tow'ards her, his life fo late and ſole delight, 

Now at his feet ſubmiſſive in diſtri fs, 

Creature ſo fair his reconcilement fecking, 

His counſel, whom ſhe had diſpleas d, his aid; 

As one difarm'd, his anger all he loſt, 945 

And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her ſoon. 
Unwary', and too deſirous, as before, 

So now of what thou know'ſt not, who defir'ſt 

The puniſhment all on thyſelf; alas, 

Bear thine own firſt, ill able to ſuſtain 950 

His full wrath, whoſe thou feel' as yet leaſt part, 

And my diſpleaſure bcar'ft fo ill. If prayers 

Could alter high decrees, I to that place 

Would ſpeed before thee, and be louder heard, 

That on my head all might be viſited, 955 
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To me committed and by me expos'd. 

But riſe, let us no more contend, nor blame 

Each other, blam'd cnough elſewhere, but ſtrive 

In offices of love, how we may lighten 960 

Each other's burden in our ſhare of woe; 

Since this day's death denounc d, if ought I ſee, 

Will prove no ſudden, but a flow-pac'd evil, 

A long-day's dying to augment our pain, 

And to our feed (O hapleſs feed!) deriv'd. 965 
To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, reply d. 

Adam, by fad experiment | know 

Found fo erroneous, thence by juſt event 

Found ſo unforturate; nevertheleſs, 979 

Reſtor d by thee, vile as I am, to place 

Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 

Thy love, the ſole contentment of my heart 

Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 

What thoughts in my unquiet breaſt are riſen, 975 

Tending to ſome relief of our extremes, 

Or end, though ſharp and fad, yet tolerable, 

As in our evils, and of eaſier choice. 

If care of our deſcent perplex us moſt, 

Which muſt be born to certain woe, devour'd 980 

By Death at laſt; and miſerable it is 

To be to others cauſe of miſery, 

Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring 
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Into this curſed world a woeful race, 
That after wretched life muſt be at laſt g35 
Food for ſo foul a monſter; in thy power 
It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 
The race unbleſt, to be ing yet unbegot. 
Childlefs thou art, childleſs remain: fo Death 
Shall be deceivꝰ d his glut, and with us two 990 
Be forc'd to ſatisfy his ravenous maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Convcrling, looking, loving, to abſtain 
From Love's due rites, nuptial embraces ſweet, 
And with deſire to languiſh without hope, 995 
Before the preſent object languiſhing 
With like deſire, which would be miſery 
And torment leſs than none of what we dread; 
Then both ourſelves and ſeed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make ſhort, xco0 
Let us ſeck Death, or he not found, ſupply 
With our own hands his office on ourſelves : 
Why ſtand we longer ſhivering under fears, 
That ſhow no end but death, and have the power, 
Of many ways to die the ſhorteſt chuſing, 1005 
Deſlruclion vita deſtruction to deſtroy ? 

She ended here, or vehement deſpair 
Broke ef che reſt; fo much of death her thoughts 
Had entertain'd, as dy*d her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam with ſuch counſel nothing fway'd, 1010 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
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Lab'ring had rais d, and thus to Eve reply d. 
Eve, thy contempt of liſc and pleaſure ſeems 
To argue in thee fomething more ſublime 
And excellent than what thy mind contemns; 101; 


Far loſs of life and pleafure overlov'd. 

Or if thou covet death, as utmoſt end 020 
Of miſery, fo thinking to evade 

The penalty pronounc'd, doubt not but God 

Hath wiſelier arm d his vengeful ire than fo 

To be foreſtall d; much more I fear leſt death 

So ſnatch'd will not exempt us from the pain 1023 
We are by doom to pay; rather ſuch acts 

Of contumacy will provoke the Higheſt 

To make death in us live: then let us ſeck 

I have in view, calling to mind with heed 1039 
Part of our ſentence, that thy Seed ſhall bruiſe 

The fſerpent's head; piteous amends, unleſs 

Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand foe 

Satan, who in the ſerpent hath contriv'd 
Againſt us this deceit : to cruſh his head 1035 
Would be revenge indeed; which will be loſt 

By death brought on ourſclves, or childleſs days 
Reſolv'd as thou propoſeſt; ſo our foe 

Shall 'ſcape his puniſhment ordain'd, and we 
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Inſtead ſha!l double ours upon our heads. 1040 

No more be mention d then of violence 

Againſt ourſelves, and wilful barrenneſa, 

That cuts us off from hope, and favors only 

Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 

And gracious temper he both hcard and judg'd 

Without wrath or reviling ; we expected 

Was meant by death that day, when lo, to thee 100 

Pains only in child- bearing were foretold, 

And bringing forth, ſoon recompens'd with joy, 

Fruit of thy womb : on me the curſe allope 

Glanc'd on the ground; with labor I muſt earn 

My bread; what harm? Idleneſs had been worſe; 

My labor will ſuſtain me; and left cold x056 

Hath unbeſought provided, and his hands 

Cloth'd us unworthy, pitying while he judg'd; 

How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 060 

Be open, and his heart to pity incline, 

And teach us further by what means to ſhun 

TH' inclement ſeaſons, rain, ice, hail, and ſnow ? 

To ſhow us in this mountain, while the winds 1063 

Blow mol ſt and keen, ſhattering the graceful locks 

Of theſe fair ſpreading trees; which bids us feek 
Filume IT. P 
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dome better ſhroud, ſome better warmth to cheriſh 
Hur lips benum'd, ere this diurnal ſtar 

cave cold the night, how we his gather d beams 1070 
RefleRed, may with matter ſere foment 

Or by collifion of two bodies grind 

"The air attrite to fire, as late the clouds 

juſtling or puſh'd with windsrude in their ſhock 1074 


Hine the Cant lightning, whoſe thwart flame driv'n 
Findles the gummy bark of fir or pine, [down 


And ſends a comfortable heat from far, 

Vhich might ſupply the ſun : ſuch fire to uſe, 

And what may elſe be remedy or cure 

Ho evils which our own miſdeeds have wrought, 1c 80 
Lite will inſtruct us praying, and of grace 
Beſceching him, fo as we need not fear 

To paſs commoediouſly this lite, ſuſtain d 

By ham with many comforts, till we end 

In duſt, our final reſt and native home. 1085 
Vhat better can we do, than to the place 

Re pairing where he judg'd us, proſtrate fall 

At tore him reverent, and there confeſs 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with our fighs the air 1090 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 

Of ſorrow” unfeign'd, and hum iliation meet. ? 
Undoubtedly he will relent 2nd turn 

From his diſpleaſure; in whote look ſerene, 

hen angry moſt he ſeem' d and moſt ſevere, re:? 


* 


E 
b 
E 
* 
\ 
I 
0 


| 


Book X. PARADISE LOST. 171 


What elſe but favor, grace, and mercy ſhone ? 

So ſpake our Father penitent, nor Eve 
Felt leſs remorſe : they forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd them, proſtrate ſcll 
Before him reverent, and both contfeſs'd I toc 
Humbly their faults, and pardon begy'd, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with their ſighs the air 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 
Of forrow' unfeign'd, and humiliation meck. 1104 


The End of the Tenth Book, 


PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK XL. 


The Argument. 


The Son cf God preſents to his Father the prayers of our Firſt Parents 
now repenting, and intercedes for them: God accepts them, but de- 
c tare” that they muſt mo longer abide in Paradiſe; ſends Michact 
» ith a land 61 cheruvim to diſpoſicſs them; but firſt to reveal to 
Alan future things : Michael's coming down. Adam fhows to Ke 
Stain wnncts figns; he difcerns Michael's approach, bes out to 
mect him ; the angrt denounce: ther departure. Eve's lamentation. 
34am pic ide, but ſubmits: the angel leads him up to a high hill, fets 
elbe him in viſion het fl happen till tac flood. 


Tar; they in lowlicf plight repentant ſtood 
Fraying, for from the mercy- ſeat above 
Prevenient grace deſcending had remov'd 

The ſtony from their hearts, aud made new fleſh 
Regenerate grow inſtead, that ſighs now breath'd 5 
Unutterable, which the Spi rit of prayer 

Inſpir'd, and wing'd for Heav'n with ſpeedier flight 
Than loudeſt oratory : yet their port 

Not of mean ſuiters, nor important leſs 

deem d their petition, than when th' ancient pair 10 
In fables old, leſs ancient yet than theſe, 

Deucalion and chaſte Pyrrha, toreſtore 

The race of mankind drown'd, before the ſhrine 

Of Themis ſtood devout. To Heav'n their prayers 
Flew up, nor miſs d the way, by envious winds 15 
Blown vagabond, or fruſtrate : in they paſs'd 
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Pimenſionlcſs through hcav'nly doors; then clad 

With incenſe, where the golden altar fum'd, 

By their great Iuterceſſor, came in ſight 

Before the Father's throne : them the glad Son 20 

Preſcnting, thus to intercede began. 
See, Father, what firit fruits on Earth are ſprung 

From thy implanted grace in man, theſe ſighs 

And pray'rs, which in this golden cenſer, mix'd 

With incenſe, I thy prieſt before thee bring, 25 

Fruits of more pleaſing ſavor from thy ſeed 

Sown with contrition in his heart, than thoſe 

Which his own hand manuring all the trecs 

Of Paradiſe could have produc'd, ere fall n 

From innocence. Now therefore bend thine ear 30 

To ſupplication, hear his ſighs though mute ; 

Unſkilful with what words to pray, let me 

Interpret for him, me his Advocate 

And Propitiation ; all his works on me 

Good or not good ingraft, my merit thoſe 35 

Shall perfect, and for theſe my death ſhall pay. 

Accept me, and in me from theſe reccive 

The ſmell of peace tow'ard mankind; let him live 


Before thee reconcil's, at leaſt his days 

Number d, though ſad, till death, his doom, (which I 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverſe) 41 
To better life ſhall yield him, where with me 

All my redeem'd may dwell in joy and bliſo, 


Mads one with me as I with thee am once. 
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To whom the Father, without cloud, ſcrene. 45 
All thy requeſt for man, accepted Son, 
Obtain; all thy requeſt was my decree : 
But longer in that Paradiſe to dwell, 
The law l gave to Nature him forbids : 
Thoſe pure immortal elements that know 0 
No groſs, no unharmonious mixture foul, 
Eject him tainted now, and purge him of 
As a diſtemper, groſs to air as groſs, 
And mortal food, as may diſpoſe him beſt 
For diſſolution wrought by ſin, that firſt 5$ 
Diſtemper d all things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I at firſt with two lair gifts 
C'rcated him endow d, with happincſs 
And iramortality : that fondly loſt, 
his other ſcrv'd but to cternize woc, 69 
Till I provided death; fo death becomes 
His final remedy, and after life 
"Fry'd in ſharp tribulation, and reſin d 
By faith and faithful works, to ſecond life, 
Wak'd in the renovation of the juſt, 65 
Reſigns him up with Heav'n and Earth renew'd. 
But let us call to ſynod all the bleſt 
"Fhro' Heav'n's wide bounds; from them I will not 
Niy judgments, how with mankind I proceed, [hide 
As low with peccant angels late they faw, 70 
And in the ix tate, thongh firm, ſtood more confirm d. 
Ic ended, aud the Son gave ſigual high 
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7; 
To the bright miniſter that watch'd; hc blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb fince 
When God deſcended, and perhaps once more 75 
To found at general doom. Th' angelic blaſt 
Fill d all the regions: from their bliſsful bowers 
Of amarantin ſhade, fountain or ſpring, 
By the waters of life, where'er they fat 
In ſcllowſhips of joy, the ſons of Light 80 
Haſted, reſorting to the ſummons high, 
Th' Almighty thus pronounc' d his ſovran will. 
O Sons, like one of us man is become 
To know both good and evil, ſince his taſte 835 
Of that defended fruit; but let him boaſt 
Happicr, had it ſuffic'd him to have known 
Good by it ſelf, and evil not at all. 
He ſorrows uow, reperts, and prays contrite, 90 
My motions ia him; longer than they move, 
His heart I know, how variable and vain 
Sclf-left. Left therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alſo of the tree of Life, and eat, 
And live fur ever, dream at leaſt to live 95 
For ever, to remove him I decree, 
Ihe ground whence he was taken, fitter foil. 
Michael, this my beheſi have thou in charge, 
Take to thee from among th: cherubim 100 
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Thy choice of flaming warriors, leſt the Fiend, 

Or in behalf of man, or to invade 

Vacant poſſeſſion, ſome new trouble raiſe : 

Haſte thee, and from the Paradiſe of God 

Without remorſe drive out the finful pair, 105 

From hallow d ground th' unholy, and denounce 

To them and to their progeny frum thence 

Perpetual baniſhment. Yet left they faint 

At the fad ſentence rigoroufly urg'd, 

For I behuld them ſoften'd and with tears 110 

Diſmiſs them not diſconſolate; reveal 

To Adam what ſhall come in future days, 

As I ſhall thee inlighten; intermix ts 

My covenant in the Woman's Seed renew'd; 

So fend them forth, though ſorrowing, yet in peace : 

And on the eaſt fide of the garden place, 

Where entrance up from Eden eaſieſt climbs, 

Cherubic watch, and of a ſword the flame 120 

Wide-waving, all approach far off to fright, 

And guard ali paſſage to the tree of Life : 

Left Paradiſe a receptacle prove 

To fpirit+ foul, and all my trees their prey, 

With whoie ton fruit man once more todelude. 12 
He ccas'd; and th' arch-angelic Pow'r prepar'd 

For fw:f: yeſceuc, with him the cohort bright 

Of watchlul cherubim; four faces cach 
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Had, like a double Janus, all their ſhape 

Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thoſe 130 

Of Argus, and more wakeful than to drouſc, 

Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the paſt ral reed 

Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Mean while 

To reſalute the world with facred light 

Leucothea wak'd, and with freſh dews imbalm'd 135 

The Earth, when Adam and firſt matron Eve 

ad ended now their orifons, and found 

Strength added from above, new hope to ſpring 

Out of deſpair, joy, but with fear yet link d: 

Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd. 140 
Eve, cafily may faith admit, that all 

The good which we enjoy from Heav'n deſcends; 

But that from us ought ſhould aſcend to Heav'n 

So prevalent as to concern the mind 

Of God high- bleſt, or to incline his will, 145 

Hard to belief may feem ; yet this will pray r 

Or one ſhort ſigh of human breath, upborne 

Ev'n to the feat of God. For fince I fought 

By pray'r th' offended Deity to appeaſe, 

Kneel'd and before him humbled all my heart, 150 

Methought I faw him placable and mild, 

Bending his car; perſuaſion in me grew 

That I was heard with favor; peace return d 

Home to my breaſt, and to my memory 

His promiſe, that thy Seed ſhall bruiſe our foe; 153 

Which then not minded in diſmay, yct now 
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Aſſures me that the bitterneſs of death 
Is paſt, and we ſhall live. Whence hail to thee, 
Eve rightly call'd, Mother of all Mankind, 
Mother of all things living, fince by thee 160 
Man is to live, and all things live for man. 
To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour meck. 
Hl worthy | ſuch title ſhould belong 
To me tranſgreſſor, who for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy ſnare; to me reproach 165 
Rather belongs, diſtruſt and all diſpraiſe: 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I who firſt brought death on all, am grac d 
The ſource of life; next favourable thou, 
Who highly thus to' intitle me vouchſaf ſt, 170 
Far other name deſerving. But the field 
To labor calls us now with ſweat impos d, 
Though after ſleepleſs night ; for ſee the Morn, 
All unconcern'd with our unreſt, begins 
Her roſy progreſs ſmiling; let us forth, 175 
I never from thy fide henceforth to ſtray, 
Where'er our day's work lies, though now injoin'd 
Laborious, till day droop; while here we dwell, 
What can be toilſome in theſe pleaſant walks ? 
Here let us live, though in fall'n ſtate, content. 180 
So ſpake, ſo wiſh'd much-humbled Eve, but Fate 
Subſcrib'd not; Nature firſt gave ſigns, impreſs d 
On bird, beaſt, air, air ſuddenly eclips'd 
After ſhort bluſh of Morn; nigh in her ſight 
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The bird of Jove, ſtoop d from his acry tour, 185 
Two birds of gayeſt plume before him drove; 
Down from a hill the beaſt that reigns in woods, 
Firſt hunter then, purſu'd a gentle brace, 
Goodlicſt of all the foreſt, hart and hind; 
Direct to th Eaſtern gate was bent their flight. 190 
Adam obſerv'd, and with his eye the chaſe 
Purſuing, not unmov'd to Eve thus ſpake. 
O Eve, ſome further change awaits us nigh, 
Which Heav'n by theſe mute ſigus in Nature ſhows, 
Forerunners of his purpoſe, or to warn 195 
Us haply too ſecure of our diſcharge 
From penalty, becauſe from death releas d 
Some days; how long, and what till then our life, 
Who knows, or more than this, that we are duſt, 
And thither muſt return and be no more ? ac 
Why elſe this double object in our fight 
Of flight purſu'd in th” air, and o'er the ground, 
One way the ſcif-ſame hour? why in the Eat 
Darkneſs e er day's mid-courſe, and morning light 
More orient in yon weſtern cloud, that draws 205 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant white, 
And flow deſcends, with ſomething heav'nly fraught ? 
He err'd not, for by this the heav'nly bands 
Down from a ſky of jaſper lighted now 
In Paradiſe, and on a hill made halt, 210 
A glorious apparition, had not doubt 
And carn:2! fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye. 
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Not that more glorious, when the angels met 
Jacob in Mahanaim, where he faw 
'The field pavilion d with his guardians bright; 215 
Nor that which on the flaming mount appear'd 
In Dothan, cover'd with a camp of fire, 
Againſt the Syrian king, who to ſurpriſe 
One man, aſſaſſin like, had levied war, 
War unproclam'd. The princely hierarch 229 
In their bright ſtand there left his pow rs to ſeiſe 
poſſe ſſion of the garden; he alone, 
To find where Adam ſhelter d, took his way, 
Not unperceiv'd of Adam, who to Eve, 
While the great Viſitant approach d, thus ſpake. 225 
Eve, now expe& great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will ſoon determin, or impoſe 
New laws to be obſerv'd; for I deſcry 
One of the heav'nly hoſt, and by his gate 239 
None of the meaneſt, fome great potentate 
Or of the thrones above, ſuch majeſty 
Inveſts him coming; yet not terrible, 
That I ſhould fear, nor ſociably mild, 
As Raphael, that I ſhould much confide, 235 
But ſolemn and ſublime, whom not to fend, 
With reverence I muſt meet, and thou retire. 
He ended; and th' arch- angel ſoon drew nigh, 
Not in his ſhape celeſtial, but as man 
Clad to meet man; over his lucid arms 240 
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A military veſt of purple flow'd, 

 Livelier than Melibœan, or the grain 

In time of truce; Iris had dipt the woof; 

His ſtarry helm unbuckled ſhow'd him prime 245 
In manhood where youth ended; by his fide 
As in a gliſt'ring zodiac hung the fword, 
Satan's dire dread, and in his hand the ſpear. 
Adam bow'd low; he kingly from his ſtate 
Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar'd. 250 

Adam, Heav'n's high beheſt no preface needs: 
Sufficient that thy pray'rs are heard, and Death, 
Then due by ſentence when thou didſt tranſgreſs, 
Defeated of his ſeiſure many days 
Giv'n thee of graee, wherein thou may'ſt repent, 255 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
May'ſt cover: well may then thy Lord appeas d 
Redeem thee quite from Death's rapacious clame ; 
But longer in this Paradiſe to dwell 
Permits not; to remove thee I am come, 260 
And ſend thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou waſt taken, fitter ſoil. 

He added not, for Adam at the news 
Heart-ſtruck with chilling gripe of forrow ſtood, 
That all his ſenſes bound; Eve, who unſeen 26: 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Diſcover d ſoon the place of her retire. 

O unexpected ſtroke, worſe than of death! 
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Muſt 1 thus leave thee, Paradiſe? thus leave 

Thee, native foil, theſe happy walks and ſhades, 270 

Fit haunt of gods? where l had hope to ſpend, 

Quiet though fad, the reſpit of that day 

That muſt be mortal to us both. O Flowers, 

That never will in other climate grow, 

My early viſitation, and my laſt 273 

At even, which I bred up with tender hand 

From the ſirſt opening bud, and gave ye names, 

Who now ſhall tear ye to the ſun, or rank 

Your tribes, and water from th' ambrofial fount ? 

Thee laſtly, nuptial Bow'r, by me adorn'd 280 

With what to fight or ſmell was fweet, from thee 

How ſhall | part, and whither wander down 

Into a lower world, to this obſcure 

And wild ? how ſhall we breathe in other air 

Leſs pure, accuſtom d to immortal fruits? 285 
Whom thus the angel interrupted mild. 

Lament not, Eve, but patiently refign 

What juſtly thou haſt loft ; nor ſet thy heart, 

Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine; 

Thy going is not lonely; with thee goes 290 

Thy huſband; him to follow thou art bound; 

Where he abides, think there thy native ſoil. 
Adam by this from the cold ſudden damp 

Recovcriny, and his ſeatter d ſpi'rits return d. 

To Michael thus his humble words addreſs d. 295 
Celeſlial, whether among the thrones, or nam'd 
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Df them the high eſt. for ſuch of ſhape may ſeem 

Prince above princes, gently haſt thou told 

Thy meſſage, which might elſe in telling wound, 

And in performing end us; what beſides 300 

Cf ſorram and de jection and deſpair 

Our frailty can ſuſtain, thy tidings bring, 

Departure from this happy place, out fwect 

Receſs, and only conſolation left 

Familiar to our eyes, all places elſe 304 

Inhofpitable' appear and defolatc, 

Nor knowing us nor known: and if by pray'r 

luce ſſant I could hope to change the will 

Of him who all things can, I would not ceaſe 

To weary him with my affiduous cries : 310 

But pray'r againſt his abſolute decree 

No more avails than breath againſt the wind, 

Blown ftifling back on him that breathes it forth : 

Therefore to his great bidding I ſubmir. 

This moſt afflicts me, that departing hence, 313 

As from his face I ſhall be hid, depriv'd 

His bleffed count nance; here I could frequent | 

With worſhip place by place where he vouchſaf d 

Preſence divine, and to my ſuns relate, 

On this mount hc d, under this tree 329 

Stood viſidle, among pines his voice 

I heard, here with him at this fountain talk d: 

So many grateful altars I would rear 
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Of luftre from the brook, in memory, 325 
_ Or monument to ages, and thereon 

Offer fweet-ſmelling gums and fruits and flowers: 
In yonder nether world where ſhall I ſeek 

His bright appearances, or ſootſtep trace? 

For though | fled him angry, yet recall d 339 
To life prolong'd and promis d race, | now 

Gladly behold though but his utmoſt ſkirts 

Of glory, and far off his ſteps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign. 
Adam, thou know'ft Heav'n his, and all the Earth, 
Not this rock only; his omnipreſence fills 336 
Land, fea, and air, and every kind that lives, 
Fomented by his virtual Pow r aud warm d: 

All th Earth he gave thee to poſſeſa and rule, 

No deſpicable gift ; ſurmiſe not then 349 

His preſence to theſe narrow bounds confin'd 

Of Paradiſe or Eden: this had been 

pom ct mo > —— vn gs 
All generations, and had hither come 

From all the ends of th Earth, to celebrate 345 

And reverence thee their great Progenitor. 

But this przeminence thou haſt loſt, brought down 

To dwell on even ground now with thy ſons: 

Yet doubt not but in in plain 

God is as here, and will be found alike 350 

Preſent, and of his preſence many a ſign 

Still following thee, ſtill compaſſing thee rouud 
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With goodneſs and paternal love, his face 
Expreſs, and of his ſteps the track divine. 
Which that thou may'ſt believe, and be confirm'd 
Ere thou from hence depart, know l am ſent 
To ſhow thee what ſhall come in future days 
To thee and to thy offspring; good with bad 
Expect to hear, ſupernal Grace 
With finfulneſs of men; thereby to learn 360 
True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And pious ſorrow, equally inur'd 
By modrration either ſtate to bear, 
or adverſe : ſo ſhalt thou lead 

Safeſt thy life, and beſt prepar'd endure 365 
Thy mortal paſſage when it comes. Aicend 
This hill; let Eve (for I have drench' d her eyes) 
Here fleep below, while thou to foreſight wak'it ; 
As once thou ſleptſt, while ſhe to life was form d. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd. 370 
Aſcend, | follow thee, ſafe Guide, the path 
Thou lead ſt me”, and to the hand of Heav'n fubmit, 
However chaft'ning, to the evil turn 
My obvious breaſt, arming to overcome 
By ſuffering, and earn reſt from labor won, 375 
If fo I may attain. So both aſcend 
In the viſions of God: It was a hill 
Of Paradife the higheſt, from whoſe top 
The hemiſphere of Earth in cleareſt ken 
Stretch d out to th ampleſt reach of proſpect lay. 38 
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Not high'ey that hill nor wider looking round, 
Whereon for different cauſe the 'Tempter ſet 
Our ſecond Adam in the wilderneſs, 

To ſhew him all Earth's kingdoms and their glory. 
His eye might there command wherever ſtood 335 
City of old or medern fame, the feat 

Of mightieſt empire, from the deſtin d walls 

Of Cambalu, ſeat of Cathaian Can, 

And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir's throne, 

To Paquin of Sinzan kings, and thence 399 
To Agra and Lahor of great Mogul 

Down to the golden Cherſoneſe, or where 

The Perſian in Ecbatan fat, or fince 

In Hiſpahan, or where the Ruſſian Kſar 

In Moſco, or the Sultan in Bizance, 395 
Turcheſtan-born ; nor could his eye not ken 

'Th' empire of Negus to his utmoſt port 
Nlombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, 

And Sofala thought Ophir, to the realm 40⁰ 
Of Congo, and Angola fartheſt fouth ; 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount 

The kingdoms of Almanſor, Fez and Sus, * 
Na rocco and Algiers, and Tremiſen; 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to ſway 403 
The world: in ſpi'rit perhaps he alſo ſaw 

Rich Mexico the feat of Montezume, 

And Cuſco in Peru, the richer feat 
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Of Atabalipa, and yet unſpoil' d 
Guiana, whoſe great city Geryon' ſons 419 
Call EI Dorado: but to nobler fights 
Michael from Adam's eyes the film remov'sd, 
Which that falſe Fruit that promis d clearer ſlight 
Had bred; then purg d with cuphrafy and rue 
The viſual nerve, for he had much to fee; 415 
And from the well of Life three drops inſtill d. 
So deep the power of theſe ingredients pierc'd, 
E'en to the inmoſt ſeat of mental fight, 
That Adam now enforc'd to cloſe his eyes, 
Sunk down, and all his ſpirits become intranc d; 
But him the gentle angel by the hand 421 
Soon rais d, and his attention thus recall d. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firſt behold 
'Th' effects which thy origi nal crime hath wrought 
In fome to fpring from thee, who never touch'd 425 
Th excepted tree, nor with the ſnake conſpir d, 
Nor ſinn d thy fin, yet from that fin derive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he open d, and beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were ſheaves 430 
New reap'd, the other part ſheep-walks and folds; 
F th' midſt an altar as the land-mark ſtood, 
Ruſtic, of graſſy ford; thither anon 
A ſweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Firſt fruits, the green ear, and the yellow ſheaf, 435 
Uncull'd, as came to hand; a ſhepherd next 
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More meek came with the firſtlings of his flock 
Choiceſt and beſt; then ſacrificing, laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incenſe ftrow'd, 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites perſorm d. 40 
His offering ſoon propitious fire from Heav'n 
Conſum d with nimble glance, and grateful ſteam ; 
The other's not, for his was not fincere; 
Whereat he inly rag d, and as they talk d, 
Smote him into the midriff with a ſtone 445 
That beat out life; he fell, and deadly pale 
Groan'd out his ſoul with guſhing blood effus d. 
Much at that fight was Adam in his heart 
Diſmay d, and thus in haſte to th angel cry d. 
O Teacher, ſome great miſchief hath befall'n 450 
To that meck man, who well had facrific'd; 
Is piety thus and pure devotion paid ? 
T' whom Michael thus, he alſo mov d, reply'd. 
Theſe two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins; th” unjuſt the juſt hath flain, 455 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From Heav'n acceptance; but the bloody fat 
Will be aveng'd, and th” other's faith approv'd 
Loſe no reward, though here thou fee him die, 
Rolling in duſt and gore. To which our Sire. 460 
Alas, both for the deed and for the cauſe ! 
But have I now ſeen death ? is this the way 
I muſt return to native duſt ? O ſight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 
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Horrid to think, how horrible to feel 

To whom thus Michael. Death thou haſt feen 

In his firſt ſhape on man; but many ſhapes 

Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 

To his grim cave, all diſmal; yet to ſenſe 

More terrible at th' entrance than within. 470 
Some, as thou ſaw ſt, by violent ſtroke ſhall die, 

By fire, flood, famin, by intemp'rance more 

In meats and drinks, which on the Earth ſhall bring 
Diſeaſes dire, of which a monſtrous crew 
Before thee ſhall appear; that thou may'ſt know 475 
What miſery th” inabſtinence of Eve 

Shall bring on men. Immediately a place 

Before his eyes appear d, ſad, noiſome, dark, 

A lazar-houſe it feem'd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diſeas d, all, maladies . 43s 
Of ghaſtly ſpaſin, or racking torture, qualms - 

Of heart-ſick agony, all feverous kinds, 
Convulſions, epilepfics, fierce catarrhs, 
Inteſtin ſtone and ulcer, colic pangs, 

Demoniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy, 485 
And moon-ſtruck madneſs, pining atrophy, 

Dire was the toſſing, deep the groans; Deſpair 
Tended the fick buſieſt from couch to couch; 496 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 

Shook, but delay d to ftrike, though oft invok'd 
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With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-cy'd behold? Adam could not, but wept, 495 
Though not of woman born; compaſſion quell d 
His beſt of man, and gave him up to tears 
A ſpace, till firmer thoughts reftrain'd exceſs; 
And ſcarce recovering words his plaint rencw'd. 

O miſerable Mankind, to what fall co 
Degraded, to what wretched ſtate reſerv d 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus wreſted from us? rather why 
Obtruded on us thus? who if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 505 
Life offar'd, or ſoon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be fo diſmiſe'd in peace. Car thus 
Th' image of God in man created once 
So goodly and ereR, though faulty fince, 


To ſuck unlightly fullerings be debas's —@ $20 | 


Under inhuman pains? Why ſhould not man, 
Retaining ſtill divine ſimilitude 
In part, from ſuch deformities be free, 

And for his Maker's image” fake exempt ? | 
Their Maker's image, anſwer d Michael, then 
Forſook them, when themſelves they vilify'd 516 

To ſerve ungovern'd appetite, and took 
His image whom they ſerv'd, a brutiſk vice, 
Inductive mainly to the fin of Eve. 


'Fhercfore ſo abject is their puniſhment, 539 
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Disfiguring not God's likenefs, but their own, 

Or if his likenefs, by themſelves defac d. 

While they pervert pure Naturc's hcalthful rules 

To loathſome ſickneſs, worthily, fince they 

God's image did not reverence in themſelves. $25 
I yield it juſt, ſaid Adam, and ſubmit. 

But is there yet no other way, beſides 

Theſe painful paſſages, how we may come 

To death, and mix with our connatural duſt ? 
There is, faid Michael, if thou well obſerve 330 

The rule of not too much, by Temp'rance taught, 

In what thou eat l and drink it, ſceking from thence 

Due nouriſhment, not gluttonous dclight, 

Till many years over thy head return: 

So may'ft thou live, till like ripe fruit chou drop 333 

Into thy mother's lap, or be with caſe 

Gather d, not harſhly pluck d, for death mature: 

This is old age; but then thou muſt out ive 

Thy youth, thyitrength, thybeauty. which willchange 

To wither'd, weak, and gray; thy ſenſes then 340 

Obtuſe, all taſte of pleaſure muſt forego, 

To what thou haſt; and for the air of youth, 

Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 

A melancholy damp of cold and dry 

To weigh thy ſpirits down, and laſt conſume $45 

The balm of life. To whom our Anceſtor. 
Henceforth | fiy not death, nor would prolong 

Life much, bent rather how I may be quit 
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Faireſt and eaſieſt of this cumbrous charge, 

Which I muſt keep till my appointed day 550 

Of rendring up, and patiently attend 

My diſſolution. Michael reply'd. 
Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but what thou liv'ſt 

Live well, how long or ſhort permit to Heav'n : 

And now prepare thee for another ſight. 555 
He look d, and ſaw a ſpacious plain, whereon 

Were tents of various hue; by ſome were herds 

Of cattel grazing; others, whence the found 

Of inſtruments that made melodicus chime 

Was heard, of harp and organ; and who mov'd 560 

Their ſtops and chords was feen; his volant touch 

Fled and purſu'd tranſverſe the reſonant fugue. 

In other part ſtood one who at the forge 

Lab'ring, two maſſy clods of ir on and braſs 3563 

Had melted, (whether found where caſual fire 

Had waſted woods on mountain or in vale 

Down to the veins of earth, thence gliding hot 

'To ſome cave's mouth, or whether waſh'd by ſtream 

From underground) the liquid ore he drain d 570 

Into fit molds prepar d; from which he form'd 

Firſt his own tools; then, what might elſe be wrought 

Fufil or grav'n in mctal. After theſe, 

But on the hither fide, a different fort 

From the high neighb'ring hills, which wastheir ſeat, 

Down to the plain deſcended : by their guife $576 
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Juſt men they ſeem d. and all their ſtudy bent 
To worſhip God aright, and know his works 
Freedom and peace to men: they on the plain 390 
Long had not walk'd, when from the tents behold 
A bevy of fair women, richly gay 
In gems and wanton dreſs; to th harp they ſung 
Soft amorous dittics, and in dance came on: 
The men though grave ey d them, and let their eyes 
Rove without rein, till in the amorous net 536 
Faſt caught, they lk d, and each his liking choſe ; 
And now of love they treat, till th ev'ning ftar, 
Love's harbinger, appear d; then all in heat 
Hymen, then firſt to marriage rites invok d: 
With feaſt and muſic all the tents reſound. 
And charming fymphanics attach d the heart 395 
Of Adam, foon inclin'd to admit delight, | 
The bent of Nature; which he thus exprefs'd. 
True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleſt, 
Much better ſeems this viſion, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends than thoſe two paſt; 600 
Thoſe were of hate and death, or pain much worſe, 
Here Nature ſeems fulfill'd in all her ends. 
To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is beſt 
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Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Thoſe tents thou faw'ſt ſo pleaſant were the tents 
Of Wickedneſs, wherein ſhall dwell his race 
Who flew his brother ; ſtudious they appear 
Of arts that poliſh life, inventors rare, 610 
Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them, but they his gifts acknowledy'd none. 
Yet they a beauteous offspring ſhall beget; 
For that fair female troop thou faw'ſt, that ſeem d 
Of goddeſſes, fo blithe, ſo ſmooth, ſo gay, 615 
Vet empty of all good, wherein conſiſts 
Woman's domeſtic honor and chief praiſe ; 
Of luſtful appetence, to ſing, to dance, 
To dreſs, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye. 620 
To theſe that ſober race of men, whoſe lives 
R ligious titled them The Sons of God, 
Ignobly, to the trains and to the ſmiles 
Of theſe fair athieſts, and now fwim in joy, 625 
Ere long to fwim at large; and laugh, for which 
The world ere long a world of tears muſt weep. 

To whom thus Adam of ſhort joy bereft. 
O pity' and ſhame, that they who to live well 
Enter d fo fair, ſhould turn aſide to tread 9 0 
Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint! 
But {till I fee the tenor of man's woe 
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Holds on the ſame, from woman to begin. 

From man's effeminate ſlackneſs it begins, 
Said th' angel, who ſhould better hold his place 635 
By wiſdom and ſuperior gifts receiv'd. 

But now prepare thee for another ſcene. 

He look d, and faw wide territory ſpread | 
Before him, towns, and rural works between, 
Cities of men with loſty gates and towers, 649 
Concourſe in arms, fierce faces threat'ning war, 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold empriſe; 

Single or in array of battel rang'd 

Both horſe and foot, nor idly muſt ring ſtood; 645 

One way a band ſelect from forage drives 

A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine 

From a fat meadow ground; or fleecy flock, 

Their booty; ſcarce with life the ſhepherds fly, 650 

But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray; 

With cruel torneament the ſquadrons join; 

Where cattel paſtur'd late, now ſcatter d lies 

With carcaſſes and arms th inſanguin d field 

Deſerted: others to a city ſtrong 655 

Lay fiege, incamp'd; by battery, ſcale, and mine, 

Aſſaulting; others from the wall defend 

With dart and javelin, ſtones, and ſulphurous fire; 

On each hand flaughter and gigantic deeds. 

In other part the ſcepter d heralds call 669 
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To council in the city gates: anon 
Gray-headed men and grave, with warriors mix d, 
Aſſemble, and harangues are heard, but ſoon 

In ſactious oppoſition, till ac laſt 

In wiſe deport, ſpake much of right and wrong, 

Of juftice, of religion, truth and peace, 

And judgment from above : him old and young 
Exvloded and had ſeis d with violent hands, 
Had not a cloud deſcending ſnateh d him thence 670 
Unſeen amid the throng : fo violence 

Procecded, and oppreſſion, and fword-law 

Through all the plain, and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 

Lamenting turn d full fad : O what are theſe, 675 
Death's miniſters, not men, who thus deal death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thouſandfold the fin of him who ſlew 

His brother : for of whom ſuch maſſucre | 
Make they but of their brethren, men of men? 639 
Eut who was that juſt man, whom had not Heav'n 


Reſcued, had in his righteouſneſs been loſt ? 
To whom thus Michael. Theſe are the prodict 
Of thoſe ill-mated marriages thou ſaw ſt; 684 


Where good with bad were match'd, who of them- 
Abhor to join; and by imprudence mia d, {ſelves 
Produce prodigious births of body or mind. 

Buch were theſe giants, men of high renowp; - 
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For in thoſe days Might only ſhall be admir d, 
And Valor and heroic Virtue call d; 

To overcome in battel, and ſubdue 

Man- ſlaughter, ſhall be held the higheſt pitch 
Of human glory, and for glory done 

Of triumph, to be ſtil d great Conquerors, 695 
Patrons of Mankind, Gods, and Sons of Gods, 
Deſtroyers rightlier call'd and Plagues of men. 
Thus fame ſhall be achiev'd, renown on Earth, 
And what moſt merits fame in filence hid. 
But he the ſev'nth from thee, whom thou beheldſt 
The only righteous in a world perverſe, 70s 
And therefore hated, therefore fo beſet 
With foes for daring fingle to be juſt, 

And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his faints : him the Moſt High 
Rapt in a balmy cloud, with winged ſteeds 706 
Did, as thou ſaw ſt, receive, to walk with God 
High in ſalvation and the climes of bliſs, 
Exempt from death; to ſhow thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the reſt what puniſhment; 710 
Which now direct thine eyes and foon behold. 

He look'd, and faw the face oi things quite chang d; 
The brazen throat of War had ceas d to roar; 

All now was turn'd to jollity and game, 

To luxury and riot, feaſt and dance, 715 
Marrying or proſtituting, as befel, 5 
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Rape or adultery, where paſſing fair 

Allur'd chem; thence from cups to civil broila. 

At length a reverend fire among them came, 

And of their doings great diflike declar'd 720 
Aud teſtify'd againſt their ways; he oft 

Fre quented their aſſemblies, whereſo met, 

'riumphs or feſtivals, and to them preach'd 
Converſion and repentance, as to fouls 

In priſon under judgments imminent : 725 
But all in vain: which when he faw, he ccas'd 
Contending, and remov'd his tents far off; 

hen from the mountain hewing timber tall, 
Began to build a veſſel of huge bulk, 

NMcaſur'd by cubit, length, and breadth, and highth, 
Smear'd round with pitch, and in the fide a door 731 
Contriv'd, and of proviſions laid in large 

For man and beaſt : when lo, a wonder ſtrange! 

Of cv'ry beaſt, and bird, and inſect ſmall 

Came fev'ns, and pairs, and enter d in, as taught 735 
Their order: laſt the fire and his three ſons, 

With their four wives; and God made faſt the door. 
Mean while the fouth-windroſe, and withblack wings 
Wide hovering, all the clouds together drove 

From under Heav'n; the hills to their ſupply 740 
Vapor, and cxhalation duſk and moiſt, 
Sent up 2main; and now the thick<n'd ſry 

Like a dark cicling ſtood; down ruſh'd the rain 
unpetuous, and continued till the Earth 
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No more was ſeen ; the floring veſſel forum 744 
Uplifted, and ſecure with beaked prow 

Rode tilting o'er the waves; all dwellings elſe 
Flood overwhelm'd, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll'd; fea cover d fea, 


All left, in one ſmall bottom ſwum imbark'd. 
How didſt thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy offepring, cnd fo fad, 758 
Depopulation ? thee another flood, 
Of tears and ſorrow” a flood thee alſo drown'd, 
Ard funk thee as thy ſons; till gently rear'd 
By th' angel, on thy fect thou ſtood ſt at laſt, 
Though comfertleſs, as when a father mourns 760 
His children, all in view deſtroy d at once; 
And ſcarce to th” angel utter dſt thus thy plaint. 

O Viſions ill foreſeen! better had 1 
Liv d ignorant of future, ſo had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 763 
Znough to bear; thoſe now, that were diſpens d 
The burd'n of many ages, on me light 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being, 
With thought that they muſt be. Let no man ſeek 
Henceforth to be foretold what ſhall befal 771 
Hm or his children; ev'il be may be ſure, 
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Which neither his foreknowing can prevent, 
And he the future evil ſhall no leſs 

In apprehenſion than in ſubſtance feel 7s 
Grievous to bear : but that care now is paſt, 

Man is not whom to warn: thoſe few cſcap d 
Famin and anguiſh will at laſt conſume 
Wand'ring that watry deſert : I had hope 
When violence was cras d, and war on Earth, 780 
All would have then gone well, peace would have 
With length of happy daysthe race of man; [crown'd 
But I was far deceiv d; for now I ſee 

Peace to corrupt no lefs than war to waſte. 
How comes it thus? unfold celeftial Guide, 785 
And whether here the race of man will end. 

To whom thus Michael. Thoſe whom laſt thou ſaw ſt 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
Firſt ſeen in acts of proweſs eminent 
And great exploits, but of true virtue void; 790 
Who having ſpilt much blood, and done much waſte 
Subduing natiens, and achicv'd thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey, 
Shall change their courſe to pleaſure, caſe, and floth, 
Surfeit, and luſt, till wantonneſs and pride 795 
Raiſe out of friendſhip hoſtile deeds in peace. 
The conquer d alſo, and inflav'd by war 
Shall with their freedom loſt all virtue loſe 
And fear of God, from whom their piety feign'd 
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Againſt invaders; therefore cool d in zeal 
Thenceforth ſhall practice how to live ſecure, 
Worldly or diſſolute, on what their lords 

Shall leave them to enjoy; for th' Earth ſhall bear 
More than enough, that temp'rance may be try d: 
So all hall rurn degenerate, all deprav'd, #6 
Juſtice and temp'rance, truth and faith forgot; 
One man except, the only fon of Lighe 

In a dark age, againſt example good, 

Againſt allurement, cuſtom, and a world 220 
Offended ; fearleſs of reproach and ſcorn, 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admoniſh, and before them ſet 

The paths of righteouſneſs, how much more ſafe, 
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come 128 
On their impenitence; and ſhall return 

Of them derided, but of God obſerv'd 

'The one juſt man alive; by his command 

Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou bebeldſt, 

To fave himſelf and houſhold fron: amidſt $20 
A world devote to univerſal wrack. | 

No ſooner he with them of man and beaſt 

Select for life ſhall in the ark de lodg d. 

And ſhelter'd round, but all the catarats 

Of Heav'n ſet open on the Earth hall pour 82s 
Rain day and night; all fountains of the deep 
Broke up, ſhall heave the ocean to uſurp 

Beyond all bounds, till inundation riſe 
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Above the higheſt hills : then hall this mount 

Of Paradiſe by might of waves be mov'd 830 
Out of his place, puſh d by the horned Flood, 
With all his verdure ſpoil d, and trees adrift, 
Down the great river to the opening gulf, 

And there take root an iland falt and bare, 

The haunt of ſeals, and arcs, and fea-mews clang : 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 836 
No ſanctity, if none be thither brought 

By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 
And now what further ſhall enſue, behold. 

He look d, and faw the ark hull on the flood, $840 
Which now abated; for the clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen north-wind, that blowing dry 
Wrinkled the face of Deluge, as decay d; 

And the clear fun on his wide watry glaſs 

Gaz'd hot, and of the freſh wave largely drew, $845 
From ſtanding lake to tripping ebb, that ſtole 

His fluces, as the Heav'n his windows ſhut. 

The ark no more now flotes, but ſeems on ground 
Faſt on the top of ſome high mountain find. 8351 
And now the tops of hills as rocks appear; 

With clamor thence the rapid currents drive 
Tow'ards the retreating ſea their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, Ws 
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A dove ſent forth once and again to ſpy 

Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light ; 
The ſecond time returning, in his bill 

An olive leaf he brings, pacific ſign : 860 
Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark | 
The ancient fire deſcends with all his train; 

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout, 
Grateful to Heav'n, over his head beholds 

A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow $65 
Conſpicuous with three liſted colors gay, 
Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam erſt fo ſad 

Greatly rejoic'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou who future things canſt repreſent 870 
As preſent, heav'nly* Inſtructor, I revive | 
At this laſt fight, aſſur d that man ſhall live 
With all the creatures, and their ſeed preſer ve. 
Far leſs I now lament for one whole world 


Of wicked ſons deſtroy' d than I rejoice $75 
For one man found ſo perfect and fo juſt, 

That God vouchſafes to raiſe another world 

From him, and all his anger to forget. 

But ſay, what mean thoſe color'd ftreaks in Heav'n 
Diſtended as the brow of God appeas'ds, 330 


Or ſerve they as a flow'ry verge to bind 
The fluid ſkirts of that fame watry cloud, 
Leſt it again diſſolve and ſhow'r the Earth? 
To whom th arch- ange l. Dext'rouſly thou aim it; 
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So willingly doth God remit his ire, 833 
Though late repenting him of man deprav'd, 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he faw 
The whole Earth fill d with violence, and all ſleſh 
Corrupting each their way; yet thoſe remov'd, 
Such grace ſhall one juſt man find in his fight, 390 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind, 

And makes a covenant never to deſtroy 

The Earth again by flood, nor let the ſea 

Surpaſs his bounds, nor rain to drown the world 
With man therein or beaſt; but when he brings 895 
Over the Earth a cloud, will therein ſet 

His triple-color d bow, whereon to look, 

And call to mind his covenant : Day and Night, 
Seed-time and Harveſt, Heat and hoary Froſt, 899 
Shall hold their courſe, till fire purge all things new, 
Both Heav'n and Earth wherein the juſt ſhall dwell. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK XIE. 


The Argument. 


The angel Michael continues from the Flood to relate what ball ſac. 
ccd then, in the mention of Abraham, comes dy degrees to cp, 
who that Seed of the Woman ſhall be, which was promiſed Adam 
and Eve in the falt ; his incarnation, death, reſurrection, and 2c cn- 
fun; the Rate of the Church till bis ſecond cumming. Adzen wreatly 
ſatisfied and recomforted by theſe relations and promiſes deſcemus the 

Dill with Michact; wakens Eve, who all this white had flept, dut 

with gentle dreams compoes'd to quietneſs „f mind and ſubml man. 

Michaeli in either hand leads them out of Paradife, the fiery ſword 

waving dehind them, and the cherubim taking their tatiuns ty guard 

the place. 


As one who in his journey bates at noon, 

Though bent on ſpeed; ſo here th' arch-angel paus d 

Betwiat the world deſtroy d and world reſtor d, 

If Adam ought perhaps might interpoſc; | 

Then with tranſition ſweet new ſpeech reſumes. 3 
Thus thau haſt ſeen one world begin and end; 

And man as from a ſecond ſtock proceed. 

Much thou haſt yet to ſee, but I perceive 

Thy mortal fight to fail; objects divine 

Muſt needs impair and weary human ſenſe : 10 

Henceforth what is to come | will relate, 

Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

This ſecond fource of men, while yet but few, 

And while the dread of judgment paſt remains 

Treſh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 14 
June IT. 8 
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With ſome regard to what is juſt and right 

Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace, 
Lab'ring the ſoil, and reaping plenteous crop, 

Corn wine and oil; and from the herd or flock, 

Oſt ſacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 20 
Shall ſpend their days in joy unblam'd, and dwell 
I. ong time in peace by families and tribes 

Under paternal rule; till one ſhall riſe 

Of proud ambitious heart, who not content 25 
With fair equality, fraternal ſtate, | 
Will arrogate dominion undeſerv'd 

O ver his brethren, and quite diſpoſſeſs 

Concord and law of Nature from the Earth, 
Hunting (and men not beaſts ſhall be his game) 30 
With war and hoſtile ſnare ſuch as refuſe 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous : 

A mighty Hunter thence he ſhall be ftil'd 

Before the Lord, as in deſpite of Heav'n, 

Or from Heav'n claming fecond ſovranty; 35 
Though of rebellion others he accuſe. 


Ae with a crew, whom like ambition joins 

With him or under him to tyrannize, 
Marching from Eden tow'ards the Weſt, ſhall find 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 4 
Boils out ſrom under ground, the mouth of Hell; 
Of brick and of that ſtuff they caft to build 
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A city” and tower, whoſe top may reach to Heav'n ; 

And get themſelves a name, left far diſpers d 45 

In foreign lands their memory be loſt, 

Regardleſs whether good or evil fame. 

But God who oft deſcends to viſit men 

Unſcen, and through their habitations walks 

To mark their doings, them beholding ſoon, 0 

Comes down to fee their city, ere the tower 

Obſtruct Heav'n-tow'rs, and in derifion ſets 

Upon their tongues a various ſpi'rit to raſe 

To ſow a jangling noiſe of words unknown: 55 

Forthwith a hideous gabble riſes loud 

Among the builders; each to other calls 

Not underſtood, till hoarſe, and all in rage, 

As mock'd they ſtorm; great laughter was in Heav'n 

And looking down, to fee the hubbub ſtrange 60 

And hear the din; thus was the building lefr 

Ridiculous, and the work Confuſion nam'd. 
Whereto thus Adam fatherly diſpleas d. 

O execrable ſon fo to aſpire 

Above his brethren, to himſelf aſſuming 65 

Authority uſurp d, from God not given: 

He gave us only over beaſt, fiſh, fowl, 

Dominion abſolute; that right we hold 

By his donation; but man over men 

He mage not lord; ſuch title to himſelf 70 

Reſerving, human left from human free. 
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Stays not on man; to God his tower intends 
Siege and drfiance : wretched man! what food 
Will he convey up thither to ſuſta'n 75 
Himſelf and his raſh army, where thin air 

And famiſh him of breath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michael. Juſtly thou abhorr ſt 
That ſon, who on the quiet ſtate of men *% 
Such trouble brought, aſſecting to ſubdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know withal, 

Since thy origi nal lapſe, true Liberty 

Is loſt, which always with right Reafon dwells 

To inn'd, and from her hath no dividual being: $5 
Reaſon in man obſcur'd, or not obey'd, 
Immediatcly inordinate deſires 

And upſtart paſſions catch che government 

From Reaſon, and to fervitude reduce 

Man till then free. Therefore fince he permits go 
Within himſelf unworthy powers to reign 

Over free Reaſon, God in judgment juſt 

Subjects kim from without to violent lords; 

Who oft as undeſervedly inthral 

His outward freedom : tyranny muſt be, 95 
Though to the tvrant thereby no excuſe. 

Yet ſometimes nations will decline ſo low 

From virtue, which is rcafon, that no wrong, 

But juſtice, and fome fatal curſe anncx'd 
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Deprives them of their outward liberty, 

Their inward loft : witneſs th' irreverent fon 

Of him who built the ark, who for the ſhame 

Done to his father heard this heavy curſe, 

Servant of ſervants, on his vicious race. 

'Thus will this latter, as the former world, 105 

Still tend from bad to worſe, till God at laſt 

His preſence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes; reſolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways; 110 

And one peculiar nation to ſclect 

From all the reſt, of whom to be invok'd, 

A nation ſrom one ſaithful man to ſpring : 

Him on this fide Euphrates yet reſiding, 

Bred up in idol-worſhip; O that men 115 

(Canſt thou believe ?) ſhould be ſo ſtupid grown, 

While yet the Patriarch liv'd who 'ſcap'd the flood, 

As to forſake the living God, and fall 

To worſhip their own work in wood and ſtone 

For gods! yet him God the Moft High vouchfafes 

To call by viſion from his father's houſe, 121 

His kindred and falſe gods, into a land 

Which he will ſhew him, and from him will raiſe 

A mighty nation, and upon him ſhower 

His benediction ſo, that in his Seed 125 

All nations ſhall be bleſt; he ſtrait obe ys, 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes: 
8 15 
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I fee him, but thou canſt not, with what faith 

Ur of Chaldca, paſſing now the ford 130 
To Haran, after him a cumbrous train 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous fervitude; 

Not wand'ring puor, but truſting all his wealth 
With God, who call d him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains; I fee his tents 135 
Pitch d about Sechem, and the neighb ring plain 
Of Morch; there by promiſe he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that land, 

From Hamath northward to the Deſert fouth, 
(Things by their names I call, though yet unnam'd) 
From Hermon eaſt to the great weſtern fea; 141 
Mount Hermon, yonder fea, each place behold 

In proſpect, as I point them; on the ſhore 

Mount Carmel; here the double-fountcd ftream 
Jordan, true limit eaſtward; but his ſons 145 
Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the Earth 

Shall in his Seed be bleſſed; by that Seed 

Is meant thy great Deliverer, who ſhall bruiſe 

The ſerpent s head; whereof to thee anon 150 
Plainlier ſhall be reveal d. This patriarch bleſt, 
Whom faithful Abraham due time ſhall call, 

A fon, and of his fon a grand-child leaves, 

Like him in faith, in wiſdom, and renown; 


1 he grand-child with twelve ſuus increas'd departs 
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From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd x56 
Egypt, divided by the river Nile ; 

5ce here it flows, diſgorging at ſev n mouths 
Into the fea: to ſojourn in that land | 
He comes invited by a younger fon 160 
In time of dearth, a fon whoſe worthy deeds 

Raiſe him to be the ſecond in that realm 

Of Pharaoh: there he dies, and leaves his race 
Crowing into a nation, and now grown 

SuſpeRed to a ſequent king, who ſeeks 165 
To ſtop their overgrowth, as inmate gueſts 

Too numerous; whence of gueſts he makes them flaves 
Inhofpitably', and kills their infant males : 

Till by two brethren (thoſe two brethren call 

Moſes and Aaron) fent from God to clame 170 
With glory and fpoil back to their promis'd land. 


. But firſt the lawleſs tyrant, who denies 


To know their God, or meſſage to regard, 

Muſt be compell d by figns and judgments dire; 173 
To blood unſhed the rivers muſt be turn'd; 

Frogs, lice, and flies, muſt all his palace fill 

With loath'd intruſion, and fill all the land; 

His catte! mu# of rot and murren dic; 

Potchcs and blains muſt all his ficſh imboſs, 130 
And all his people; thunder mix d with hail, 

Hail mix'd with fire muſt rend th Egyptian ſky, 
Aud wheel on th' Earth, devouring where it rolls; 
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What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 

A darkſome cloud of locuſts fwarming down 185 
Muſt eat, and on the ground leave nothing grecn; 
Darkneſs muſt overſhadow all his bounds, 

Palpable darkneſs, and blot out three days; 

Of Egypt muſt lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 190 
The river-dragon tam'd at length ſubmits 

To let his ſojourners depart, and oft 

Humbles his ſtubborn heart, but ſtill as ice 

More harden d after thaw, till in his rage 
Purſuing whom he late diſmiſs'd, the fea 195 
As on dry land between two cryſtal walls, 

Aw'd by the rod of Moſes fo to ſtand 

Divided, till his reſcued gain their ſhore : 

Such wondrous power God to his ſaint will lend, 200 
Though preſent in his angel, who ſhall go 

Before them in a cloud, and pill ar of ſire, 

By day a cloud, by night a pill ar of fire, 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 
Behind them, while th' obdurate king purſues: 205 
All night he will purſue, but his appreach 
Darkneſs defends between till morning watch; 
Then through the fiery pillar and the cloud 

God looking forth will trouble all his hoſt, 

And craze their chariot whecls: when by command 
Moſes once more his potent rod extends 211 
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Over the ſea; the ſea his rod obe ys; 
On their imbattel d ranks the waves return, 
And overwhelm their war: the race elet 
Safe towards Canaan from the ſhore advance 215 
Through the wild deſert, not the readieſt way, 
Leſt entering on the Canaanite alarm d 

War terrify them inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, chuſing rather 
Inglorious life with ſervitude; for life 229 
To noble and ignoble is more ſweet 

Untrain'd in arms, where Raſhneſs leads not on. 
This alſo ſhall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderneſs, there they ſhull found 
Their government, and their great ſenate chuſe 225 
Through the twelve Tribes, to rule by laws ordain'd * 
God from the mount of Sinai, whoſc gray top 

Shall tremble, he deſcending, will himſelf 

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpet's found, 
Ordain them laws; part ſuch as appertain 230 
To civil juſtice, part religious rites 

And ſhadows, of that deſtin d Seed to bruiſe 

The ſerpent, by what means he ſhall achieve 
Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God 235 
To mortal ear is dreadful; they beſecch 

That Moſes might report to them his will, 

And terror ceaſe; he grants what they beſought, 
Iuſtructed that to God is no acceſs 
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Without Mediator, whoſe high office now 240 
Moſes in figure bears, to introduce 

One greater, of whoſe day he ſhall foretel, 

And all the prophets in their age the times 

Of great Meſſi ah ſhall fing. Thus laws and rites 
Eftabliſh'd, ſuch delight hath God in men 245 
Obedient to his will, that he vouchſafes 

Among them to ſet up his tabernacle, 

The Holy One with mortal men to dwell: 

By his preſcript a ſanctuary is fram d 

Of cedar, overlaid with gold, therein 250 
An ark, and in the ark his teſtimony, 

The records of his covenant, over theſe 

A mercy-ſcat of gold between the wings 

Of two bright cherubim ; before him burn 

Sev'n lamps as in a zodiac repreſenting 255 
The heav'nly fires; over the tent a cloud 

Save when they journey, and at length they come, 
Conducted by his angel to the land 

Promis d to Abraham and his ſeed: the reſt 260 
Were long to tell, how many battels fought, 

How many kings deſtroy d, and kingdoms won, 

Or how the ſun ſhall in mid Heav'n ſtand ſtill 

A day entire, and Night's due courſe adjourn, 
Man's voice commanding, Sun in Gibeon ſtand, 265 
Ang thou Moon in the vale of Aialon, 

Till Iſrael overcome; fo call the third 
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From Abraham, ſon of Iſaac, and from him 
His whole deſcent, who thus ſhall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos'd. O Sent from Heav'n, 270 
Inlightner of my darkneſs, gracious things 
Thou haſt reveal d, thoſe chiefty which concern 
Juſt Abraham and his feed : now firſt I find 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much cas'd, 
Frewhule perplex'd with thoughts what wouldbecome 
Of me and all mankind; but now | ſee 276 
His day, in whom all nations ſhall be bleſt, 

This yet I apprehend not, why to thoſe 280 
Among whom God will dcign to dwell on Earth 
So many and fo various laws are given; 

So many laws argue fo many fins 

Among them; how can God with ſuch reſide ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that Sin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot ; 286 
And therefore was law giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by ſtirring up 
Sin againſt Law to fight : that when they ſce | 
Law can diſcover fin, but not remove, 290 
The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 
Some blood more precious muſt be paid for man, 
Juſt for unjuſt, that in ſuch righteouſneſs 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 295 
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Juſtification towards God, and peace 
Of conſcience, which the law by ceremonies 
Cannot appeaſe, nor man the moral part 
Perform, and not performing cannot live. 
So law appears imperſect, and but given 300 
With purpoſe to refign them in full time 
Up to a better covenant, diſciplin d 
From ſhadowy types to truth, from fleſn to ſpirit, 
From impoſition of ſtrict laws to free 
Acceptance of large grace, from ſervile fear gog 
To filial, works of law to works of faith. 
And therefore ſhall not though of God 
Highly belov'd, being but the miniſter 
Of Law, his people into Canaan lead; 
But Joſhua whom the Gentiles Jeſus call, 310 
His name and office bearing, who ſhall quell 
The adverſary ſerpent, and bring back 
Through the world's wilderneſs long wander'd man 
Safe to eternal paradiſe of reſt. 
Mean while they in their earthly Canaan plac'd 3r; 
Long time ſhall dwell and profper, but when fins 
Provoking God to raiſe them enemics; 
From whom as oft he ſaves them penitent 
By judges firſt, then under kings; of whom 326 
The fecond, both for piety renown'd 
And puiſſant deeds, a promiſe ſhall receive 
Errevocable, that his regal throne 
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For ever ſhall endure ; the like ſhall fing 
All Propheſy, that of the royal ſtock 325 
Of David (fo I name this king) ſhall riſe 
A fon, the Woman's Seed to thee forctold, 
Forciold to Abraham, as in whom ſhall truſt 
All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings 
The laſt, for of his reign ſhall be no end. 330 
But firſt a long ſucce ſſion muſt enſue, 
And his next fon, for wealth and wiſdom fam'd, 
The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 
Wand'rirg, ſhall in a glorious temple” inſſirine. 
Such follow him as ſhall be regiſter'd 325 
Part good, part bad, of bad the longer ſcroll, 
Whole foul idolatries, and other faults 
Heap'd to the popular ſum, will fo incenſe 
God, as to leave them, and expoſe their land, 
Their city”, his temple, and his holy ark 340 
With all his ſacred things, a ſcorn and prey 
To that proud city, whoſe high walls thou ſaw ſt 
Left in confuſion, Babylon thence call'd. 
There in captivity he lets them dwell 
The ſpace of ſev nty years, then brings them back, 
Remembring mercy, and his covenant ſworn 346 
To David, ſtabliſh'd as the days of Heav'n. 
Return'd from Babylon by leave of kings 
Their lords, whom God diſpos d, the houſe of God 
They firſt re edify, and for a while 350 
In mean eſtate live moderate, till grown 
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In wealth and multitude, factious they grow; 

Men who attend the altar, and ſhould moſt 

Endevor peace : their ſtrife pollution brings 355 

Upon the temple” itſelf: ar laſt they ſeiſe 

he ſcepter, and regard not David's ſons, 

Then loſe it to a ſtranger, that the true 

Anointed king Meffiah might be born 

Earrꝰ d of his right; yet at his birth a ſtar 360 

Urſecn be fore in Heav'n proclames him come, 

And guides the eaſtern Sages, who inquire 

His p4a-e, to offer incenſe, myrrh, and gold; 

His place of birth a ſolemn angel tells 

Te ſimple ſhepherds, keeping watch by night; 36s 

They gladly thither haſte, and by a quire 

Of ſquadron'd angels hear his carol ſung. 

A virgin is his mother, but his fire 

The power of the Moſt High; he fhall afcend 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 372 

With Earth's wide bounds, his glory with the Heav'ns. 
He ceas'd, difcerning Adam with fuch joy 

Surcharg'd, as had like grief been drew d in tears, 

Without the vent of words, which theſe he breath'd. 
O Prophet of glad tidings, finiſher 375 

Of utmoſt hope! now clear I underſtand 

What oft my ſteddieft thoughts have ſearch d in vain; 

Vhy our great expeQation ſhould be call'd 

The Seed of Woman: Virgin Mother, hail, 
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High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my loins 380 
Of God Moſt High; fo God with Man unitcs. 
Expect with mortal pain: ſay where and when 383 
Their fight, what ſtroke ſhall bruiſe the victor s heel. 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight, 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel: not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to Godhead, with more ſtrength to foil 
Thy enemy; nor fo is overcome 
Satan, whoſe fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bruiſe, 
Diſabled not to give thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, ſhall recure, 
In thee and in thy feed: nor can this be 395 
But by fulfilling that which thou didſt want, 
Obedience to the law of God, impos d 
On penalty of death, and ſuffering death, 
The penalty to thy tranſgreſſion due, 
And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 400 
So only can high juſtice reſt appaid. 
The law of God exact he ſhall fulfil 
Bath by obedierce and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law; thy puniſhment 
He ſhall endure by coming in the fle ih 495 
To a reproachful life and curſed death, 
Proclaming liſe to all who ſhall believe 
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In his redemption, and that his obedience 

To fave them, not their own, though legal works. 

For this he ſhall live hated, be blaſphem'd, 411 

Scis'd on by force, judg'd, and to death condemn d 

A ſhameful and accurs d, nail'd to the croſs 

By his own nation, flain for bringing liſe; 

But to the crots he nails thy enemies, 415 

The law that is againſt thee, and the fins 

Of all mankind, with him there crucify'd, 

Never to hurt them more who rightly truſt 

In this his ſatisfa&tion; fo he dies, 

But ſoon revives; Death over him no power 420 

Shall long uſurp; ere the third dawning light 

Return, the ſtars of morn ſhall ſce him rife 

Out of his grave. freſh as the dawning light, 

Thy ranſome paid, which man from death redcems, 

His death for man, as many as oſſer d life 425 

Neglect net, and the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of works: this godlike act 

In fin for cver loſt from life; this act 

Shall bruiſe the hcad of Satan, cruſh his ſtrength, 430 

Deſeating Sin and Death, his two main arms, 

And fix far deeper in his head their ſtings 

Than temp'ral death ſhall bruiſe the victor's heel, 

Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like fleep, 

A gentle wafting to immortal life. 435 
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Nor aftcr reſurrection ſhall he ſtay 

Longer on Earth than certain times to' appear 

To his diſciples, men who in his life 

Still follow d him; to them ſhall leave in charge 

To teach all nations what of him they learn d 445 

Of waſhing them from guilt of ſin to life 

Pure, and in mind prepar d, if fo befal, 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dy'd. 445 

All nations they ſhall teach; for from that day 

Not only to the ſons of Abraham's loins 

Salvation ſhall be preach'd, but to the fons 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world; 

So in his Serd all nations ſhall be bleſt. 452 

Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he ſhall aſcend 

With victory, triumphing through the air 

Over his foes and thine; there ſhall ſurpriſe 

The ſerpent, Prince of Air, and drag in chains 

Through all his realm, and there confounded leave ; 

Then enter into glory, and reſume 4565 

His feat at God's right hand, exaltcd high 

Above all names in Heav'n; and thence ſhall come, 

When this world's diſſolution ſhall be ripe, 

With glory and power to judge both quick and dead, 

To judge th” unfaithful dead, but to reward 461 

Whether in Heav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 
Tj 
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Shall all be paradiſe, far happier place 
Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 465 
So ſpake th' arch- angel Michael, then paus d, 

As at the world's great period; and our fire 

Replete with joy and wonder thus reply'd. 
O Goodneſs infinite, Goodneſs immenſe ! 

That all this good of evil ſhall produce, 

Aad evil turn to good; more wonderful 

Light out of darkneſo! full of doubt I ſtand, 

Whether I ſhould repent me now of fin 

By me done and occafion'd, or rejoice 475 

Much more, that much more god thereof ſhallſpring, 

To God more glory, more good will to men 

From God, and over wrath grace ſhall abound. 

But fay, if our Deliverer up to Heav'n 

His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd, 

The enemies of truth? who then ſhall guide 

His people, who defend ? will they not deal 

Worſe with his followers than with him they dealt? 
Be fure they will, faid th' angel; but from Heav'n 

He to his own a Comforter will ſend, 486 

The promiſe of the Father, who ſhall dwell 

His Spi'rit within them, and the law of faith 

Working through love, upon their hearts ſhall write, 

To guide them in all truth, and alſo arm 492 

With ſpiritual armour, able to reſiſt 
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Satan's aſſaults, and quench his ficry darts, 

What man can do againſt them, not afraid, 

Though to the death, againſt ſuch crueltics 

With inward confolations re compens d, 495 
And oft ſupported fo as ſhall amaze 

Pour d firſt on his Apoſtles, whom he ſends 

To' evangeliae the nations, then on all 

Baptiz'd, ſhall them with wondrous gifts indue 500 
To ſpeak all tongues, and do all miracle, 

As did their Lord before them. "Thus they win 
Great nun: bers of each nation to reccive 
With joy the tidings brought from Heav'n : at length 
Their miniſtry perform d, and race well run, $505 
They die; but in their room, as they forewarn, 
Wolves ſhall feccced for teachers, grievous wolves, 
Who all the facred myſteries of Heav'n 

To their own vile advantages ſhall turn 310 
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 

Left only in thoſe written records pure, 

Though not but by the Spirit underſtood. 

Then ſhall they ſeek to” avail themſelves of names, 
Places, and titles, and with theſe to jcin 516 
Secular power; though feigning fill to act 

By ſpiritual, to themſelves apprepriating 

The Spi'rit of God, promis d alike and given 
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To all believers; and from that pretence, $20 
Spiritual laws by carnal power ſhall force 

On every conſcience; laws which none ſhall find 
Left them inroll'd, or what the Spi'rit within 
Shall on the heart ingrave. What will they then 
But force the Spi'rit of Grace itſelf, and bind $25 
His conſort Liberty? what, but unbuild 

His living temples, built by faith to ſtand, 

Their own faith not another's? for on Earth 

Who againſt faith and conſcience can be heard 
Infallible ? yet many will preſume : 533 
On all who in the worſhip perſevere | 

Of ſpi'rit and truth; the reſt, far greater part, 
Will deem in out ward rites and ſpecious forms 
Religion ſativfy'd; Truth ſhall retire 835 
Beſtuck with fland'rous darts, and works of faith 
Rarely be found: fo ſhall the world go on, 

'To good malignant, to bad men benign, 

Under her own weight groaning, till the day 
Appear of reſpiration to the juſt, 54> 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 

Of him ſo lately promis'd to thy aid 

The Woman's Sced, obſcurely then foretold, 

Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 
Laſt in the clouds from Heav'n to be revea'd 545 
In glory of the Father, to diſſolve 


Jock XIT. PARADISE LOST. 225 


From the conflagrant maſs, purg d and refin'd, 
New Heav'ns, new Earth, ages of endleſs date 
Founded in righteouſneſs and peace and love, 350 
To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliſs. 
He ended; and thus Adam laſt reply d. 
How ſoon hath thy prediction, Secr bleſt, 
Meaſur d this tranſient world, the race of Time, 
Till Time ftand fix'd ? beyond is all abyfs, 558 
Eternity, whoſe cad ao eye can reach. 
Greatly inſtructed I ſhall hence depart, 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
Beyond which was my folly to aſpire. 56o 
Henceforth | l-arn, that to obey is beſt, 
And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in his preſence, ever to obſerve 
Still overcoming evil, and by ſmall 
Accompliſhing great things, by things deem'd weak 
Subverting worldly ſtrong, and worldly wife 
By ſimply meek; that ſuffering for truth's ſake 
s fortitude to higheſt victory, 570 
And to the faithful death the gate of life; 
Faught this by his example whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleſt. 
To whom thus alſo th' angel laſt reply'd. 
This having learn'd, thou haſt attain d the fur 373 
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Of wiſdom ; hope no high'cr, though all the ſtars 
Thou knew'ſt by name, and all th ethereal powers, 
All ſecrets of the deep, all Nature's works, 

Or works of God in Heav'n, Air, Earth, or Sea, 
And all the riches of this world enjoy dſt, 5% 
And all the rule, one empire; only add 

Deeds to thy knowledge anſwerable, add faith, 

Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love, 

By name to come call'd Charity, the ſoul 

Of all the reſt : then wilt thou not be load 383 
Ta leave this Paradiſe, but ſhalt poſſeſs 

A paradiſe within thee, happier far. 

Let us deſcend now therefore from this top 

Of ſpeculation; for the hour preciſe 

Exacts our parting hence; and ſet the guards, 390 
By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expet 

Their motion, at whoſe front a flaming ſword, 

In fignal of remove, waves fiercely round; 

We may no longer ſtay : go, waken Eve; 

Her alſo I wich gentle dreams have calm'd 595 
Portending good, and all her ſpi'rits compos d 

To meek ſubmiſſion : thou at ſeaſon fit 

Let her with thee partake what thou haſt heard, 
Chiefly what may concern her faith to know, 

The great deliverance by her Sced to come 603 
(For by the woman's Seed) on all mankind: 

That ye may live, which will be many days, 
Hoth in onc faith unanimous though ſad, 
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With cauſe for evils paſt, yet much more cheer'd 

With meditation on the happy end. 605 
He ended, and they both deſcend the hill; 

Deſcended, Adam to the bower where Eve 

Lay fleeping ran before, but found her wak'd; 

And thus with words not fad ſhe him receiv'd. 
Whence thou return ſt, and whither went l, I know; 

For God is alſo” in fleep, and dreams adviſe, 611 

Which he hath ſent propitious, ſome great good 

Preſaging, fince with ſorrow and heart's diſtreſs 

Wearied | fell aſleep: but now lead on, 

In me is no delay; with thee to go 675 

Is to ſtay here; without thee here to ſtay 

Is to go hence unwilling; thou to me 

Art all things under Heav'n, all places thou, 

Who for my wilful crime art baniſh'd hence. 

This further conſolation yet ſecure 620 

I carry hence; though all by me is loſt, 

Such favor I unworthy am vouchſaf d, 

By me the promis d Seed ſhall all reſtore. 
So ſpake our mother Eve, and Adam heard 

Well pleas'd, but anſwer d not; for now toonigh 625 

'Th' arch-angel ſtood, and from the other hill 

To their fix'd ſtation, all in bright array 

The cherubim deſcended; on the ground 

Gliding metcerous, as evening miſt 

Ris'n from a river oer the mariſh glides, 630 

And gathers ground faſt at the lab'rer's heel 
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Homeward returning. High in front advanc'd 
The brandiſh'd fword of God before them blaz'd 
Fierce as 2 comet; which with torrid heat, 

And vapor as the Lybian air aduſt, 
Began to parch that temp rate clime ; whereat 
In either hand the ha{t'ning angel caught 
Our ling ring Parents, and to the eaſtern gate 
Led them direct, and down the cliff as faſt 
To the ſubjected plain; then diſappear'd. 640 
They looking back, all th' caſtern fide beheld 

Of Paradiſe, fo late their happy feat, 

Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate 

With dreadful faces throng d and fiery arms: 

Some natural tears they dropt, but wip'd them ſoons 
The world was all before them, where to ckuſe 646 
Their place of reſt, and Providence their guide : 
They hand in hand, with wand'ring ſteps and flow, 
Through Eden took their ſolitary way. 649 
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